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HABY 2, BCs 


Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Bayly 


| 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. | 
APPEL 29), L976. 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE COMMISSIONER: All right, | 
ladies and gentlemen. | 
MR. SCOTT: Now that the 
interpreter has arrived, I think we're all ready to 


begin, Mr. Commisspner. Mr. Bayly? 





MRe BAYLY 271 have a couple of 
questions, Mr. Commissioner,which I'd like to address 


to Phoebe Nahanni. 


(LOUIS BLONDIN RESUMED AS INTERPRETER) 


CHARLIE SNOWSHOE, 
FREDDIE GREENLAND, 
WILSON PELLISSEY, | 
MISS PHOEBE NAHANNI, 

MISS BETTY MENICOCHE, resumed:| 





CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BAYLY: 


QO T wonder af your could 


tell us, Phoebe, you stated in your paper that the 
studies that you were involved in of hunting and 
trapping in the Mackenzie area involved a 30% sample | 
of hunters and trappers. Can you tell me how you 
arrived at the number of trappers and hunters there 
were for each settlement to determine that you had a 
30% sample? 

WITNESS NAHANNI: ‘The field 
workers first of all made a list and they referred to 
the band list as well, made a list of all the trappers 


in the community, and from that they determined approxi 





| 
| 
mately one-third. | 


QO And were the field worker 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 


Menicoche, Nahanni 
Crecs=Exam ' by Bayly 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


from the individual communities, or did they have to go 


and ask with the Band Council in each place who the 
hunters and trappers were? 

A ‘Well, the list was drawn 
up from talking with people and from the band list, 
and they usually have to go to the chief or the 
trappers because most trappers know each other anyway. 

9) Yes, and did the study 
account for people who had moved perhaps from Fort 
Norman to Fort Franklin, or to other places? 

A They were counted in the 
community they were living in now, I mean were living 
in right now. When they gave their information about 
places -theyetrapped,, they would mention, like Wilson, 
used to live in Fort Norman, you know, maybe about 22 
years ago. 

Q So there would be lines 
put on the map, say for Wilson's travels in the area 
of Fort Norman as well as Wrigley? 

A Yess 

MR. BAYLY: Those are all the 
questions I have, thank you. 


MR. SCOTT: Mr. HOlliangworth? 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. HOLLINGWORTH: 


(@) JUStA it Tecoma ger this 
straight, Miss Nahanni. Your field workers went into 
the communities and selected -- or didn't select, they 


GOism avlust: Of trappers, trom talking, to, the. Band 
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22541 
Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 


Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


Council and from talking to various people in the 

communities, because each of these people knows others 
total: 

whe. Crap, sand (from that: you gor alist of trappers 

right down the Mackenzie Valley. 

A The field workers also 
usedr-= referred to the band list to get the total 
number of trappers. 

Q Well, when they looked 
at the band list, is there an indication that a parti- 
cular person on it is a trapper, or did they assume 
that a male over 30 was a trapper? How did they use 
eivat? 


A There was no assumption 


because the field workers know the people who trap, and 


if they didn't they usually asked a trapper who has 
been trapping for a long time, who also knows other 


trappers, and that's how they verified the:list. 


= meee” 
A pee 


Q From looking down the 
list they'dknow everyone they saw and know that they 
were a trapper, and if they didn't they'd check with 


somebody else. 


A Wes. 
Q AL tetonts “andaniow of 
understand that you're not going to be -- you're going 


to be filing this map but it's not considered complete 


and that you want to do a final check in the communities 


and then file a completed map at a later date. 
A There are some that have 


been verified so far, but the map on the wall is an 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 


Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


indication only of the extent of land use. 


Q And you've got a report 
that you're going to file at a later date as well? 

A. _,That‘s. true. 

Q Can you give us any 
indication of when this is going to be? 

A Possibly by the end of 
May, but I don't think for certain until the end of 


June. 


Q So optimistically the 
ena of May, but more likely the end of June? 


A Yes. , 
MR. HOLLINGWORTH: 


And I presume , Mr. Bell, 


that if something arose out of that report we could 
count con vou, to bring Miss Nahanni back .inecase there 
were some cross-examination arising from that? 

MR. BELL: Yes, certainly. 


MR. HOLLINGWORTH: And other 


members of the panel if the participants wanted. 


MR. BELL: If we can find them, 
yes. 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: Subject to 
that, too. 

Q Now, Of the total number 
that you arrived at of trappers from this list you 
compiled, how did you select the one-third that you 
surveyed more thoroughly? 

A You mean how we selected 


the people on the sample? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey| 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


Q Yes. 
A The selection was 
usually done by the -- in consultation with the chief 


and the Metis locals and the community leaders, and 
we mentioned to them that the best sample from our 
view would be a person who was over 30, but it was 

up to them to draw up a list and then again there was 
the other thing about trappers being available. Who 
was available when, and that was taken into considera- 
tion when the list was made up. It really wasn't a 
list that was made, like, they didn't look at the 
total list and say, "Well, these are the people we're 


99i1ng to talk to," and then .they followed it up, 


betause it was impossible sometimes to reach some 


Res ae 
peoplé, so it took quite a few months to finish the 


quota. 
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22544 
Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


1| Q So you just went along and 
< sought to speak to the people who were available and 

7 once you got about a third of the people on the list 

4 in any given community you felt you'd concluded your 

5 | work there, is that it? | 
6. A Not necessarily because 

7 | people wanted the field workers in many cases felt that 
3 they were going to talk to as many as possible and if 


| 
>| they could get athird sample that would be really good. 





ee 10 | But they attempted to get more than a third. | 
. 11} Q But you felt you couldn't : 

l2 | speak to all of them because of the time constraint that | 

tS), was put on you by the terms of reference of your study : 


Sf 
lay! and a eat it, as I understand your evidence. 


? e 
8 ee 











A That's correct. | 

Q These people were all men? 
17 | There are no females? 
1a A Well, there are women who 
i | trapped with their husbands or else their brothers who've 
29 | also been interviewed. | 
21 | Q And they were part of the | 
22 survey? | 
23 A That's correct. 
24 Q So the figure of 1,075 | 
250 that you give later on in your testimony includes actually 
26 | some women does it? : 
27! A Oh yes. | 
aps QO Do you know how many enei 
2 A I didn't make that 
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22545 
Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
Q So you'd be unable to 
go back to your records and let us know? 
A £ could do thatt 
Q Would you please and let 
us have the answers through Mr. Bell? 
A Could you ask me why? 
I mean, could you tell me why? 
Q Who's being cross-examined here? 
(LAUGHTER) , ; 
No, I'm just interested. 
You've taken -- you've disputed the figures that are 
given in, among other things, the Foothills application 
Chat 


and the figures’ are giventhere and I think that part of 


> 


the distinction might be -- there's a different definition 


of exactly what's involved and I'd just like to know 
precisely what your definition is of BG ame ae ean and 
exactly how much time thev spent on it and’ they are and 
then we can compare it against ours. Maybe we're not 
as far apart as you say in your testimony. 

All right’ Is that all right? 
Is that a good enough answer? 

THE COMMISSIONER: You wanted 
to find out a little more about precisely what Mr. 
Hollingworth wanted. Do you want to carry on? 

A You wanted a list of 
woven Spear, MR. HOLLINGWORTH: 

@) Not necessarily a list, 
Miss Nahanni. I'd just like a breakdown of your total 
figure of 1,075 as to how many females and how many 


males. All right? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey | 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
A OTs 
Q Now, I think in one of your 
' answers 
earlier / , you said that you tried to get people 
that were over 30 years of age, but did I understand you 
to say that wasn't necessarily always case, that some 
of these people surveyed were under 30? 
A Yes. 
Q Do you know approximately 


how many? I won't ask you to go and look at that? 


Could you give us an approximation? 


A Of people under 30? 

Q Yes, of your total. 

A Of the total? 

QO Yes. 

A The total list of 1,075 


includes the trappers who are under 30. 


@) Who -- I'm sorry? 

A Who are also under 30. 
9) Yes. 

A phe h710'75", 

O Have you any idea how 


many of those people would be under 30? 


A I couldn't tell you right 
oft, 

fo) No rough approximation at 
abi? 

A No, but in my report, 
I mentioned that from our study -- our one-third sample, 


that we interviewed 26 male men under 30. 


@) They're at least are part -+ 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 

Menicoche, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
well, they re part of thej-— IGthinkOittse396tpeophe 
you've interviewed? 

A That's correct. 

0 And they are part of that 
figure? | 

A Yes. 

OQ All right and you extra- 
polate that 26 up to get your part ofsyour 2.075? 

A Pardon? 

Q O.K., well let me come 
back to that in a moment if I can. Now do you know 
what the total male population -- well, do you know 
what the total population of Dene over 30 years of age 
is in the district you surveyed? 

A No. 

Q So you don't know what 


proportion that the trappers formed of the total 


population? 
A In regards to age I dont. | 
Q I'm sorry, I have difficulty 
h earing you. | 
A If you're talking about 


the age of the trappers that we've interviewed, I don't 
necessarily know. 

0 Well, let's put aside 
their age for the moment, do you know what proportion 
of the adult population that trappers form? 

A Could you repeat that 


question again? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 

Menicoche, Nabanni 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 

QO O.K. Of the total Dene 
population in the Mackenzie -- adult population -- do 
you know what proportion of those would be trappers? 

A I'll have to look it up. 

Q "could you look it up and 
let me know too? Why did you decide you'd like people’ 


over 30? 


A Like I said, we felt that 
people over 30 have considerable experience on the 
land, hunting and trapping, and we talked it over with 


the community leaders and they felt the same way but 


we left it up to them to make up the list of people who 


were going to be interviewed. | 


Q So it's certainly better 
from an historical point of view to have people who had 


more years of experience? 


A What do you mean by 


"Historical? 


@) Well, I mean if you have | 
een 
people who are older and they've further afield and 


you can demonstrate land use over a fairly great area, and 
someone | 


this is quite legitimate, but / obviously if you have 
been 
older, they've over a wider area in their 


trapping experience. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 

Menicoche, Nahanni | 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 

A If someone was older and 
had quite a bit of experience on the land, yes. 

Q All yight... Now, » do, you 
have any figures to show the proportions -- now, let me 
rephrase that. I've asked you if you can check the 
proportion of trappers to the total population. Now 
can you further break that down to those over 30 and 
those under 30? 

A Yes. 

Q And just so I'm clear, 
the paths on the map show any routes, trapping routes 
and areas used for trapping over the lifetime of the 


people surveyed; is that correct? 


A Yes. 
Q It doesn't go into the | 
Use == SOULY ¢ : 
A To the present. | 
Q Yes, it doesn't go into t 


use made by their anc estors? 

A Now) (Cans) add. thai == 

Q Surely. 

A -- in most Dene communi- 
ties, except for the larger places like Yellowknife, 
that the majority of the people live off the land, 
even if they're living in communities, they hunt and 
trap. 

Q Yes, Dut slothink my | 
question that I've asked you to go and check on was 
restricted to trapping. 


A Just trapping? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
CrossExam by Hollingworth 


Q Yes. I guess it follows 
from this map that you don't have a breakdown of those 


that were used, say, in the last year or the last 


five years? 





A ‘From the map? 
Q Yes. 
A That includes the last 
five years. 
Q I know it does, but you 


don't have a separate survey showing what's been used 


in the last five years. 


A No. 
Q Now when you say that 
there are 1,075 -- and I think on page 18 you said "men" 


engaged in hunting and trapping, you now say that that | 
includes some women, is that right? | 
A Yes. 
Q That's right at the 
bottom of the page 18. If I could just go through that 
phrase, you said, 
v1), 0752mMen; 
and I guess I should say, 
"and women, actively engage..." 


What's “actively engage"? What's your definition there? 


A To us hunting and trapping 


| 
i 


is a way of life and it's because -- and because es 
part of our way of life it's done depending on the 
Seasons, depending on the animals and depending on a 


lot of situations; and whether a person stops hunting 
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‘| and trapping for a while does not make him necessarily 
2 inactive, because he still has the rivers and the 

‘ lakes to fish from. 

"| Q M-hm. 

i A  ,And he still continues 
oy the way of life. It's all sort of together, it's all 
7 relative, so "actively engaged in hunting and trapping" 
| means that even though they are not in the bush maybe 
9 for one winter, in the spring they go back in the 
To bush for spring hunt. They are actively involved in 
Il living off the land, in one way or another, 
12 Q But not necessarily 
13 completely dependent on the land for their livelihood 
14 or their food, or both. You might deal with somebody 
> who goes out and traps for say one month a year and 
16 


his entire living and he doesn't solely depend on the 
land for his livelihood, does he? x 

A Well, in a way he does 
and in a way he doesn't, because he might have 
relatives who go out to hunt for a moose or caribou 
and brings it back and then he gets some of the meat 
of the moose, so he's involved in that whole process. 

Q Well, O.K., he certainly 


does a little hunting as well, but he doesn't make 
shares the benefits of his relatives or friends. Is 





that what you mean? He shares the benefits of his 
- relatives or friends. 
ae A Yes, there's a lot of 
35 ; 
| sharing going on. 
304 Q M-hm, but you say -- I'm 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 


Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


gUSt having a little difficultyvewith the term “actively 


engaged", and do you mean anybody who's gone out and 
hunted and trapped, or does so at any time is con- 
Sidered as actively engaged? I'm not quarrelling if 
you say that, I just wanted to know what your 
definition is. 

A Well, I'm trying to 
explain it. 

Q We Te nO aK 3 

A "Actively engaged in 
hunting and trapping" is like I said, it depends on 
the season, it depends on the animals, and it depends 
On other circumstances. A pason can go trapping in the 
winter say from October to Christmas time, and not go 
out again till springtime, and then goes to his fish 
camp in the summertime, and right until the fall to 
prepare for the winter,come back to town for a while, 
then go back in the bush again. So he depends more 
on the land and on the game than he does on the store- 
bought or community living. 

Q Right; O.K., but you do 
have this figure of 1,075. Let's for instance, take 
an older person who is going out less, but he goes out 
for a week to hunt caribou and comes back, and that's 
all he does for several years. Is he considered as 
actively engaged in hunting for the purposes of your 
survey? 

A Well, there's a lot of 


older men who, because they can't travel that far any 


more, they still have snares, they set snares for rabbits 
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person as the example I've raised, but supposing there 


Q M-hm. 
A So they have a route 
that they -- several routes that they go and visit | 
every day. | 
Q .And they'd be counted in 
your == 
A Theat 's part. of Living 
Orb the land. | 
Q So they'd be counted in 
your figure. | 
A Yes. | 
Q Because they're certainly 
actively engaged. 
A Yes. | 
Q Maybe there's no such | 
| 
| 


was an Older gentleman who 


did nothing but a couple 


of weeks a year or a week a year he went out and 


hunted caribou. Would he be counted in your survey? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni. 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 

A Tedon*ttknowrs aCanryou 
repeat what that -- what you said? 

9) Well, let's say he's 
getting on and he doesn't like going out as much as he 
used to and he just goes out for a week or two every 
year to hunt caribou and he comes back. Otherwise, 


he's in the village. Now, would he be counted as an 


active hunter for the purposes of your survey? 


A Yes. 
Q O1 
A Not only because -- well, 


there's a lot of reasons for including him in the 
survey. It's because our way of life is not, you know 
you don't stop it when you stop hunting and trapping. 

OQ Well, I think you've got 
living proof sitting next to you, that Mr. Pellissey is 
still very active at an age when a lot of people in 
the south would have packed it in. But, sorry, I 
interrupted you. Did you have anything more to say? 

A Because of their wealth 
of information about the land and about the animals, 
that they are still actively involved in passing on 


this information to other trappers and their children. 


| 
| 


i 


QO Even though they don't 
go out on the land? 

A Well, not to the extent 
that, they used.to: 

QO Now, are there some people | 


that go,hunting butidon'tsatrap? 


A some* years: 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 

9) O-k«, HUG OVELr a’ period 
of five years, would there be any such people or would 
it be a negligible figure? 

A I’m not sure.’ "r think 
Charlie or Freddy would be abie answer that. 

Q Would ‘you help me there? Would 
there be any people who just hunted but didn't trap? 

WITNESS GREENLAND: Well for 
the delta area the hunters and trappers who -are there 
trey're continuously hunting and trapping down there. 

Q So they'd be doing both? 

A Yes. 

Q So the converse I guess 
is true then. Anyone who traps is going to hunt as well? 

A yes. 

@) There aren't going to 
people who only trap and don't hunt? 

A No. 

Q Because you take your 
rifle along when you go trapping? 

A Thats right. 

0 O.K. Excuse me. Could 
I get you turn to page 24 of your evidence Miss Nahanni? 
On that page, you quote from the Foothills application 
in a critical manner, because you say that it's an 
indication that hunting and trapping is carried on for 
Sport, “1d aust like to put this’ to you.-“You.say that 
that's your interpretation of Foothills application. I 
just wonder if it isn't open to this interpretation, 


that we're not talking about full-time trapping and 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
hunting but a part-time avocation rather than a vocation| 
which provides goodsthat can be kept or consumed or | 
sold, but also serving as a means of relaxation for 
some one who's normally carrying on some other occupation. 
Isn't that passage from the Foothills application open | 
to that interpretation? 

WITNESS NAHANNI: What do 
you mean by "avocation"? 

Q Wella "vocation" is 
something that you carry on as your main means of 
livelihood or support or occupation, and "avocation" 
is a secondary thing done often for relaxation, ome tines 
for livelihood, sometimes for both. | 

A We don't see it that way. 

Q Well, I know you don't 


see it that way, but would you not agree with me that 


it's open to that interpretation? 


A The perception the way 
{ 
you describe -- your perception is different. | 
Q Can you expand on that : 
answer? | 
A As clear as I can put it. | 


Hunting and trapping and living off the land is our 


way of life. We look at it in a different way than 


the sports hunter or a white man who lives up here to 
go sports hunting for relaxation. 
@) Yes, I see that. | 
A We do not get involved 


in the wage earning economy because we want to. It is 





because we have very little choice and when we work we | 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
. Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
yeeahies state part-time only to go back and live the way 
we understand, the way we feel comfortable. When a 
white hunter goes in the bush, there is a lot of in- 
stances, I am sure you've heard of them at community 
hearings where very little SBE CEE was shown for traplines. 
Little respect was shown for certain animals and game. 
We really eHinK it's a bad thing because our perception 
of animals is different from yours in that we believe 
that the animals have a spirit. 
So, we don't consider wade 
earning a vocation. 
O O.K. and you feel you're 
speaking for all Dene when you say that? 
A Most. 
QO Now on page 22, at the 
bottom, you say: 
"Furthermore, a proper level of support to the 
trapping industry would undoubtedly result in 
more young people planning a future in that area." 
Can you expand upon that what you mean by that statement? 
A As far as I know, all 
from the Tuse fehatrr have ‘observed, the way our 
people have been treated, it is as though we didn't 
know how to support ourselves and as though we didn't 
have a system of our own. The reason why I'm saying this 
is because there has been no financial or moral support 
to our way of life like other areas. 
The incentive grants that the 
Territorial Government provided two or three years ago 


was dependent on the amount of income that a trapper 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
Could ger £rom his furs and IT think it would: be something 
like $400. A lot of hunters and trappers don't really 
make that much. In fact, they make less than that a 
year. So, it's not really an incentive and besides, 

a lot of hunters and trappers know that they can never 
really make a profit as a trapper. They didn't start 
hunting and trapping for profit anyways. A lot of them 
govan te. 

0 Yes. 

A So, the -- because the 
p resent government policy seems to be pushing us into 
a wage earning economy against our choice, it does not 
involve Oun values or our way of life. LE deesn’ £ 
make room for that. We feel as though we're being 
eliminated somehow; our way of life and our outlook and 
everything is undermined. 

The trapping industry is only 
part of this. A lot of young people have expressed from 
their personal experience when they go back to school 
and say oe to go back in the bush soon, but they can't 
do it because there are other pressures placed on them. 

upport 
If, in the present system there was more morally and 
financially for our people, especially the young people 
who express an interest, if there was an option for them — 
to trap -- to hunt and trap part of the year or maybe 


all of year, then a lot of them would be making plans 


for their own future. 
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Menicoche, Nahanni. 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


Q Well, do I understand 
you then to sort of look to financial support from 
the government, I take it is where it would come from? 

A The financial reece 


comes from the government, did you say? 


Q Did I understand you 
to say that you would look for financial er eoue from 
the government? Where would the financial support 
come from? 

A The financial support is, 
as far as I can see, would have to come from the 
governm ent because they do make a lot of money off 
our land. 

Q And it would be sort of 
a grant then in order to allow people to carry on hunt- 
ing and trapping as they have before. 

A It would be our right to 
have it. 

Q That's what I mean, it's 
not a loan or something like that. You feel entitled 
to that money and you feel you ought to get that from 
the government every year so you can carry on your 
traditional pursuits. 

A Yes. 

Q On. Page 24 )-— 

MR. BELL: I think Mr. Snowshoe 
would like to add something. 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: Oh, I'm 
SOXrry. Surely. 


WITNESS SNOWSHOE: Talking 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 





about trappers and the way they are standing today, 

now it's not like it used to be. Since the time I 

started travelling and trapping in the '50s and in the 

"60s, sometime in the middle of the '60s we used to 

have a lot of camps from stores and where we get outfit, 
we 


you “know. We take ‘and ‘call 1t debt and they outtit us 


and that way the people used to get around. There used 





to be traders in the delta and in the community. Right 
in Fort McPherson, that's the way we were doing it and 
that's where the trappers used to get along, they'd 

get an outfit from the stores and they charge it up, 
you know, and they're depending on the land to pay 

that back from fur-bearing animals and the time come to} 
Start when the first are going down, O.K., the person 
who put a stop to that is the Bay. The Hudson's Bay | 


Petthe Cie wwio put! a. Stop to it, no more charging. 





There's a lot of times like we had no choice, we 

had to live ourself in a way and this is where we get 
a part-time job. Now , seeing that the fur is going 
back up, like in Fort McPherson we got a co-op store 
going and we got the privilege of getting the outfit 
we want at any time now, and we've got more better 
standing of going out in the bush. So this is one way 
of thinking, people is looking to and thinking about 
it and see what kind of fight we had to do to go back 
into our way of living out on the Yand. We had £0 do a | 
let of Ssorc.or fighting for ourselt to get back to: our 
la ving. A lot of people had to help, do a part-time 


job and working on seismic line and things like that, 
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Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


just to keep agoing. In the same way we had a financial 





problem, it's not like it used to be. It used to be 
we'd just walk in a store and go up to the manager and 
Say, . wont to charge "some stuLt, © want to Go trapping, 
I want to charge some stuff, go ELsnangs 

And remember that was the 


{ 


time in school days my dad and his brother used to just 





get an outfit right now and they had to go about over 


200 miles to their trapline. No hesitation, nothing. 
They Justesay, ~O.K., GO ahead, ‘get what you want.” 

If we had the privilege of : 
anything we got in the last few years, the people would 
have been -- more and more people going out; and to have 
money like that we in the last few years didn't have | 
the privilege. We had to do our part-time job. Now I | 

| 
guess the fur price is going up, the fur price is up | 
pretty good now and oh boy, the Bay is right there, | 
"Sure, go ahead and charge." | 


Q So what you used to do 


in the old days is to get a stake from the Bay manager 





or the trader and he'd lend you the money to buy the 





goods that you needed to go out trapping, and presumabl 
you came back with the furs and paid him off with 
those. 

A Yes, m-hm. 

Q But Miss Nahanni was 
talking about something different, as I understand. 


She was talking about the go¥vernment just giving an 





OutLrigqnt grant that wasn't going to be repaid: 


A The government is -- the 
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the government, this is a loan, this, and that shows 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
trappers are worried. They're not worried but I mean 
they "re looking Imto this all the time. Trappers 
Association, we've got a Trappers Association in 
every community, I think, and they're looking into this 
as we, like I said before this co-op store I'm talking 
about got started a couple of years ago, and now -- and 
before that the government is giving out sort of a 
loan to the trappers and with that loan, well, it shows 
that the people are interested in going out back on the 
land, and I understand, according to what I hear now, 
that next fall vte's just what I heard, I didn*t, approac 
the Game Warden but like I said I had short notice of 
coming over here, anyway I understand there's 16 
families are interested in going out and back onto the 


5 a 
landy an the help from the government, a grant from 


that they're interested in going back to the land. 
Q How much does it cost -- 
A With the backing up from 
somebody, you know. 
Q Are you finished Sir? 


How much does it cost to outfit yourself for trapping? 


A Today? 

Q Yes; 22 you, Started 
from scratch today . 

A Today? 

Q Yes. 

A You're asking me that 


question? 


Q Yes. 
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1| A I know you'd like an 
2 | answer. It hurts. Some of the guys that's going to 


| 
Stare it, you know, trom ’scuatch, but don" € “say “people 
| 
| 


| haven"t Gots nothing, chey "re not Starting up from et bh, 
5 Q I just asked -- 
6 | A I suppose you mean that 
| 
By question you asked me, supposing if it did -- | 
8 Q Yes. 
; A -- then we'd go into a, 
like when we used to outfit ourself we go in thousands, | 
| Maybe not -- person had to go and get his own outfit , 
| now today, and I know hunting canoe aione is $250 right 
13 | at Fort McPherson. Used to be something like, of | 
f 





course in the old times, like 80 or $90 maybe, $265. 
| 
But the rat price now is up pretty good, maybe you 


get some rats and pay for that canoe. We look at it 





( 

| 

| 

| 

| 

f that way, you know, and like Phoebe was saying we're 

| not in there to make a profit. We're in there to make 

| a living, to live off the land. We're not worried about 
| no profit, and you can see for yourself an active 
trapper whom you just mentioned, saying that he was 
active and is living off the land, you've got witnesses 


Over there, you see them sitting over there, and the 


people that used to live off the land were in good shap 


and worked in an office for a while and you should see 


| 

i 
aa and like I said yesterday, I said I went in an office 
me right now, I don't look very active. But I know 


I'm going to go back and right now I'm worried, like 





| I said yesterday I'm worried now, I got to get back 


ogee rech ite | home. Maybe I'm going to have to charter a plane and 


Chargewtitty up to Gas Arctic or Foothills: 
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Greenland, Menicoche 


O.K., one more question 


Miss Nahanni. On page 24, near the bottom you say: 


"As some of our ather evidence will show, when you 


remove the influence of bureaucratic and mining 


industry incomes, land-based activity of the Dene 


assumes the major proportion of Dene income." 


What do you mean "removing the influence of bureaucratic 


ana mining industry incomes"? 


WITNESS NAHANNI: It means that 


if, in Yellowknife, the government left and the mining 


industry stopped, it wouldn't really affect us that 


much. We'd continue our way of life. 


that Dene people now get more money 


Q 


But you're not saying 


or more anything 


from bureaucratic and mining industries than they do 


from land-based activities surely? 


A 


Dene people are getting 


more money from the government and industries, is that 


what you're asking? 


Q 


Well, that's what I 


interpreted from that statement and I just wonder if 


that's what you meant? 


we-Getwi rom jsrapping -- 


questions. 


As compared to the money 


Right. 


Yes, 


there is. 


There is more money? 


More money. 


Os Kes 


Those are all my 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 


Pellissey, Nahanni 


Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 


A Depending on position, 
of course. 

Q Depending on what? 

A Depending on the position 
of the person. | 

Q Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. 


Could -- that interested me too, Miss Nahanni. It's 


my impression that there are very, very few Dene 


employed in the mining industry in the Northwest Territor- 


ies. Now there are,I understand what income to Dene 
people from working in a mine would be, but what's the 
bureaucratic income? Are you talking about the money 
that Dene who work for the government receive as 


salary or are you talking about the money that goes to 


pay for all the government people, mostly white, in the 


Northwest Territories. 

That particular passage is 
aelittie hard to follow. 

A I think that's a loaded 
one because O.K., on the one hand the bureaucrats who 
supposedly look after our affairs are making money for 
doing that, looking after our affairs and we are the 


problem as it were. 


Q Yes, I understand your 
point: 

A On the other hand, there 
are people in --- who live, say in Yellowknife who get 


a lot of welfare and if that is removed, if in the event | 


that the bureaucratic structure andall the people working 


: 
| 
| 





























ire F che di. ecbiate oo 
re mee | Pa, per ae ae t 
| tmon wasabi 






A | Aoaray att 2 
Y. | 


: ern 


ed 


an saree? =SRMOTRRIMNOD dr 
y" og anne aaae , coun Sedéaeyetai Pada = biua> 


anal? wet Vxey (w¥er ave etedt tedd noteeeeqmi ym 


soc batet Fequaterot) afd ak yxsen bet QaLara say a heyolgmts } 


erat ct snimene det Sasdatehbra IT \yets Stead wor eel 
of ©’ 40M Sud'.ed bigew ec.im @ Sf @aidvow mort sidoedq 
rary #248 seots pont bad ox sxA Samooal olsdsetowseawe 


6 aviouet BHesnTevop sA (o> 42Ow ow erat) sect 


; [ - 
‘og 2900 Jeds’ Yonow af geodn enialad voy asa 20 Yuslse | 
I 7] 
. cia 7 i sitet i. oe 
grid ai ,etatiw yliteon , giao; Jonnnsevop GNF iis tor yed " 
“9 
We %& 
: . eelsotiasal szewls 104 = 
| Ve 
ai SPReWeq Bence : 
1 
; of buact alvs2t « 
behsaol a a’ sea? anid? £ j 
onw gtesnueesud ed’ based afc aaa ia ..#.0 seveded ano 
| ta yanom waitem acs asintie the tests gool ylhseoqyte Lvl 
| eS vats 
an% ave ow fete eriattea wo ged3s vontdool ,jands pasok a 
a 4 
. -avew gies metdox? . 
|) soe Suedexshaer TF eae 9 iF ia 
S44 : 
7 
a 
is 
at 
6 ady ‘nd \ | 


Vie : ’ = ’ 4 : 
woltey al yeu yeuvil ove — nai alyo 18 


hevomal wb dally Bb bas exadtaw: to tol | 
- om ia Jae - ov 
tiie BRAS : gins oe none (eet 






a 





_ 


4 


WW 


6 


| 
4 


(S& 


22566 
Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Hollingworth 
for the bureaucracy had gone, the influence of the 
bureaucracy and the industries has an effect on our 
way of life in that it confuses a lot of our people 
and without these two influences, the Dene communities 
can stabilize itself sort of. It's upside down now 
and it can sort of turn right side up again. So that 


the welfare situation would -- people who are receiving 


welfare now in Yellowknife would be fairly well taken 


Care Of by Our relatives ene waylLihatetnie other comnini— | 


ties are doing. 

9) Right. 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: Those are 
all my questions thank you. 

MR. SCOTT: Mr. Steeves?. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just before 
you start Mr. Steeves one thing that if you look at 
the top of page 23, Miss Nahanni in the presentation 
that she's made on behalf of the panel discusses the 


-- this is the reference to the survey carried out by 


Arctic Gas. Miss Nahanni has challenged the survey 


made in 1972 that said only 96 persons out of a population 


of 23,600 were engaged in full-time and regular part- 
time trapping. 

Now, you might tell me Mr. 
Steeves and Mr. Hollingworth -- not now but when you've 
had an opportunity to determine whether this is so -- 
whether all the subsequent figures; the Van Ginkel 


figures, the Foothills figures and so forth, all go 


back to the 1972 survey which I gather was made by Gemini 


North. I may be wrong about that but just looking at 


all of this --: in other words, all of them -- I'm not 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
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saving this Cross-Exam by Steeves 


/critically but we come back to this that all of the 


material filed by Arctic Gas and Foothills goes back 
to the survey made by Gemini North in '72. If it 
Goes, well, it makes it simpler for us to know -- 
But that's all I'm getting at’ and vou may not-- 

MR. STEEVES: I think I under- 
stand your question sir and I would like to deal with it 
after discussion. 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: Would you 
like that answer here in socio-economic evidence given 
by the applicants or would you like it sooner? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well it might 


be helpful if it's sooner because I may say, just so 


that you know the impression I received in the communities, 


was that for the most part, they took violent exception 
tc the Gemini North study and if you look at the 
transcripts, you'll see that that is the reaction to 

a great deal that was said in that study. 

I should tell you that that 
was the four volume study that was filed very early 
on,long before the hearings began, and since I had a lot 
of time in those days, I read the four volumes. 

Well, at any rate, you might 
when you have a chance just let me know whether we're 
looking at one set of figures. This happens. One 
set of figures keeps getting reproduced and becomes 
Holy Writ after awhile. 

All right. ~Mr. Steeves, you're- 
nextyumethink. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. STEEVES: 
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Cross-Exam by Steeves 

0 Miss Nahanni, I was 
interested in your discussion about the incentive 
program and are you referring there to a program by 
the government which was instituted after a drastic 
fall in fur prices,whereby an attempt was made to 
supplement the income of people from your settlements 
who were trapping but could no longer sustain themselves. 
as a result of the loss in income? Is that what you 
mean by the incentive program? 

A The incentive program 
had to do with low fur prices. 

Q Yes, and it was an attempt 
by the government to supplement what your people, that 
were trapping, were able to earn so that they could 
Stay with the old way of life, that is, living in 
the bush and trapping. Was it not? 

A The incentive program 
was not necessarily well known sort of,and I know that 
a lot of trappers who could have gotten this money 
dian’*t really get it. 

Q I see. Was it a good 
1dea,,4an its time in vour opinion? 

A in. a Way, tS) sr 

QO Could ie whave, 2h 1) had 
worked well and I don't know whether it did or not, 
could it have helped your people in what they want to do? 

A I would have -- I would 


regard it as very little. I mean there just wasn't 


much support. There wasn't much. 


Q That's right. Do you mean 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Steeves 
very little in terms of the money that's given out to 
mining companies and the money that's taken out of 
this country by -- 

A No, in comparison to how 
we could really get involved in setting up our own 
program and involving more of our people into a more 
active program including our way of life into this 
program, then it would have been a lot better. 

Q That's what I'm interested 
in. Can you tell me how that incentive program could 
have been made to work well. Not work well from my 
way of looking at it, from -- the way your people 
LOOk Faerie 

A How we could have? 

Q What could have been done 
with it? It was a good idea basically, was it? 

A It was O.K. 

Q O.K.5, Dut. 2.6 “dvdn tywork 
well, is that what you're saying? 

A It isn't working well. 

Q All right. Well, what 
changes could be done? How should it work in order 
that it would work? How should it be done so that it 
will work well? 

A I think=-that ib would 
be very useful for the Dene -- 

QO Yes. 

A -- to look at this program 
and talk it over and make the necessary changes, or 


additions to this. program. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Steeves 

Q What additions or changes 
do you think should be made? Can you talk about that? 
I'd be very interested. 

A I think that would mean 
that a lot of other things “outa change too because 
we would like not only certain programs to change 
but other programs to change because like I said in 
my Pe rocerenet not all ‘of us are going to hunt and trap 
off the land, but there is different aspects of our 
way of life that could be included in the way we live 
now and. —= 


0) What -- I'm sorry, I 


beg your pardon. 
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Cross-Exam by Steeves 

A So if we were to evaluate 
this program it would involve -- it would have to 
involve a lot of our people at all levels, and it 
would also involve not only discussions but it would 
involve travelling. It would involve consulting one 
community wth another community, and it would be part 
of a total sort of part of what we'd like to see for 
ourselves. It would be a very small contribution, in 
fact. 

Q You mentioned, as I 
understood you to say, not all of your people want 
to go back to living off the land. Some would like 
toy.Am J-cornect inethat? 

A Many would like to. 

Q Many would like to, and 
you believe that help could be given or programs could | 
be developed which would assist those many of your : 
people that want to go back trapping and living off the 
fang... tsechat ‘correct: 

A Yes. 

Q And only one small part 
of it, I guess, is something like this incentive 
program that you think, as I understand you, would 
formia basis.forsypart  of~thexthings+-that have to be 
deneainsordes,toscdo.that.,Am Ip r1ghe? 

A Can you repeat that 
question? 

Q Yes, .Limysornry.. As I 
understand what you're saying, and can I just take you 


back because I want to make sure yau and I are under- 
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Cross-Exam by Steeves — 
standing each other completely. Some of your people -- 
many of your people would like to go pees to hunting 
and trapping as a way of life. Is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q  . One way that they could 
be helped to do that is by a program something like the 
incentive program that is in existence now. Is that 
igh Mw | g ail 

A Something better than 
the incentive program, yes. 

Q What I'd like you to tell 
me is how would you make it better? Not as a whole 
answer, but just deal with the incentive program, how 
would you make that better so it works better? 

A We would need to have 
some control on the program. In fact, we would need 
to have total control on the program. | 

Q Within your own people? 

A Yes, and that means 
that we'd have to discuss with the government the 
terms under which, because we know that all the money 
that we've ever gotten so far has always been with 
conditions, so realistically if we were to get control 
ofthis program it would not be something that is small, 
it would be something that is big, that would involve 
a lot of aspects of our life, our various aspects, 
various activities of our way of life. 

Q I think I understand 
what you're saying. You're saying it's more than just 


a freedom from bureaucratic control that we all suffer 
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from, You want to control your own lives. 
A Tiiates correct. 
Q And you think --you're 


saying, I think, that if your people had that kind of 
controle omithat? kind of Peeon about monies, in that 
kind of a program controlled, as you say, by your 
people, you could help many of the people that would 


lke won go back? tor do.‘sor, 


A Including, yes, many of 
D Q Including who? 
A It would include those 
many I mentioned. 
Q Yes, I understand that. 


Have you thought about how that would work, if you | 
were free of bureaucratic control, how would you do are 

A The discussion on how | 
to control our own lives again does not really actually 
involve the incentive program. You're talking about 
something different now. 

Q No, I'd like yau to tell 
me, if you've thought about it, how the incentive 
program -- but-controlled and managed by your own 
people, could be made to help you. 

A The discussion on control 
is occurring right now. It has been for quite a few 
years. 

Q O.K. 

A And I would like the 


leaders, who would be the best people to answer that 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
‘I question. 
2 | 
| Q All right, thank you. 
3f There are many people who want to go and do these 
"4 Kind of things but -= thathis gotback tose@rapping 
| Onpgosback to what [can call the traditional ways of 
z Dite; ais. that' 1? 
4 A Our way of life? | 
: Q Yes. There are others 
“| who would exercise, if they had the freedom to choose would 
ji notowantwto dorcthate ve Tsithatoright? 
os A The way I can answer 
a this is that even those who do not hunt and trap; in 
13 | fact we look at it this way, if a person hasn't 
ay hunted and trapped, he really doesn't know what he's 
4 missing because it makes things clear. O.K., and so | 
a: his or her opinion is dependent on whether he or she | 
4 has had that experience. | 
v4 Q I understand you. 
i A O.K., and after that 
a experience it depends on that person whether he or 
+ she feels that he or she wants to do this in the 
22 future, and the future we would like to see that open, 
‘ that option available to these people should they chang 
“<4 their mind. 
25 | 
| Q But as I understand what 
3 you're saying, they must be free to make that choice 
4 themselves. 
a A Options have to be avail- 
sy able® to them. 
39 | 
| 
| 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 


Menicoche, Nahanni 


Cross-Exam by Steeves 





Q Now, what are the 
options? 

A At the moment? 

Q . Of the Dene people. 

A At the moment? 


Q At the moment, no. I 


understand what you're talking about. Assume that 





the Dene people have the political and other freedom 
that they could have those options available to them. 
What would the other options be? 

A That again is currently 
being debated. 

Q Tome want: tO pry into 
private matters concerning, you know, the land claims 


or into internal discussions. That's not my business. | 





Is that what you're telling me? 


A Yes. 
Q Pardon? 
A Yes. 


Q ALL right, thank you. 

WITNESS MENICOCHE: I'd like 
to add to what Phoebe had to say. I don't want to 
dispute it, Phoebe, or anything, but this incentive 
program, I haven't heard about it. I was just wonder- 
ing whether Mr. Steeves was just talking about 
something that might possibly occur. The only incentiv 
program that I've heard about is the program where the 
Game Warden has given a certain -- I think it's 10% 


Of the amount of fur-bearing profit “any trapper has 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 

Menicoche, Nahanni 

Cross-Pxam by Steeves 
gotten Over the past year and [ just know of -a couple 
of cases in Fort Liard and that just happened last 
year. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean . 
he makes an advance? 

A No, this incentive 
program, I don't know what Phoebe and Mr. Steeves are 
talking about because I haven't heard about it. 

MRo STEEVES: Lm sorry.) “Can 
I just say I understood Miss Nahanni to say that's one 
of the things that's wrong with the whole idea, is that 
aha Se don't know about it, and I think what you have 
Said is in accordance with that. But I understood, 
as I understand the program -- well, I'm sorry, is aia 
someone here who will -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we'll | 
ask Commission counsel and his ataff to make sure | 
that's sorted out, not necessarily when this panel is 
present, but at some stage. 

Mr. Bayly isn't here but I 
assume -- oh, I see him out there. Mr. Bayly, if you'd 
Likerto 401m ws for a ‘moment. 

MR. STEEVES: I thought maybe 
he was taking the advice of that witness yesterday, 
in packing Up his tent. 

MR. BAYLY: We have to at thi 
time of year, Mr. Commissioner, the bears get into 
them. 

THE COMMISSIONER: This 


guestion that has been raised about the extent to which 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Steeves 
the Dene people still make use of the land. Now, you 
-- there are a number of ways of examining that ques- 
tion, and in the statement -- inthe presentation that 
Miss Nahanni has made she dealt with it in a most 
comprehensive way. Now I want you to understand that 


I am not relying solely on you know, these figures, 


whether they are the Gemini North figures, or the 


Brotherhood figures, you know whether it's 96 or 
1 7075 P oecause*statastics often don't tell the whole 
story one way or the other, whichever set you may 
adopt. SG,con t think that im. wil ling sto: play 7a 
kind of numbers game here. You all seem to be into 
this numbers thing now. Maybe to help us sort it out 
Mr. Bayly, you might on behalf of COPE at some stage 
let us know what the corresponding figure would be | 
for the Inuit people in the Western Arctic, and by | 
that I mean in the villages and towns that I have 
visited and held hearings at where Inuit people lived, 
what the corresponding Inuit figure would be to the 
1,075 figure for trappers that is in Miss Nahanni's 
brief, and some you might; Mr: Scott, in due course 
LEC aM mesa ee = 

MR SCOTT: Yes, I will. 

THE COMMISSIONER: -- the 
Gouncil for Yukon Indians, Mr. Veale, yes -- 

MR. BAYLY: Hell be back. 

THE COMMISSIONER: -- Mr. Veale), 
I was going to say Lueck and then I was going to say 
Lutes, and I knew I was headed in the wrong direction. 


But you might let Mr. Veale know that it would be 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Steeves 
helpful if he would give us this corresponding figure 


for the people of Old Crow. That would give us, I 
think, a b£Otall figure, 

Now as I say, that wouldn't 
necessarily complete the picture, whether we accept 
those figures or reduce them or enlarge them or what- 
ever, because so much depends on people's attitudes 
toward the land as well as simply on the activity they 


may be engaged in. 
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MRVOBAYLY$ is that, Mr. 


Commissioner, excuse me, a figure that is based on those 


people that live from the land? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well let 


me come to that now -- 


MR. BAYLY: Trap, hunt or £ish-... 


on the land ? 


THE COMMISSIONER: I -- My 


impression has been, in my travels in the north that if 


you're hunting or fishing, you're usually hunting or 


fishing for food for yourself and your family and if 


you're trapping, to a much greater extent you're trapping 


for furs, and there's one of the purposes of trapping 


for furs is either to manufacture clothing for yourself 


or your family or to sell the furs for cash so that 
these things don't necessarily correspond altogether. 
But, it may be that counsel could get together and I 
know that the Inquiry staff has been working on this 
whole problem, but it may be counsel could get together 
with Commission counsel and Mr. Weick and Mr. Jackson 
and have a discussion about this so that everybody is 
NOG at Cross—purposes.. 

But, it may be that if for 
a family, the land constitutes either the main source 
of food or the main source of income. That is a test 
that all of you can agree to and perhaps work out some 
figures that are not in dispute. I assume the 1,075 
trappers would, accepting that figure for purposes of 
argument, would, by and large, be heads of households, 


heads of families. 











i a1 . 7 f 
~~ won 4+sdt of emo> am | @ 
Ss Ye +6 0lGe't i a 


fet? 20 taut ,gqsxT :YIYA@ .ak 


? 
r ¢ Saal sid no 
yM --- sRaMOTe2TMMOD RET 
‘ | 
“rt sofa daaon ods ok elavers yn ar oad madd sotees ums 
16 pnizagd vi lave ox sory »paidall to pakiaud ea‘ ooy 
tk Sas yiimet soy bas tieaxvoy 10% boot xo% enidet? 
lpniqgayt? sr’ sgoy Jnstxe IsisesD Noom & OF watqqs1t oi" poy 
} 
paiqqsy? 20 estoqing ef? To eto e'oterntt Bas .ert yor 
| \Isatvoy yet pririsolys etwyon uaa of tedsis at etuz 702 
jscdd Of tape tot ety2 sis [ise o2 io yfimes? thoy xO 
tedsepoeia bnoqasz100 ylisseeenen ft’ rob epnide seeds 
T bes Bendepos sep Bluos Loanven gadg a vain’ ga , tue 
sti? no peidsow osed esd Bista yrtupat ody tef2 word 
toritewot fap Bblyon [senwoo od yaa 3% duck medderaey eLoriw ° 
. mosdort .t! bas apofeW .sM Bas [seaven mMotexiamoD dttw 
ei. ybody evs $844 of shad svorts noLegyoeih 4 svad bre 
-B9209TNg-B2079 Je ton 
102 2) #603 sd ysm 22 .2nG 


esoivroa niea add redtia essuegttanco bast of% .yvitms? 6 pe 





$xe? s ei gadT .emooni Ic eoxwwe)ese cism ef? yo boo? 0 
7 ra - 
= } . _ 


emoe tuo *\,0w aganteg bas of votrs faa wo Yo lis ge 
in ®, 


“79,1 of¢ sewees I .eduqgeld at jon ete sais aon 


i 


.eblorsesod to absed ad \orx6f bas vd \bloe 
. . we, 


i : Ty - > 
° | - Be Li 





22580 

Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Steeves 

Now we have heard from women 
who trap who are effectively the heads of households 
in the communities and I'm taking that into account 
too. I'm -- you're perfectly at liberty to ignore 
everything I've just said, but it may be that if counsel 
got together you might find that you could get along a 
little farther along this road and perhaps reach common 
ground of some kind. 

In what I've said, I'm not 
detracting at all from this very impressive presentation 
that you've made. It's a very important subject and | 
important to me and I want to make sure that we all 
know what we're arguing about. 

So, on that note, I wonder 
if we might stop for coffee and then Mr. Scott could 
proceed. 

MR. SCOTT: Is Mr. Steeves 
finished? 

THE COMMISSIONER: He's headed 
for coffee. I think he's finished. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR A FEW MINUTES) 
(PROCFEDINGS RESUMFI PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 


CROSS-FXAMINATION BY MR. SCOTT: 
oe 8) Miss Nahanni, I'd 


like to ask you some questions about the way the survey | 
was prepared but before I do, do I understand first 

of all that its primary purpose is to show the extent 
to which the land has been used by your people, insofar 
as they have memory of it being used? 


WITNESS NAHANNI: 
A The primary purpose of 





our land use and occupancy research is to show the 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Scott 


extent of our land use for the purposes of our land claims. 


Q Yes and for that purpose 


you asked people to tell you the routes and hunting 


and trapping locations that they had used either presently 


or in the past? 


A Yes. 


} 


! 
t 


Q Yes. I take it that there | 


is no purpose in these maps to show the extent to which 
people are today dependent on those particular routes 
or locations? 

A A lot of these routes are 
Dene trails and they're seasonal trails and when people 
go off on the land they use these trails. 

Q But I suggest to you that 
many of them are not trails or locations that are 
necessarily being used now? 

A That's correct. 

Q Yes, though they were 
used some time in the past in let's say the last 
generation? 


A What do you mean "the 


last generation"? These trails are not used every year, 


but they're used occasionally by different people. 

Q So the purpose is not 
to show that these trails or locations are being used 
this year or last year? 

A No. 

Q rT take it, it's not 
the purpose to show by your figures of 30 percent or 


1,076 the number of people that are wholly cependent on 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 
hunting and trapping? 

A What do you mean by "wholly 
dependent"? 

Q Well, who depend for 
their food or money exclusively on hunting and trapping. 

A It shows the Dene land 
use. 

Q Yes, but it isn't intended 
to show that 1,076 people are dependent exclusively 
for food or money on trapping or hunting? 

A Not exclusively for 
hunting andvtrapping and fishing,/ but thats, ony, part 
Of “Ehe: waynoc Lite. 

Q Yes, I think I understand 
that: bute what I'm gettingvat iecthat vour figure of 

pe show 
1,076 is really designed the people or the heads of 


families or what have you who utilize the opportunity 


to hunt and trap either for their own food or to get 


* ~~ . 
Sa 


a 


cash. gaits 
A Yes. | 
6) Thats, Way pol, your 1,076 
there may be people who just participate in the caribou 
hunt and are not interested in doing anything else. 
A I don't know whether it's 
a lack of interest in anything else, but the -- some 
just hunt. Some people just hunt. 
Q ANC ias Vou. sehank rank ly 
said in answer to one question that's why in your 1,076 
there will be some people who are busy hunting, aan eee 


and fishing for many months in the year and there are 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 
some people who are busy hunting, trapping and fishing 
for perhaps only a week or two in the year? 

A I wouldn't really say 
whether it's a week or two in the year because there's 
the different seasons. Mis eaiay spend about a week or 
two in each season. ‘ 

Q I take it that -- what 
we're getting at though is that there are some people 
an your == 

A Excuse me, excuse me -- 

Q I'm sorry. 

A I might add that when you 
go spring hunting, it isn't only for a week or two 
it's usually for about a month. 

Q Yes. But -- 

A A month and a half. 

Q It seems to me perhaps 
part of the trouble that some people have had of under- 
Standing sthese tiaps, Nas been because they. cont under= 
stand that the fact is that of these 1,076,a number of 
those 1,076 will engage in every form of hunting and 
trapoine creat is available to them and there are others 
who will engage for only one or two perhaps types of 
hunting and trapping that's available to them. 

A Most of the people that 
we interviewed if they're not hunting and trapping all 


year round, they did maybe two years ago or maybe they 


hunt all year maybe for 23 years and maybe for 40 years. | 


We were talking about people who have a lot of experience 


on the: rand. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 

Q Well that's what I -- the 
next thing that I was going to come to, that of the 
1,076, there will be a nOnbeY in that 1,076 who were 
very active hunters three or four years ago perhaps 
but who are not active now. 

A Not by choice. 

Q “well, it may not -- I 
understand that. It may not be by choice but who in 
fact, for whatever reason, are not active now. 

A Not all year round. 

OF Yes. There are of course 
in that 1,076 he : 

MR. BELL: Excuse me. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Exeiee 
me Mr. Scott. 

MR. BELL: 1 think Mr. Snow- 
shoe wanted to add something. 

WITNESS SNOWSHOE: You people 
are talking about the last few years for trapping and 
hunting and the people are not interested in going back | 
into the land. You must bear in mind that about six, 
seven years ago, probably these 1,075 were on the land, 
about a year round. I remember the time, about that 
time about seven years ago, I was out on the land year 
round. I fish in summer. 'When I stay in the bush 
I stay 35 miles above McPherson. We stay there a year 
round. In that time, the life-style changing for us. 
That's when they started with coming in with these 
low rental housing and welfare. Just think about and 


it's about seven years ago. The people, the native 
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22005 
Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Scott 
people of the north were independent until you brought 
in that low rental housing and that's where when we first 
got sucked into that business of going into low rental 
housing everything is going to be good. That's just 
the way it is when you. soe kily into something new like 
that without thinking about what you're getting yourself 
into. But you realize later on when you try as I 
was talking yesterday when I said when I first brought 
in -- sort of made up my mind I'm going to go into 


! 


town and start working and that's when I started working} 


| 
| 

e J J e | 

in town and while I was working in town and this booze, | 


liquor came in free to us all as long as we had the 


money and I. became an alcoholic. I was lucky enough 


£0 hang onto a job. 
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ynnowshoes, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Scott 


And since that time I never 





drank over alvealr nows p stilletry my best, and you 
MUSE bear in mind that weydidn' tiquit, we were sort 
of forced into these low-rental housing, and that's 
the biggest headache I can Caine about today. Like I 
said, the Community of Fort McPherson is looking 
into it now and thinking of getting their own place 
and start living the way they used to live. 

Q Well, Mr. Snowshoe, I 


think you've explained today and yesterday that you 





were a full-time hunter and trapper until this low 


rent housingscame in. 


A Yes. | 
Q And after that you got a | 
JOB vin cown. : | | 
A Yes. : 
Q You told us -- now for | 


example, what hunting and trapping have you been able 
to do in the last year? 

A In the last year? . In the 
last year, last year I was working. Like I said, I 
Guit drinking last year and had to find my way, and 
this is one of the benefits we're supposed to be 
getting, we're supposed to be employed, and I was Peet 
on the Dempster Highway last spring and I didn't like 


what I seen on the Dempster Highway concerning us 





natives. I worked there till May. From there I went 

in and worked in the co-op store, and at that time 
yeo.get Dack in the bush. 

my mind was still bothering me I was working in the 


co-op store, and then I said, "No way, I'm not going to 
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Menicoche, Nahanni 


Snowshoe, Greenland, PE 
Cross-=E kam Dy SCout : 


WOKS, 1 4mgoing y4O .co back cout in the bushwand £iish," 


and thats what, I,did last summer. 


Q And you were fishing for 
the summer? 

A Yes, from August, yes. 

Q From August until when? 

A Until November. 

Q Until November, and then 


atten thatownat did you do? 


A Then after that I went 





back -- you know, it's one thing in the north when a 
person is not drinking, and any job available they 

aust Jike@stecgrab you, gand. gl didn't do Loogmuch until 
in uwJanuary Ll got a job concerning working with alcohol, | 
and now I'm working in -- we got a little centre up | 


there, which I'm glad to help, seeing that we're trying! 


to show that we are trying to help ourself, to help 





our community, people that's involved in drinking. 

Q And that's what you're 
working at now? 

A I'm working at that now 


but toasked for’ aA MOnth Off SO.1 Can. go out. 


Q COLOuUt fishing or hunting: 

A Hunting rats, ves. 

Q And when are you going 
to,do that: 

A Well, I'm supposed to be 


gone. already; I'm here. 


Q Ta isorry. Yow pit me. in 
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my place. Now, Miss Nahanni, I take it that in the 





1,075 there will also be some people who hunt and 
trap mostly for their own consumption, and some who 
do it for their own food and, to, sell. 

WITNESS NAHANNI: Did you say 
“hunt “andistrap oe 

Q Well anothe 1075 eee 


you have, there will be some who do it for their own 





food almost entirely, and some who do it for their 
own food and for the purposes of sale. 

A Yes. 

Q Well now, when you went 
to a community to interview these people, would you 
tell me again how you found the people to be inter- 
viewed? 


A I think Betty and Freddie | 





would be the best people to answer that question. 


Q All siLont. 


A But I could answer it 
as well. 

Q Well, whichever yau 
want. 

A Usually I talked with 


the field workers before they went into the communities 
to interview hunters and trappers. I suggested to 

them that they make a total list of trappers first 
before obtaining a sample, and that the sample can be, 
the people who are on the sampe, they can choose the 
people who are on the sample after they have -- no, 


and consult with their leaders, the community leaders, 
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and also the people who are 30 and over because they 
have the most experience. Now when they went in the 
communities they didn't necessarily make a total list 
at the beginning because it took some time to get the 
quota anyways, so they started interviewing right 
away and then from that they eventually got the quota. 
They didr't really say who was going to be on the 
sample immediately. 
Q I take it the idea when 
you began, if you had time and money, was to prepare 


the total list and then take a sample of about 303% 


rom. that, 

A Yes. 

Q And was that done in 
some of the communities? 

A The total list and then 
the sampe? 

Q es. 

A All communities, the 


sample at the moment all the communities are completed 
except for two. We're still expecting more interviews 
from Rae and a few more from Providence. I really 
couldn te== 

Q But in every community 
with the exception of Rae and Providence, leave them 
out if they're not finished, but in every other 
community were you able to get a total list? 

A Yes. 

Q So you would have a list 


of ly Oyo Timntess- anc trappers. 
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A Invrackee= 

Q From which you selected 
your samples. 

A -- no, we usually took 


the samples from the total of each community and then 
we added up the total 11St; but I find that there is 


more than 1,076 -- not 76, 75, I find that there is 





more than that because I find that there is more people 


who are not on the band list, for instance. 


Q But the point I'm getting 
how 
at is that much depends on’the sample was selected 
in any of these things, as you know, and I take it 
that what you tried to do first was to get what we're 
calling the total list for a community. 

A Yee. 

Q And you would get that 
by going to the band list and by talking to people. 

A By talking to the commun- 
ity leaders and other trappers. 

Q Yes, and what would you 
ask them?"Who are the hunters and trappers around here?" 
That -sont! of questwons 

A What we usually asked, 


"What areas are used for a community?" Like most of the 


field workers know the trappers and they know which 


trappers go where. Am I answering your question? 
Q I think I understand. 
Let's take an example of Fort Good Hope, I take it 


that you would go in there and you would go to the band 
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Cross-Exam by Scott 
: list and talk to the people in the community and you 
a would try to get a total list of all the hunters and 
_ trappers in the community. Is that right? 
; A bike: 1 said ete ftevc 
; workers usually knew the AR EAE and trappers, but 
6 


they used the band list as well as talking to the 


Q Did they ever keep those 


lists? 
Did they keep then? 


Yes. 


Heat O20 (AF 


Yes. . 

Q And on those lists there 
will be at least 1,075 names? | 

A On my total list? 


QO Yes. 


A They're not all together 
but there are over 1,075. 

Q Yes, and Mr. Bell has 
those lists if anyone wants to see them. 

A I could type them up or 
he couldstypesthem wp; 

Q Is that all right, Mr.BelJ]? 


“ 
community leaders to obtain the total list. 
When you had those lists then you would select, persons 
| 


to be interviewed, or the leaders of the community woul 
select persons to be interviewed. 

A Depending on whether | 
they were in town, depending on when they could be | 


interviewed, and the sample -- the list of people on 
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the sample were not really definite from the beginning. 
It depended on which person was available, and the 
extent of his experience on the land. What we were 
trying to bring out was that our -- my generation 
anyway, weren't taught the -- about our land. In fact 
a lot of us knew what Southern Canada was all about 


in terms of, you know, where people travelling on buses 


etc. We didn't know about our land, and the people 
could 
who had the most experience provide all that informa 


tion, sO what we were trying to do was to try to get 


information. We knew the information was there. We just 





had to get it down in writing. 

Q I have no questions about 
the information. I am for the moment entirely satis- 
fied with that. What I'm interested in is the 1,075 | 


Ligute, ana Vt seems to me uenat there are: two ways OF | 
getting that figure. The first 1S £o go Out and (make 

a list of 1,075 hunters and trappers, with the help of 
council lists and the leaders of the community, and the 
second is to interview 390 people or 396 people and 
multiply by three. Now, which way was it done? 

A We didn't determine the 
quota frem the beginning, like I said. When we were 
looking at a community, for instance, the field worker 
would make a list of all the people who hunt and trap 


and fish and included men and women. 
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Q And that's a list that 
Bell? 


rN An@ that, 6.the wWi1st that 


Q Yes. 


A And after that was made, 


and that could have taken you know over a period of 


two months or three months -- 


QO Yes. 


A -- but you see, the 


-- from that list the field workers determined approxi- 


mately one-third but they didn't say which, they 


didn't determine which trapper would be interviewed at 


that time. They interviewed the people who had the 


most experience and the lists were made up of people 


who were over 30, but through the course of the re- 


search we find that there are more people who hunt and 


trap under 30, so they were included in the list. 


Q O.K., well now let's 


see if I understand. You've got in your office to 


support this a list of over 1,075 people who in the 


judgment of the leaders of the community and your 


field workers are the hunters and trappers that are 


referred to in this study. 


A Thats correct. 


Q You also have a list of the 


people who were in fact interviewed to help you make 


the map. 


A That's: correct. 


Q Oko anda Mra Seblenas 
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access to that list as well. 

A Yes. 

Q Now, those people who 
were interviewed, I take it, were determined by either 
the field workers or by the leaders of the community. 

A They were determined by 
the field workers and the community leaders. 

Q And by and large you 
tried to find people who were over 30 and who were the 
most experienced. 

A Yes. 

Q Because you were doing 
a historical review of land use in the Territories. 

A Past and present, yes. 

Q Yes, past and present. 
And when the field workers interviewed them, I take it 


these interviews were conducted by one or two people 


orally. There wasn't a questionnaire or anything. 
A No. 
4 
Q And I think you said in 


your evidence that when the interview was over it 
was recorded by the field worker in writing on 


information or biography sheets. 


| 








A Yess 

Q And some on tapes. 

AD M-hm. 

Q And I take it the tapes ar 


Simply on tapes because you haven't got around to 
tGanscruibing. them vet. 


A Some of them are 
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Cross-Exam by Scott 
transcribed. 

Q I see, and those biogra- 
phy and information sheets are available and are the 
backup for your land use maps. 

A ea: 

Q And they are all availabl 


to Mr. Bell. 


A Yes. 

Q For all 396 interviewees. 
A Yes. 

Pe Yes. 

A 


But I'd like to add that 
these are personal documents and we want to keep them 
confidential. | 

Q Well, I take it that 
apart from the name of the persons, perhaps, you have 
no objection to anyone of the Inquiry who was intereste 
in your land use study from examining them. 

A Looking at the list of 
people who were interviewed? 

Q And the interview sheets. 

A We would have to talk to 


the persons who were interviewed, first. 


Q But if they consented, 
you wouldn't have any objection. . 

A re -theyesatdsat*stO.K., 
Ghentits 0. ky 

Q Well now, can you tell us 


in general terms what's on those information sheets? 
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First of all, I take it that you have the name and the 
address and the age of the person you're interviewing. 
A Yes. 


Q * Yes, and you have some- 


thing about how long he's been trapping and hunting, 


and where. 


A yes. 
| Q Do you have anything 
about whether he is presently - that is in the last 
year ov two -—- hunting or trapping? 
ae Ais Yes. 
Q Do you have anything 
about whether he is trapping or hunting for his own 
consumption or for sale? . 


A Not necessarily. 





Q Do you have anything ea 
whether he has participated in the Territorial Govern- 
ment's subsidy program about which you and Mr. Steeves 
were talking? ) 

A ‘Not necessarily. 

Q Do you have anything on 
the sheet about the value of the sales, if he sold 
his produce? 

A In terms of money? 

Q Yes, if he sold furs 
in one year, do you have anything abaut how much he 
got for them in any year? 

A Some of the trappers 


mentioned how much a pelt used to cost, as compared to 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Scotr 
what it is now. 

Q Well, that's complaining 
about deflation’ I take it they weren't asked 
routinely and they didn't eet you routinely about 
how much money, if they were selling, they were able 
to make? 

A No. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do the 
sheets show the animal that they were hunting for? 

For instance, muskrat, caribou, fish, fishing, whatever 
Does that appear from the material? 

A It depends on the 
season. They tell us that in the wintertime they 
would trap for fur-bearing animals such as wolverine, 
fox and lynx, martin, mink. 

Q SO that. == 

A And that's -- 

Q -- it's a fair assumption 
that they would be trapping for furs, if those are the 
species listed; but that if it says "caribou" at a 
given time of year we can assume that it's for --. 
they're hunting for food. 

A Yes, and most of the 
animals trapped are also consumed. 

MRo SCOTT +40 Miss Nahanni, 
you may have answered this and I think I have it 
clear, you would also get from the interviewees where 


they trapped and hunted? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-ExXam by Scott 


A Yes . 
Q That's what you wanted to 
put on the map. 
A Les. 


Q So by looking at the 
interview sheets we would be able to tell how many 
hunted and trapped in the area of the pipeline. 

A Yes. 

Q And we would also be 
able to tell, would we, from the interview sheets 
when these people hunted and trapped. Many would 
have trapped for let us say 25 years solid every 
year; others would have trapped but stopped five 
years ago, and things like that. 

A Yes, if they could give 


us dates. 


Q Yes. Now on the maps 
have 
I take it you’tried to show places and locations not 
onlywfor trapping: but -alisomforshunting,*=and hunting 


includes the shooting of birds, does it? 


A Yes. 
Q You also tried to show 
fishing. 
A Yes. 
Q And when one looks at the 


maps they really show, as you said in your evidence at 
page 17, three codes. The first is ‘travel routes and 
trails and traplines, and those are the lines that are 


drawn on the map, is that right? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey | 

Menicoche, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 

A Yes 

Q The second is camp and 
living sites and subsistence and fur~bearing animals 
and those are shown either by,dots or circles or 
letters. 

A Camps are shown by triangles 
and dots and the subsistence and fur-bearing animals 
are shown with letters. 

Q Well, just by looking at 
the map, is there any -- and without going to the 
information sheet ~- is there any way we can tell whether 
the line that is shown was a trapline or a trail for 
example to a fishing lake? 

A No, because some routes 
are river routes. 

Q But -- and I'm not suggest - 
ing that that matters one moment for land use purposes, 
but I take it that when you look at the line you can't 
tell whether that's a trapline or whether it's a path 
or route to a fishing or a bird-shooting location. 

A Well, depending on where 
we come from, we know which is which. 

Q You would know, and the 
people who answered the interviews would know, but 


someone like me would have no way of telling. 
A That's .Osrect, | 


Q You don't have to correct 


me as being too dumb -- 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 

Menicoche, Nahanni 

Cross=Exam by? ScCOce 

A Unless you asked. 

Q But i take Ate that the 
information sheets would tell us something about that. 

A , Yes. 

Q For example, if I was 
interested in a little line down in the corner, the 
information sheet would tell me whether that line was 
used as a trapline, or was the route to a fishing or 
bird-shooting location, or both perhaps. 

A Yes. 

Q And when you said -- and 
also on your map you have some lines that are thicker 
than others. 


A Yes. 


Q And you've described that 
those | 


/ lines are lines that turned up in more than one -- 


in a proportionate number of interviews. 
A Yes. 
Q And I take it that you 
you 
therefore didn't really mean to say that ifAnterviewe 
all 1,075, that there would be three times as many 
lines on the map. 

A We interviewed 396. 

Q Yes, but you told us 
yesterday that you had to multiply that by three to get 
the true picture. 

A Yes. 

Q And you weren't meaning 


to suggest that when you multiplied by three you got 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Scott 
three times as many lines on the map. 
A I am suggesting that. 
Tf you look at the map you will see only one-third, 
approximately one-third, and if you multiply that, 
by three times that would just cover up the whole 
area. That's what ‘I'm saying. 
Q I see. 


A Tn addition. GO. that; 


the people who were interviewed did not give us fue 1 
details because of time constraints, and because they 
had to -- because they left town or they went into the 
bush or something, and we didn't get all the informatiog 


from them. 





Q Well, leaving that aside, | 
Tetake itetmat of the two-thirdsthat separate 396 to | 
iY, OTS ee ere: reasonably fair to assume that a number of | 
them would have used routes that are already shown on 
the maps that were used by vother people in the community 


A Yes. 


| 
| 


Slodw st qe tevou Saul Sitow tear sain" 


.feand 


© SOU 


iw 





Ps 
ive 


} on? axeliaoog aerito vU been sitew gedd agen yi 7 


tne vite pee 


s2a%sqsa Jed? cbLikt-ows odd Bo. see t $f sig7 TJ 





Be 

1 ae 
- 
4 


Le Y dan 






A+ a Oo 7 is 7 


sm =| P ~s yoy 2 

>.) ae 

+: agi haan LA vas bre ‘Bibi = > yt museaa 
as yd 


mt a - > 
spntyse m'I tadW e'ted? issze 



















.peae T C 
oF moLgrbhe al A 


avia Jon bIb howelvtesa! arew odw slaosaq ad4 


90 DIS ,2ontstianos onzd 38 Savssed 2fie#ah jit ns 


O49 20 Mwot tial ySse eeksasd —= Gy Bea pet 
of Jié tep Jv'nbih ow bas  pmidtomer so Bad 


med? movi 


S Je0J sowrers oF sini videadeasy «att ,eV0,f 


Posculs ors Je4+ horyor heay- sve, d bLuow neil 





“) ' 





Ut 


ren) 


fo 
= } 


22602 


Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni | 

Cross-Exam by Scott 

QO Now, I understand the 
purpose for which those maps were prepared, I think, 

I take it from the information you have in the interviews 
if you wanted to prepare a different kind of map you 
could vevthat is, for example, if you were asked to 
prepare a map of what the interviewers had to say 

about using lines and locations in the last ten years, 
you could take out the interviews and do that? I'm 

not you asking you to because you probably haven't got 
cre Pounds Mlop diemit om BUutiwou could do it, couldnt you? | 

A We could, but it's a 

useless exercise as far as we're concerned. 

Q Yes. It's a useless 
exercise in the sense that the maps are designed to 
show the historical -- that is over the last 30 or 40 
years use of your land? 

A The trails and the routes 
that are being used now by those -- by the living 
hunters and trappers were used by their fathers or 
their parents and before them. So, the routes that 
you see here, many of these routes and trails are old, | 
old trails so they represent use since I can't wenhee 

Q But if I asked you to do. 
it and I gave you a large sum of money and a lot of 
people to help you, you would be able to prepare a map | 
from your interviews that you have which show what | 
lines have been used by somebody in the last ten years? 


A It depends on what you 


want tonuse Lt for. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 

Q Well, if I had my purposes. 
and I wanted a map to show which persons -- to show 
the routes that had been used by the community in the 
last ten years, your interviews could provide that 
information? 

A If the chiefs asked us 
to. do that, we would. 

Q Yes. If the chiefs asked 
you to do it, it could be done from the interviews that 
you presently have on file? 

A Yes, because we could 
still get more information from what we have now. 

Q Yes. But even with 
information you have now it could be done? 

ae Not necessarily because 
a lot of the people that! interviewed couldn't give us 
exact dates or they couldn't say well 1919 or 1925, they 
just didn't think it was relevant. 

Q Yes, I see. But I take 
it that people who had used the routes in the last five 
to ten years would be able to tell you that? 

A Yess 

Q One other thing and I 
hope :you. won.’ t,cthink that ‘msbeang «critucalybut: the 
thickness of the lines which we've talked about is 
the thickness based on the proposition for example that 
25 percent of the community have utilized a given route. 
Have Got at ragnte 

A 50 percent and over. 


Q Pifty percent or over? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 


Pellissey, Nahanni 


Cross-Exam by Scott 


A 
QO 
A 


Q 


Of the sample. ~— 
Of the sample? 
Yes. 


Yes.us OF course, fifty 


percent of a very small community like Colville fake is 


shown in the same fashion as fifty percent of a very 


large community? 
A 


fe) 


Yes. 


So there is that prudence 


that must be taken in reading the map? 


A 


Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: That's 


fifty percent of the trappers interviewed not -- 


A 


Yes, of the sample. Yes. 


In each community. Do you want to know the reason why, 


Or do I have to go into that or <—-— 


MR. -SCOTT= Well; if vou want 


to tell us, I'm quite content with it as long as; I 


understand it. 


A 


Well I did say in my 


presentation that the reason why we did this, is because 


the routes used by fifty percent of the sample in 


Colville : Lake for instance has equal importance to them 


as the route used by fifty percent of the sample in 


Fort McPherson for instance, so it shows that there is 


an equal importance of these particular routes for these 


two communities. 


0 


You'd be in some trouble 


if the people in Colville Lake thought that you were 


giving their main route less importancethan a main route | 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Scott 
for Good Hope. 
A I certainly would be. 


e) Yes I see. Now, in 


those cases where the community leaders suggested the 


we 


persons to be interviewed -- ‘are’thinking about the 
same thing now? 
A M-hm. 
Q Were there any cases where 


that interview was rejected by you as not being approp- 
riate? 

A No. 

QO Well now, when Mr. 
Steeves asked you some questions about the Trappers 
Incentive Program, you indicated that there were other 
policies that would have to change if that policy was 
to be effective. Now, what are the other policies and 
what do you mean by that? 

A What I mean is that 
when I mentioned the Incentive Program, I was trying 
to tell you that the government was providing us very 
little money for a way of life that we consider very 
important and that we don't regard trapping as the 
only -- the money to us was an incentive to trap but 
there are other needs amongst our people and in fact, 
if you look at the needs of our people, the Incentive 
Program is just nothing. We don't even want to look 
Fa ire RS 

If we're going to change the 
way things are for us now, we're going to have to change 


the education system so that it's complimentary to our 






re | 
‘ald 


wit besaspous svauael ehioumes eas oxete 


















ne 
att suods eadsintad® $3 ae! oa Ietate'y! «fata od oe inched im 


uke onids, smse- bo 
; vr. 


¢ 

Mishw @s680 yits DIed> axsh a 
i 

‘or toe oat ae \g 

““gooucdh paied Yor 86 Woy ya hes vest BSW welVvisgns, Jan7 : 

re 
©scai* ; 

ci é . 


~3M 2 t Lise . 

yaqgaexT ait t00 anoigesup soot voy Bexteb eavebsze : 

2sit6 Siew azo. 4 bevssthal wee .metpers evigasoar . 
ig 

aow. yoliog 3 ad4 ti eonado ot oevad Bistow tsid geeesticg : 


hee eelorion itsrtto eArl sts ssriw wou pve neiits ad o7 
s 


Ttadt+ vd ased voy 6b sedw , 


oniv~a @2sw - .a@B70O. syltnood! ets, henots Piteom T nedw ae 


yey €i Onlbivorso asv doemersvop edd geld voy Lilet ot ,** 
te 
- ‘Pn pi - pans § 
risy Sebignoo ew Jad? Stil to yew 6 aot yanom slosil tae a) 
7 ¥ > Ko 
; : 


212 @f bitagsz1s brapert 2*fob ow JENS Hae tasttognat 
lt ; 


q615 oF oviineoni as Sew ev oF yoenor “ft -- vino ; 


,2063 st bas gigoag t7o fepnote sbeen-sento s1s sists ey 


evisgaanal att ,sigoeqg mo to eheen, sci ts doct voy 3f eh 
Oma >, 


fool of Siav aeve 2°nob ov ~pnidgon sSevt el meitport’ “vie 


in eA» seneds cs prmlop ez*‘ew tT 


' 

| Sonato of avert oF onioo of’ ow wer au x08 
. NTR ae 
wwe Ot sesame fomon arak dane, ot. tele 


- : “4 


7 


22606 


Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pelliseey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 
way of life. That is -- 

(@) What do you mean by that? 

A I mean that at the present 
time, the education system has an education year say 
starting from September and ecene in May or June. 
That's a long time for a lot of our children who could 
learn about our way of life with the parents in the 
bush. So, if we were to develop programs for ourselves 
so that it would support morally our way of life, then 
we would have to adjust the education system so that it 
is complimentary to our way of life. 

In other words, the education 
from living off the land would have to be part of our 
education, -- part of our education in school is what 
I'm saying. There's equal importance. 

Q Now on page 14 when you 
were describing the way the survey was done and the 
techniques that were utilized, in the second paragraph, 
you indicated that there was a need for those well 
practisea, in the art == and i think the “art Ts Utidig— 
ing the white man's tongue to translate your findings 
into terms likely to be understood and recognized by 
those in a position to accept or reject these appeals. 

Then you say that: 

"Such externally recognized experts were called 
upon when necessary .. ." 
and so on. Who were those experts? 

A Mes. SscOLt yA. Gicn.. @dulce 

finish my other answer. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Scott 
thought you had. 
A Besides education system, 
adjusting that system, we would also tike to include 


other services that would compliment our way of life 


and these services can be worked out in the health 


services, in communicationS and possibly in our tradition- 


al recreation, because although we work really hard, 


we also like to have a good time. 


Now, for your question regarding 


those experts. Initially we consulted two anthropologists 


concerning methodology. These two anthropologists are 
Beryl Gillespie and June Helm. We also consulted 
some of the Dene chiefs -- Dene hunters and trappers -- 
along with these two experts. 

Q Was the analysis done 
in the way recommended by Dr. Helm and Dr. Gillespie? 

A Some of their recommenda- 
tions were good and we adopted them, yes. 

0) But I take it that there 


was a difference of opinion between you and them? 


A In many respects. 

QO In many respects. 

A Yes. 

QO E-take 2t that, Dr. Heim 


and Dr. Gillespie have not been asked to make any 
comment on the final report or on the final results? 

A We asked them only to do 
certain things, and that was done, so we didn't need their 


services any more. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoch 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
CLEOSS=ESaM iDV csCOtue 
Q Well, what did you 
ask them to do? 
A We asked them to help 


us devise a methodology and orientate the field 


workers to use the methodology. 


Q Yes, and I take it 


that when a difference of opinion occurred as to their 





recommendations their services ceased? 

A Not necessarily. They 
provided us with some recommendations for methodology 
and showed the field workers how to use it and that 
was all. The faeld workers picked it up from there, 
but if they wanted some advice on how to ask questions 
without intimidating, that was another matter. 

Q What I'm trying to get 
at is that Dr. Helm and Dr. Gillespie had not had an 


ongoing: participation —= 





A No. 

Q -- in this work. After 
their recommendations were made to the Brotherhood, 
their role fundamentally ceased? 

A Yes. 

Q Excuse me. It's really 
a question for Mr. Bell to assist in assessing the 
land use maps for our purposes not for the purposes 
for which they were primarily prepared, but will it be 


Ot 


| 
made clear at some stage of the Inquiry which cea 
tions’ the anthropologists were not acted upon? 
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Cross-Exam by Scott 


ask Miss Nahanni. 


MR SOCOTLTs 

Q Well, do you want to | 
ask@or®+=4n'm “serry* 

A Mr. *Scott » “might «2 -ask 


for what purpose you are asking that question? 


QO Yes, the purpose that 


I have in mind is that although the land use maps 


may have -- although the primary purpose of the land use 


maps is to make your land use claim and that I 


point of view. I'm interested in them from the point 
of view of the Inquiry, and I want to be sure that I 
understand the methodology that was adopted and the 
advice you had when you came to prepare them for our 


purposes not for the purposes of any other use you may | 





make of the land use maps. | 
| 
| 


A Okay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any re- | 
examination, Mr. Bell? 

MRS BELLGY Yes. 

MR. SCOTT: Well, before we 
geteto that > Pitake’ it that smMrenbeids I'm gomngttoeget 
in some form an answer to that question, am I? 

MR. BEBDSe Yes; BSar., Teil 
take it up with Miss Nahanni and report back. 

MR. SCOTT: Well, Miss 


Nahanni didn't answer it in the sense that she didn't 


tell me the recommendations that were not acted on. 


A I would prefer to 
talk toeMre” Bell before. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Cross-Exanm by Scott 
MR, SCOTT: I have no objection 
toMthat’ if understand from Mr." Bell that’ that 


information is going to be forthcoming. 


will. 


MR. BELLE 5 2e-exists' Pit 
MR. SCOTT: Well, now -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. 

MRs- SCOTT2 9° 1) just* had’ one 
other question and you may not be able to answer this, 
Miss Nahanni and if you aren't I know you will feel 
perfectly frank to say so,but one of the issues before 
the Inquiry is as you know, is whether the pipeline 
can be constructed without prejudice to the land 
claim of the Brotherhood. You understand that? 

A Yes. 

Q And we've heard a fair 
amount about the general dimensions of the land claim. 
Are you or the Brotherhood in a position to tell us 
when that land claim with particularity will be 
advanced? I ask that because it may be said in the 
TAquATY that tieeisnditficult te judgesthe*question 
before the Inquiry; that is, whether prejudice 
exists until the particulars of the claim are known. 

A Maybe I -- well, that 
question,’ I couldn't directly * answer. 

Q ALLIFRoRES 

A But I could comment that 
a pipeline development cutting across our land as far 
as we're concerned is an imposition on our way of life, 


on the environment and the beings on the land 
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Cross-Exam by Scott 


and that if we were in a position of determining the 
kind of development that is going to occur on our land 


it would not be that of a pipeline development. 
MR. ©oCOTn: 
Well perhaps, Mr. Bell, 


you can see if the, if your instructions permit an 
answer to the more specific question that I asked. 

MR. BELL: Yes, I should say 
that we are going to be calling a panel of witnesses 
which I believe I mentioned earlier in phase four who 
will be able to answer your question with more 
particularity give you a better estimate perhaps of 
the timing involved. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just let 
me say that I'm rather more interested in the 
fleshing out of the claim that is generally known as 
the Dene Land Claim, rather than in knowing when 
and at what given date you might be in a position to 
present it to the Cabinet, because that's not something 
that concerns me. That's between the Dene people and 
the government of Canada. But Mr. Scott has raised a 
legitimate concern of the Inquiry and that is to 
determine the question of prejudice. 

We have heard a lot of 
evidence and I have it all in mind. I'm not suggesting 
that it isn*t vital and important evidence -- the 
evidence we've heard in the villages but bearing in 
mind Mr. Scott's request, if that panel you have men- 
tioned that is coming up later can flesh out the 
extent of the land claim, the rights the Dene would 


seek to assert for themselves in terms of governing 
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themselves, in terms of the determination of what 
economic development might occur on the land, that kind 
of thing, I think that would be helpful to the Inquiry, 
at least helpful to me. You know Mr. Scott's concern; | 
now, you know mine. But the date doesn't -- don't 
GO .co, an awinul Lot) of reomeie ee get the date for 
me. I'm interested in the substance, not in when 
you may be in a position to approach the Cabinet. 
MR. SCOTT: Well -- 
MR. BELL? If 1 “could: Juste —= 
MR. SCOTT: Mr. Commissioner], 
I don't think I really intended anything other than 
that that the date of its formal presentation would 
not concern our staff. But what does concern us is 


to know with particularity what that claimwill be 


so the prejudice against all its particulars can be 


assessed. 

MR. BELL: “Well, I don't 
know whether we will be able to present before the 
Inguiry before it ends,a fully fleshed-out proposal. We 
may be able to present some of the considerations that 
are being taken into account and I think that's about 
all I can say about it until we have a panel which is 
able to speak to this. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Right, well|-- 

MR. STEEVES: Mr. Bell, would 
you put the mike over? I'm not hearing you very well. 
You said you have a panel and I missed everything else. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That will 


discuss the considerations that are being weighed -- 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 

MR. STEEVES: ==— In the 

formulation of the claims? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I 
think that's what you said, wasn't it? 

MR. "BELL? Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think 
we'll have to wait for that panel but you might bear 
in mind that I'm anxious to have some idea of the -- 
well, let me put it this way. Having been to the 
villages, having heard a great deal of evidence, I 
think I have an idea of the main lines of the Dene 
Claim but to -- I think we Re 5 a EE a if the main 
lines of the Claim, the framework could be fleshed out 
so far aS you can. We're not asking anymore than that 
because it would be helpful to us, to me at any rate, 
you understand I'm sure. 

MR. SCOTT: Just one other 
question, Miss Nahanni. On page 28 of your transcribed 
evidence in the second last paragraph on that page, you 
make the point that the proposed gas pipeline routes 
and construction sites conflict with the activities of 
which you have given evidence, and which are 
illustrated on your map, you say these routes show no 
Sion Of regard for our trails, travel routes and trap- 
lines in our camps. The implications of such intrusions 
not only affect the trails, travel routes and traplines, 
they also indiscriminately and without discretion affect 
the animals, fish lakes and the environment and our 


way of life. Now, for better or for worse, the route 


| 


was prepared by the applicants before your land use maps | 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoch 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Scott 

Cross-Exam by Steeves 
were available but I take it that when you interviewed 
people you were able to show them where the proposed 
route in general terms, or the proposed construction 
sites or the proposed river crossings were? 

A Yes. 

Q Yes, did any of the 
interviewers or any of the persons interviewed make 
suggestions to you as to better locations for either 
the route, the construction sites or the river 
crossings? 

A No. None of them. 

Q Not one of the 396? 

A They had a lot of 
opinion on the pipeline -- 

Q We have heard about 
that but what I'm asking is, did any of the 396 say 
such things as "I wish the Sena pee on the 
other side of the river", or "I wish the crossing was 


four miles away rather than here", or anything like 


that? 


Q No. 

THE COMMISSIONER: They opted 
for the Boyce Richardson Route, did they? 

MR. SCOTT: Those are all the 
guestions I have. Thank you, Miss Nahanni and members 
of the panel. 

CROSS-EXAMINATON BY MR. STEEVES (CONTINUED) : 
Q Miss Nahanni, I'm sorry 


to keep you involved in this process of making you 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Steeves 








concentrate on different subjects. Could you 


concentrate on what you have said on page 13 of 














your evidence? 
You were talking here 
about the general purpose of the study that you 


undertook, 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Steeves 

What I want to ask you 


about is how this map relates to some of the things 


that are said on page 13, about the purpose of your 


study, and item 4 ~- have you got that on page 13? 
it. says: 
"To provide the people of Canada with a record 
of land use and occupancy in the Northwest 


Territories by people of Dene descent from the 


distant past down to the present." 
Does the map reflect what you were able to find out 

in your study about that subject? Does it go back 

that Larne 

A Yes. | 

Q All right. What is the | 
"distant past", as long back as anybody you talked 
to could remember, having been told about? | 

A ves. 

QO And I take it that 
would go back a long, long way, would it not? 

A The people that we 
interviewed gave us the routes that they travelled and 
in telling us about the routes and the trails they 
travelled, they also mentioned that their fathers and 
their fathers before them used those trails. 

Q And did they mention that 
there were other trails as well that their father and 
their fathers before them used to use, but which they 


hadn't used? 


A Yes. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Menicoche, Nahanni 
Cross-Exam by Steeves 
MR. SCOTT: I*d like to follow 
that up, Mr. Steeves, while you're looking at your 


note. Are those trails shown on the map? I'm sorry. 


MR. STEEVES: Yes, thank you. 


MR. SCOTT: Are those trails 


shown on the map? 


MR. STEEVES: Well, I guess 


eral ts 


THE COMMISSIONER: It doesn't 


100k 71ike 1. 
MR. SCOTT: I'm sorry, I should' 


MR. SOTEEVES: I"m sorry, could 
I -- excuse me, Mr. Scott. 
Q Miss Nahanni, could you, 
the next page and it's about perhaps a little more 
than half-way down the page and it starts with: 


"To show the extent of land use and occupancy 


we had to gather the following information. 
A representation on maps of all the lands we 
have occupied and used for as long as we can 
remember right to the present." 
Now, again the map that's on the wall shows that, and 
going back as far as anybody can remember having been 
cord about. Is "that right? 

A No, the maps show the 
past and present use of the people who were interviewed. 
There is a lot of trails that aren't on there, on the 
map, that is. We only got the trails and routes that 
the people living today used. 


MR. BELL: Ana vou aidn t 


get all them, did you? 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 

Menicoche, Nahanni 

Cross-Exam by Steeves 

A No. 

MR. STEEVES: Well, that's it. 
Temas wiotrcourect. tomsay then that’ what. you 

achieved on this map is what's set out in paragraph 
4on page 13, is that right? a really like you to 
help me with this and I want you to say everything you 
can about it so that I can understand what you're 
saying to me. 

A What it says here is 

"To provide the people of Canada with a record 
of land use," 
it doesn't say "the record of land use", and occupancy. 
It says "a record", an indication. 
Q Monm.e Bute Lt Pavel 
"From the distant past down to the present." 

THE COMMISSIONER: Could I 
say -- it's important that I understand this too, 
you've all got me confused at this stage. Let me just 
see if I understand what this map is. You say you 
interviewed 396 people who are actively engaged in 
hunting, trapping and fishing. All right now, these 
lines on the map and the other symbols show the trap- 
lines they have used, the hunting trails they have 
followed, the fishing grounds that they have made use 
of during their lifetime. 

A Yes. 

Q Now, the fact is, you 
say, and it is something I'm sure al of us would accept, 


that those hunting grounds and fishing grounds and 
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Menicoche, Nahanni 


Cross-Exam by Steeves 
trapping route were used by their fathers and their 
grandfathers and their ancestors before them into the 
distantepast. |) That's sovmwe can take it that,that is 


apparent from the map too. 


A They are using the same - 
Q Yes. 
A -- yes, some of the same 


routes? and= trails that their fathers and fathers’ fathe 


used to use. 


Q Right. Now, you say that 


there are no doubt other hunting areas and fishing 
grounds and trapping lines that were used from the 
distant past that aren't used today and don't appear 
on this map. 

A Yes:. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 

Right, well that's my 
understanding of where we've gotten to. 

MR.aSCOTTé. di, apologize) for 
interrupting Mr. Steeves, but as his cross-examination 
was completed I assumed he was interrupting me. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you 
never know. Well, does that complete the cross- 
examination? 

MR. SCOTT: It does, sir. 

THE COMMLESSIONERs) Any me- 
examination? 

MR. BELL: Yes, just one 


area. 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Si 
Monicoche, Nahanni | 
Pe-~Examination 
RE-EXAMINATION BY MR. BELL: 

Q I forget _who asked you 
the question but you were asked to, if we could break 
down land use that appears on this map or that was 
researched over a period covering the last five years, 
and I believe Mr. Scott extended it to ten years, and 

couldnt 
you Said that that % be done, that information 
is not available. Is that right? 

A It could be done but it 
would be a useless exercise. 

Q Why is that? 

A Because like I said in 
my -- when I started my presentation that what we 
were trying to show is a way of life that is very 
ancient, it's very, very old. You cannot base the 
value of this life by depicting only five years, the 
last five years. It's ridiculous to even try to tell 
ieee that the last five years is our way of life. 
It is a way of life that has evolved over hundreds of 
years, there have been adaptations and changes made 
in our behaviour and within our culture, and the 
changes and the adaptations are still being made 
today but there's always one very basic or a few 
basic values, which is very difficult to explain, 
and this Sort of situation, You would have to 
experience it and you would have to understand the 
language to understand that. So it, tne chick or the 
community leaders asked us to show them the use in 
the last five years, I would saythe same thing, and I 


would ask them why; but I know that a lot of them 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Pellissey 
Memicoche, Nahanni 
Re-Examination 
wouldn't do that because they know more about hunting 
and trapping than I do. I've just had very limited 
experience. 
Q And what about the 
future, would land use over the last five years give 


us an adequate starting point inwhich we could get an 


idea of what the extent of land use would be like in 


the foreseeable future? | 
A Do you want me to go 

into detail about that? 

Q Well, I'm -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: If it's 
necessary to answer the question, yes. 

MR. BELL: Yes. 

A In trying to show the 
importance that we place on our way of life, and huntin 
and trapping is part of it,I would like to say that 
in the last 20 years or so our way of life was really 
undermined and we've been evaluating this, the last 
20 years and we find that the situation that we are 
experiencing now, the impacts or the effects that we 
are experiencing now is no different from the way the 
Dene in South America or the Africans in kfrica 
are experiencing the kind of treatment given to them 
by the white people who come into the country, whether 
they are looking for oil, whether they are looking for 
fur, or whether they're looking for minerals. 

When they came into our 
land we accepted a lot of things that they did as 


being their ways. In fact, a lot of white people who 
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: came up here, we saved their lives. There are a lot 

2 of stories in the map biographies where trappers tell 

: us that there was a time they remember they saved a 

; certain guy from freezing. We accepted a lot of 

‘ things, education. We trusted the government with our 

: children but now we find that whatever has happened to | 
: us in the last 20 years we don't want to happen for 

; the next 20 years. In other words, what we are under 

: right now, we feel it, is the negative, the bad 
ve effects of colonialism and we want for our future to 
= have through a land settlement a future that doesn't 
cs include colonialism, a non-colonial future is what 
= we want. 
14 | 
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16 | 
i | 
18 | 
Lo 
20 
21 

22 

24 

24 | 

25. 

26 | 

sa 

29 | 


! ge ® ets. 91s | 
| ties SN ignite ; 








- ¢ 
aml 7 


« +aree ‘rots ‘xedagaey' veils nea 







.% 
ZS - 


to tof 6 psicesse ow ypntsso33 morz 
+i Ativ dnoemaisvop sd¢ badawts so .noktsoube 4 
inne hl est, tevetscdw ted! bait sw woa sud nexbi ids 


103 nsqqed OF Janev' 3 nob oW Bisey Of sesnf-edy. al an 


3. i 

tebay e186 sw tadw «ebvew 298350 al \sere6y of teen aris wy i 
- > * £ 

hed ois ,avitspen sont 83.432 set. ow ~woRm Bapstt ; i. 








of stu0ant xzv0o z02 tonew ow Bria meatiiainoloo 36 ezustis 


3' casob “42 se90% a toomelt¢an basis dppoud? Syveri 


4aHw @i oxbsp? fetneéfoo-non e@ etleatidolion sbotont 


_“1sw sw 


sees 














22623 
snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 

Pellissey, Nahanni 

Re-examinatiron 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any further 
questions? 

MR. BELL: Most of the questions 
have been directed as Miss Nahanni. Perhaps I should 
ask if any of the other members of the panel have 
anything else to add? 

WITNESS SNOWSHOE: You were 
asking about a question for the land use in the future, 
is that right? 

Q Yes. 

A Well, like I was saying 
now that the people are sort of realizing what kind of 
life they've gotten into and I think that I'm not 
thinking, already I am seeing it change in the trappers. 
attitude in Fort McPherson that they are trying to 
go back on the land and I think in future and I already 
seen it. Like I said, I already seen a big difference. 

Like the time I flew over 
last time, boy it's sure nice to see that in the 
delta region between Aklavik -- between McPherson, 
Aklavik and Inuvik. There are all kinds of trails. 
There's no dog team trails, not too much dog team trails, 
skidootrails, bar camps being worked at and that 
shows that the people are interested in getting back 
into their life and in the future I think there would 
be more of that. 

WITNESS NAHANNI: Mr. Bell, | 
I'd like to make a comment on the use of certain shpasser 
We understand it that way but because sometimes we | 


don't know how to express ourselves and we -- finally 
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PAY 3 


SNowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche | 
Pellissey, Nahanni | 
Re-examination 


we're adopting some of the phrases that people are Be ind 
but doesn't really express what we want to say. When | 
we say "we're going back to the land", we soRPeTEHEE | 
to be regarded as sort of going backwards. What we | 
mean is that we're going co, - within the context of | 
our culture,and it's like going home sort of thing 
where we feel good. We feel like things are clear again' 


for us. 
WITNESS SNOWSHOE: The only 
| 


thing I can say about that is just that when I'm saying| 
"going back to the land" is just listening to them about 
this for the last few years that the change rh terete 79 
of came upon us and I said this before, and we realize | 
we are realizing now what we are getting into. We got 
into,and that's my way of thinking. |.At the time every- 
thing is sort of ere and I used to say we were 
sleeping the time government used to,sort of stepped | 
over us. 
We weren't sleeping. We were 


out living in the bush and we didn't know what was 


going on in the community and when we get back into 


| 
| 
| 
| 
the community we heard a little of this and that and | 
we don't used to stay in the community. One month | 
Aer in we used to stay there between Christmas and | 
New Years This is the way it used to be,and about a | 
week after New Year, everybody leaves out of town and 
business of 

then this / a Settlement Council coming into governmen 
putting in a Settlement Council in towns like in 


Fort McPherson, 


I don't know how long it was, N 
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: Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Re-examination 
years anyway they had a Settlement Council and they 
just told us at private meeting, and a Jot of things 
that came into the community that we didn't know nothing) 
about. I'm talking about these laws the game wardens, 
we used to call ett at that time anyways so | 
he used to make laws we didn't know nothing about. | 
We were just told "You're not supposed to be doins: this: | 
You're supposed to have this certain time." Things like, 
that. | 
We didn't know nothing about it. 
because we were out in the bush. NO radio a lot of | 
them days we never even think of radio. Frankly about | 
that time I was talking about my dad and I stayed in | 
delta,we never even have ee ee Ne clock, don't | 
need it. This is the way it used to be. 
All these new things come 
and 
up upon us I said like education,/working. We realize 
now that our way of life was good when we used to stay 
in the bush. We are trying, | we are going back 
slowly. I mean the future like I said before we're : 
going to see more. | 
| 


That's all I got to say. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 


think the panel can be excused then. Maybe I should 
just say for those of you who are not at the community 
hearings ehae eke community hearings, the native people | 
have presented at each village a map that relates to | 
the hunting and fishing and trapping activities that : 
| 


they have engaged in and still engage in within the 


territory in the vicinity of their viliages and my | 
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Snowshoe, Greenland, Menicoche 
Pellissey, Nahanni 
Re-examination 
understanding is that all of those maps that were 


each 


‘village went together to 


presented to the Inquiry in 
make up this composite map, so I want you to understand 
that I am bearing in mind not only the evidence of this 
panel and of this map, but the evidence given by hundreds 
of people in the villages and the maps presented in 
those villages as well as the other evidence on these 
issues presented by ehe Other participants. in determining 
the questions which appear to be in dispute relating 
to land use and occupancy today. 

Mr (Carter of Arctic Gas, 
Mr. Bell of the Brotherhood, Mr. Bayly of COPE and 
Mr. Elwood of Foothills and Professor Jackson of the 
Inguiry staff will know all about what I am saying 
because they were in the community hearings with me. 

So, thank you very much Mr. 
Snowshoe and Mr. Greenland, Miss Menicoche, Mr. 

Pellissey and Miss Nahanni and we appreciate very 
much your presence and we appreciate the discussion 
that we've had with you. 

Did you want to say something 
sir? 

WITNESS PELDISSEYs | Thank, you 
very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you 
cam, Thane syoumvery muchy.) Tl *shouldwthanisiour tinterpre= 
term tir? Blondan . 

(WETNESSES- ASIDE) 


THE COMMISSIONER: So, we'll 
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Asch , “Ritter / Rushforth; Kodakin 
In Chief 


ac journ then until 2200. 
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 2:00 P.M.) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE “COMMISSTONER: All right, 
ladies and gentlemen, we'll come to order. Are we all 
set, Mr. Bell? 


MR. BELL: Yes, we are, sir. 


Sl"G like to Introduce our next panel” sar; (Gtarting 


on the far right is Mr. Michael-Asch; next to him is 
Mr. John Ritter; next torhim tsp Mr, Scott@Rushforth 

and then Chief George Kodakin of Fort Franklin; and 

Mr. John: Tutcho will interpretitior iChier Kodakin. 


(JOHN GEORGE TUTCHO SWORN AS INTERPRETER) 


MICHAEL ASCH, sworn 

JOHN THOMAS RITTER, resumed 

E. SCOTT RUSHFORTH ,sworn 

CHIEF GEORGE KODAKIN, resumed 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BELL: 

Q Perhaps I could start 
with you, Mr, Asch. Oh, “Eb should say ‘that the way that 
I would propose to proceed with this panel is to have 
Mr. Rushforth speak to the study that he did and has 
been distributed, and have Chief Kodakin give his 
testimony, which should be fairly brief; and at that 
point ask counsel if they have any cross-examination 
Of Chief Kodakin to ask their questions then so that 
the chief can get away, and then proceed with the 
Yeading Of the «est of the evidence: 

Mr. Asch, you are an assistant 


professor in the Department of Anthropology at the 


University of Alberta. 
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Asch, Ritter, Rushfoxth, Kodakin 


In Chief 


WITNESS ASCH: Yes. 


Q You Aave .a B.As from.the 


University .of Chacago and a Ph.D. from Columbia 
University. 
A PUbet ois priught. 


Q I understand from 1967 





to 1968 you were a teaching assistant in the Departmen 


of Anthropology at Columbia University. 


A That's true. 


fe) During that time you 
worked in association with Dr. Margaret Meade. 

A Yes, that's true. 

Q Brome 1965 to 19/1 “you 
were a Pre-Doctoral Research Fellow at the National 
Institute of Mental Health. 

A Thats right. 

Q Where is that? 

A That's in Washington, 
actually that's a grant from a granting agency and I 
held a fellowship at Columbia. 

Q Ana f£rom 1971 "tothe 
present you have held your present position. 

A That's GOrrect § 

Q You're a member of the 
Canadian Sociological & Anthropological Association. 

A That's "correct. 

Q You are a Fellow of the 
American Anthropological Association. 


A That's correct. 
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Asch, Ritter, Rushforth, Kodaki 
iY CALE. 


Q You are a Fellow of the 
Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 

A Tra" s"rirdhe. 

Q , You're a member of the 
Society for Ethnomusiocology. 

A Yess 

Q And a member of the 
Canadian Ethnology Society. 

A Ethnological Society. 

Q And you're the author 
of the publications listed on page 2 of the appendix 
to your testimony. 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Turing to you, Mr. 
Ritter, you're a linguist and curriculum specialist 
for the Department of Education, for the Government of 
the Yukon Territory. 

WITNESS RITTER: That's 
COrreect.. 

Q You obtained a B.A. from 
Michigan State University, a Bachelor of Science from 
Michigan State University, and you worked from 1966 
to 1970 towards a doctoral degree at Massachusetts 
Ire tituce of Technology. 

A That’ 1s"correct. 

Q The” appendix to ME. 
Ritter's testimony indicates that he has received his 
Pi. Ds; thats in error. From. Lov" tor 19/>" vou’ wexre~ an 


assistant professor in the Department of Linguistics 
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at Michigan State University. | 
A That's true. 
Q Prom 1975 to the 


present you have held your present position. 





A nLeoe 
Q And during the period 
1973 to 1975 you were a consultant to the native 


language program in the Department of Education for 


the Government of the Northwest Territories. 
A That was on a periodic 
basis; that wasn't continuous. 
Q And you are therecipient 
and holder of the awards and appointments listed in 
the appendix to your testimony. | 
A That. saicOrrect:, | 
| 


Q And you are the author of 


i 
| 
| 
| 


the publications and papers listed in the appendix to 


your testimony. 


A Yes. 
Q Mr. Rushforth, you're 
a teaching associate at the Department of Anthropol- 


Ogy at the University of Arizona. 

WITNESS, RUSHFORTH: Yes. 

Q You have a B.A. [rom the 
University of Utah, an M.A. from the University of 
Arizona, and a Ph.D. from the University of Arizona. 


A IT am now a candidate 


Q From 1971 Eo: L972 you 


were a research assistant with the Bureau of Ethnic 





aan, ° wey, os 

a, e: «Ohta 2 teeth, 
edd ood "OTET Mees 4) 
- 


wqeitia de 2e2e8a3qg xuoy bled .sveq 


ray arey ren @ ie . 
ee 


7 ‘ 
mexvete Spiirpnis £6 a 


7 : LS aes 

in tosmeaven Sis 7 

ee fia 

Ae 6. 0%, aie 

16h? ,alesd 7 s= 

iQ ~ 
a 


a oe arnas 7 BL. idvug sis = - | 
(iontweed spy 


piidsose? 6 5, 


acti Fe 


ete 
ry He 3< waar ons Adiw 





"> = 


ne | 


Gry 


OV 


22651 


Asch, Ritter, Rush forth, Kodakin 


In Chief 


Research of the Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Arizona. 

A Tes. 

Q In 1973 you were a 
research associate in the Department of Anthropology 
at tt University of Arizona. 

A Yes. 

Q And you've held your 
present position since last year. 


A Thats true? 


(QUALIFICATIONS & EVIDENCE OF M. ASCH, T. RITTER, 


RUSHFORTH MARKED EXHIBIT 605) 
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Rushforth, Ritter, Asch, Kodakin 
Phy "Chiet 
O You are a member of the 


American Anthropological Association? 
A Mes. 
O You're the author of 
Use 
the research report, "Recent Land’by the Great Bear Lake 
Indians"? 

A Yes. 

Q Chief Kodakin, I believe 
has appeared previously at this Inquiry. I'd like to 
camlliqons vousechnenwMris Rush forthito. istantiioit. 

A The report which I'm going 
to read today is entitled "Recent Land Use by the Great 
Bear Lake Indians". 

The purposes of this report 
are to document the extent and intensity of recent land 
use bv the Great Bear Lake people and to discuss and 
interpret such land use by placing it within appropriate 
hustomioal, cwlLtunalpicand social wcontexts ion The 
first of these is accomplished by describing briefly 
each of the major kinds of land use activities by provid- 
Ing War lous 

MRe STERVGS> “1 beq your pardon 
Sir. Excuse me Mr. Commissionense, Lewonder af my 
friend tcouwld ctellame, has ‘this: been* circulated? 

MR. WBE liictetlhesreport that 
Mrie Rushforth’ didiuis an your hands: Mr.) Steeves. — Ii» be- 
lieve he's just making some preliminary comments. 

MR? STBEBVES ses Thank yous vexny 
much. ida ing sour yoo nntennnpt. Sir. 


A -- Dy describing briefly 
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In Chief 
each of the major kinds of activities and by providing 
various numerical indices of such activities. Such 
indices are presented in the report submitted to the 
Commission, however, I will not read through the 
appropriate tables and figures today but will merely 
summarize my findings verbally. 

The second of these is accomp- 
lished by providing, some of the necessary historical, 
cultural and social information required for a more 
complete understanding of recent land use by the Bear 
Lake people. 

Refore doing this, let me say 
something briefly about my methodology. In order to 
obtain data required for this paper, a combination 
of techniques was employed which included, 1. survey 
re search, 2. intensive interviews with selected 
individuals and, 3. a review of pertinent records and 
literature. In addition, I have relied upon my own 
Observation and experiences among the Bear Lake people 
auring the period of May 1974ftemiulyi lo 7S"tomaid 
in the interpretation and understanding of their use 
om sthe rhand: 

The survey portion of this 
research was conducted in January, February and March 
of 1975 when. 'it ‘was: possible ‘to interview 52) of 54 fadult | 
male household heads living at Bear Lake during the 
past five years. Adult male household heads were chosen 
for this survey since in most instances these are the 
individuals who provide household income. Also when 


women go to the bush, it is normally with their husbands. 
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When young men go to the bush it is normally with their 
fathers or grandfathers. 

For example, in August of 1974, 
on the community caribou hunt, 18 of the adult male 
household heads who participated in that hunt were 
accompanied by their wives , older sons and younger 
children. Further, whenever a man sets nets at Fort 
Franklin, his sons or his grandsons will also check 
those nets with him. This means that although women 
and unmarried men were not interviewed regarding their 
recent land use activities, the indices in this paper 
provide a relatively accurate representation of land 
use by families at Bear Lake. It would be appropriate 
if, when the index is constructed using "adult male 
household heads as basic units," the reader will inter- 
pret this to mean "number of family units". 

Tilda now toeturn toma basic 
description of land use activities among the Bear Lake 
people. 

Trapping. Mid-October to 
cliristmas and January to February are the times for 
trapping around the Great Bear Lake. The most intensive 
period of trapping is during November and December with 
fewer men going to the bush after the New Year. At the 
Bear Lake, the most important fur bearing animal is 
the marten with fox, lynx and other animals also of 
importance. 

When a man from Fort Franklin 
goes into the bush to trap now-a-days, he normally leaves 


his family behind in Fort Franklin and travels with a 
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friend Or relative. “He must’ outfit himselfewith traps, 
clothing, snow shoes, guns, both a .22 and a 30-30, 

a tent and stove, a bed roll, a snowmobile or dogs, 

a toboggan, a fish net, sundry tools and utensils and 
food, especially tea, flour, sugar and lard. His total 
investment will normally be in excess of $1,800. 

Bear Lake men do not of course 
make this total investment every trapping season as 
many of their goods are usable for a number of years. 
It is very important to realize, however that the cost 
of capital goods required by them for their subsistence 
activities is very high. The fact that Bear Lake men 
continue to invest in such capital goods is in itself, 
an index of the importance to them of a bush oriented 
lite. 

Along the same line, it is 
essential to note that many Bear Lake men view wage 
labor not aS a permanent alternative to traditional 
land use activities but solely as a means of obtaining 
the tools they require in the bush. As one man put it, 
"I"m not “working for “money but fora boat’and ticker 
SO -that ~ Can teed my tammy.” 

In addition to those men at 
Fort Franklin who trap on a full-time basis, there a 
number of men who have jobs or some other reason for 
Femainiog i, FOrt Franklin who’ trap part-time. -These 
men usually have a snowmobile for rapid transportation 
to their week-end camps and traplines which extend as 
far as 30 miles from Fort Franklin. By trapping-every 


week-end, they are able to supplement their wage labor 
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incomes with some fur sales, catch a few rabbits with 

snares, shoot a few ptarmigan or grouse and bag an 
least 

occasional woodland caribou, at’three during the winter 

under consideration. 

Perhaps more important than 
this however, »these men, through such activity remain 
attached to a bush oriented lifestyle. Such part-time 
trapping makes the Fort Franklin region quite important 
in terms of overall trapping. 

Other areas which have been 
trapped extensively during the last five years include 
the Edacho- Mackintosh Bay - Tuitatui region, the 
Johnny Hoe River region and the Whitefish River region. 
You can locate those regions on the map on page 38 of the 
text which has been handed to you. 

If a man is using dogs while 
trapping, he will normally leave Fort Franklin somewhat 
earlier than if he has a snowmobile and will set his 
camn Rae oS lake such as Tuitatui or near the mouth of 
a river such as Johnny Hoe River. In this way, he can 
set nets, take advantage of the late October runs 
of whitefish and be assured of food for both himself 
and his dogs. 

The length of time he keeps 
his nets in the water depends upon the productivity of 
his nets ana upon his own requirements in the bush. 

His own needs depend upon how many dogs he has and upon the 
length of his stay on the trapline. 
He will keep his nets in the water’) 


until he has enough fish for himself and his dogs and 
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perhaps to send a number of fish back to Fort’ Franklin. 
For example, men who trapped at Johnny Hoe River in 
November and December of 1974 fished long enough to 
feed themselves and at least twelve dogs and to send 
approximately 1,000 whitefish, that is, over 3,000 
pounds of whitefish back to Fort Franklin. 

In addition to fishing while 
on their traplines, men are able to spend time hunting 
for moose and woodland caribou. Of course, whenever 
men check their traps, they carry a gun with them. In 
this way, during the 1974-75 trapping season, at 


least ten woodland caribou and four moose, in addition 


to those caribou killed by part-time trappers were taken 


by the Bear Lake people. 
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Traditionally, Bear Lake people relied upon caribou, 
especially the barren ground caribou, for a large 
portion of their food as well as for many of their 


technological needs. Hides were used for clothing, 





tents, bed rolls, babiche, and for many other things. 
Caribou bone was used to make many different kinds of 
tools. Today the Bear Lake people utilize western 


clothing, shelters, and tools. However, caribou is 





still essential as a source of food and as a source of 

hides for mittens, footwear, babiche, and handicrafts. 
There are essentially two kind 

of caribou hunting which take place at Bear Lake today: 

(1) community-organized hunts for barren ground 

caribou during the spring and summer and | 


(2) individually organized hunts for both species of | 





Caribou at all times of the year. 

Community organized barren 
ground caribou hunts, which have been supported by 
Game Management, Government of the Northwest Territorie 
have occurred in February and March and in August durin 
the years under consideration and have normally lasted 
from three weeks to one month. SpHing “caribou hunts 
have been by snowmobile and dog team to the Hottah Lake 
and the Caribou Point regions at the east end of the 
lake, with the exceptions to this in 1971 and 1972 when 
men from Fort Franklin joined men from Fort Norman on | 
hunts to the Colville Lake and Kilekale Lake regions 
respectively. Summer caribou hunts have been by 


canoe to the North Shore of Great Bear Lake. 
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During the spring and summer 





hunts ,men shoot caribou for both the community freezer 
and for themselves. Community meat is transported 

by bombardier, by the community's large fishing boat, 
and by chartered aircraft. Individual hunter's meat 


is transported by the hunter in his own toboggan or 





canoe. 


in Pebruary and, March of 1975 | 
two trips to the east end of the lake for caribou were | 
made. The first of these was to Caribou Point for 
ten days and involved five men. The second was to the 
Fort Radium region for three weeks and involved 27 
men. On these hunts, Bear Lake people took at least 
165 barren ground caribou and three moose. Approxi- 
mately 90 of the caribou were placed in the community 
freezer for distribution among all of the Bear Lake 
people with the remaining 75 going to individual 


hunters' families. 


During August, 1974, approxi- 


mately 25 men (many of them with their wives and 
children) went to McGill Bay on the North Shore of the 
lake to participate on the summer hunt. Not only was 


this hunt viewed as a-chance to obtain fcod, but ;also 


| 
as an opportunity for many of the men to take their | 
families omt onto toe fand., While men went hunting 
each day, women remained in camp to scrape and tan | 
hides,;to make dry meat, and to téll stories to their | 
children. When all of the men went out together for 


two days' hunting, 50 miles east of McGill Bay, women 


and children took over the entire operation of the camp, 
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including getting firewood and hunting some ptarmigan. | 


In all, approximately 120 caribou were taken in spite 





of the fact that hunting was cut short by a week or 
ten days. 
Individually organized caribou 


hunting for both barren ground caribou and woodland 





caribou takes place very frequently among the Bear 





Lake people. Two, three, four or more men will hunt 
together on their own initiative at places all around 
the Bear Lake. In summer, men take advantage of the 
fact that woodland caribou often come down to the 
shore of the Bear Lake to escape from flies and 
mosquitoes in the bush. While travelling along the 


shore in canoes, towards Grizzly Bear Mountain, for 





example, men can hunt these caribou very conveniently. 


By taking their fishing poles along with them on such 





trips men can bring back to their families 10 or 20 
Lake trout 1 in adclti On tO.or in place Of Caribou. 
At least six woodland caribou were taken in this way 
daring the summer of 1974 prior to the community hunt. 
Individually organized caribou 
hunting also takes place during the fall and winter 
while men are trapping. When checking their traps, 
men often run across fresh caribou tracks and if weathe 
Conditions are right,. immediately set out after the 
caribou. If they are able to shoot an animal, trapper 
eat some of the meat themselves but send much of it 
back to Fort Franklin to feed ther families. 


Spring beaver hunting. During 





May men from Fort Franklin go to the inland rivers and 


lakec to hunt with .22s for beaver and muskrat. On the 
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Spring beaver hunt, they can get fur to sell and there 
is plenty of meat to eat. Camp is not necessarily set | 
near a fish lake, since there are beaver, muskrats and | 
waterfowl for food. Meat which is not consumed in 
the bush is dried and brought back to Fort Franklin 
in pack sacks. 


Areas which have been very 


important for spring beaver hunting during the five 





years under consideration, include the Tuitatui region, 
the Whitefish River region, the Johnny Hoe River 
region,and the Porcupine River region. 

When men go on the spring 
beaver hunt at the lst of May they are able to travel 
easily since snow and mud in the bush, regardless of 
any melting that might occur during the day, freeze 

\ 
solidly each evening. By the end of May, however, snow | 
is gone from the bush and travel is normally by foot : 
along wet trails. While in the bush, some men build 
small "rat" canoes for hunting along creeks and use these 
for their trip home. Even then, however, travel is more 
difficult ‘than an the winters 

Fishing. Fishing is and 
has always been a major source of food for the Bear 
Lake people. For eight or nine months of the year, 
depending: upon) tices conditions, ‘they are able to'set 
nets and catch very large numbers of lake trout, 
whitefish, herring and grayling. Such fish are used 
for human consumption, but also provide the bulk of 
food for dogs. The amount of fishing a man does is 


tied to both his own needs and the number of dogs he 
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roe male | 
owns; the more dogs he has, the longer he will keep | 
his nets in the water. 

Fishing while trapping has 
already been described above. Such fishing occurs at | 
Johnny Hoe River, Mackintosh Bay, Deerpass Bay, Good 


Hope Bay, and fish lakes such as White Water Lily Lake,| 





Tuitatui, and Lost Hill Lake. Late October, November 
and December are the months of the year for this | 
fishingvand+iat+isCpramabilysf6r whitefish 


Fishing inthe Great Bear Lake | 





iBetheeyicinity of Fort Franklin occurs throughout the | 
entire year except during the times of freezeup and 
breakup. Men fish at Fort Franklin primarily for lake 
trout and herring. During the months from December 
to May men fish for trout and herring under the ice | 


using gill nets for both kinds of fish, and set hooks 


| 
for’trout, “Trout® productivity is down’ during these | 





months but large numbers of herring are caught by men 


setting nets near the mouth of the Great Bear River whigh 
remains free of ice throughout the winter. | 


During May those men who have 





nets under the ice watch the ice and weather closely so 


they can remove their nets before the ice gets too 


| 
thin and breaks up. Men with nets by the Bear River | 

-- by the mouth of the Bear River must take them out | 
relatively early since flowing water there melts the ice | 
quickiy. But by the lst or middie of June, all nets | 


and hooks are out of the water and ice is rapidly leav- 





ing the lake. By early July the ice is normally gone 


and men reset their nets in theopen water. 
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From July to September trout 
productivity is up and men catch hundreds of these 


large fish in nets and on hook lines. Herring nets are 





set close to the shore, but fewer of these fish are 
caught than in the winter. During this time men also fish 
nowadays for trout and grayling with rod and reel. 

In July especially, a trip to the BearRiver by canoe 


Can result in 50 or 100 Ggrayiing. Trolling £or VNaie 





ELOuc wreulin L0 Or do miles OF Fort Frenkiin is noe 
Only enjoyable but normally results in 10 or 20 fish 
per DOatu, 

Bear Lake people also make 
seasonal trips to places such as Deerpass Bay, Russell Bay, 
Caribou Point, and Johnny Hoe River for the purpose of 
setting nets and establishing fish camps. All of these 

| 
places were very important to the Bear Lake people in | 
the past, as were such places as Bydand Bay, ech Ce 
Bay, Dease Bay and Sawmill Bay, as fisheries and 
as locales of relatively continuous occupation and use. 
During trips to these places men can catch hundreds of 
fish in a very short time. For example, in June of 1974 
men went by snowmobile to Russell Bay, set three or 
four Nets tor three days, and returned to FOrt 


Franklin with approximately 1,000 trout and whitefish. 
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If a man and his family set 
up a fish camp in one of these places, they can dry 
a great quantity of fish during their stay. 

Moose hunting. Moose hunting 
among the Bear Lake people takes place most often 
while men are trapping or psa hunting. However, men 
also go to the bush specifically to hunt moose during 
the fall and winter. In September of 1974, for example, 
Six men made a five day trip to Grizzly Bear Mountain 
to hunt moose and set nets. They returned with two 
moose, a load of fish and Yaboupmo0 “ducks. Inwkebnuary 
of 1975, at least five trips for moose were made around 
the Bear River and towards Whitefish River. On these 
Aunts, seven moose were taken. In all, 17 moose were 
taken by the Bear Lake people during the year of 1974 
toe £9)7S:: 

Areas around the Bear Lake 
which are used for moose hunting include Johnny Hoe River, 
Grizzly Bear Mountain, the Great Bear River, Porcupine 
River and Whitefish River. 

Bird hunting. Great Bear Lake 
people although not relying to any great extent upon 
bird hunting, do take a certain number of ducks, ptarmigan 
and grouse for food. Such birds provide a welcome 
beeak «ftom tinedix normal sdiieteof aftsh, tcaribou, -and }store 
bought food. An estimate of the number of birds taken 
during the year of 1974-75 is as follows: 

Ducks: between 1500 and 2000 
Ptarmigan L5Q.ct O alehO0 


Grouse 25.0. viz@rn3 50 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. 
Rushforth, you said that there were 54 families in Fort 
Franklin. How many people are there all told in Fort 
Franklin? 

A | The population fluctuates 
as students come and go, but approximately 400 would be 
an average figure. There are actually 64 households 
at Fort Franklin during the time of my survey. I 
interviewed 52 of the 54 adult male household heads. 

THE COMMISSIONER: There are 
some widows and so forth, I take it? 

A Yes. Actually, let me 
modify that. Adult male household heads would live at 
Bear Lake during the past five years. There were two 
or three men, heads of households, who were away from 
Bear Lake during this period and moved to Bear Lake 
only subsequently. 

(@) So you say the population 
of the village is approximately 400. Students coming 
and going, you mean the students going to Inuvik to 
school an winter and that sort of thing? 

A Yes, *that sort of thing. 
Peli newvarscuss trends in”“participation by Bear hake 
peopléehin traditional” land use activities “during the 
Weace oC). LO Eo Talo. 

Tt is important at this point 
to summarize verbally some of the information contained 
within the numerical indices descriptive of recent 
land use among the Bear Lake people which accompany the 


submitted version of my report. “Certain facts regarding | 
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ysuch 


land use activities become apparent immediately. 


First, although the number of 


men who trap each year has remained relatively constant, 


there has been a slight decline in the number of fur 
bearing animals taken during those years. 

Second, there has been a 
Significant increase during the five years covered by 
this report in the number of men participating in 
community organized caribou hunts. 

Third, there has been a 
recent decline in the number of men participating in 
the spring beaver hunt. 

Fourth, there has been no 
Significant change in the number of men fishing during 
the five year period. 

Finally, and most important, 
there has been no significant general or overall down- 
ward trend during the years 1970-71 to 1974-75 in the 
participation by Bear Lake men in traditional land use 
activities. 


Rather than discuss each of 
facts 


these’individually, which is done in the report submitted 


to the Commission, I will address myself here to the 
final point above, witch ge—sthe tacesthart there bas been 
no general or overall decrease in the numbers of Bear 
Lake men participating in traditional land use 
activities. Based 'upon the indices in this paper, 
Bear Lake people are simply not abandoning their 
hraditaonademeans of making a living. 


The index upon which I base 
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this statement is summarized in table 1.7-A which is 
constructed ,as .Eollows:: 

Since each man in the survey 
sample of which there were 52 could possibly partici- 
pate in four different kinds of primary land use 
activity. cach year >, there, is .a, (total -of .208:, -thatwuis, 
24, times: 4, possible unats*of Jand use .,activity for 
possible male household heads during any given year. 

By totalling the number of different kinds of 
activities in which these men in fact participated 
during a given year, and computing that figure as a 
percentage of the total possible units of activity, 
one attainsa figure which can be used as an index 
of general or overall traditional land use at Bear 
Lake. 

By computing such percentages 
for each of the five years under consideration general 
trends in traditional land use at Bear Lake can be 
discovered. According to this index, there has been 
no significant downward trend in land use activities 
among the Bear Lake people. Rather, comparing the year 
1lo70-7) tLowthe-vyear,J9/74d-75,,there istactuallyra 
slight increase. 

I'll now discuss the area of 
land used by the Bear Lake people during this period 
of time. ae 

The most important to establish 
regarding the area of land used by the Bear Lake people 
is as follows. 


Although the Bear Lake people 
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no longer live in small, dispersed groups throughout 
their land at places such as Johnny Hoe River, Ganebou 
Point, Deas Bay, Bydand Bay and Mackintosh Bay, they 
continue to use all of these and other locations for 
their hunting, trapping and fishing. At many of these 
locations, cabins have been built and camps are main- 
tained for seasonal use throughout the year. 
For example, at Johnny Hoe 
eet 


River, there are six cabins which are used every year 


N 


aa Soe 
‘during the trapping season, during the spring beaver 


hunt and durang’major fishicuns. Reiterating to 
some extent, the Great Rear Lake people continue to use 
the entire area of land inhabited by their ancestors 
and by themselves only 25 years ago. Every year, Bear 
Lake people have trapped throughout their land, hunted 
caribou at the North Shore, and around Hottah Lake and 
fished at Fort Franklin, Deerpass Bay, Johnny Hoe River 
and Mackintosh Bay. 

The cata upon which I based 

pu the 

this statement is presented in” submitted version of 
this paper in map and table form and requires very 
Tite le adden ona |ITinterpréetationx elt. ts important 
to emphasize, however that the data summarized there 
represents a five year period only and must be viewed 
in Vian Ss twolamportant facts which anfluence the 
way in which Bear Lake people use their land. 

First, different kinds of 
animes anc Lash occtimminudifterent places at different 


times of the year and, second, animal and fish populations 


5a Sciam vary according to natural cycles and human exploitation 
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at any given location. By merely recording those 
locations at which the Bear Lake people have engaged 
in traditional land use activities during a five 
Vear “period, this paper is; in all probability, not 
representing the total area of land used by the Bear 
Lake people. 

For example, men have not 
hunted intensively for beaver in the Porcupine River 
area during the last three or four years. The reason 
for this however, is because a number of men hunted 
there for three or four successive years immediately 
preceding this period. Since the data which was collect- 
ed a Bibs accurately represent the manner in which Bear 
Lake men have allowed this and other areas to remain 
fallow during these five years, the total pattern or 
system of land use at Bear Lake cannot be depicted 
by this data alone. However, data reported here does 
provide some idea of the distances Bear Lake people 
travel in order to distribute their efforts over their 
lana 

tO 

Referring’the Map and table and 
also to the map on the board, I can simply say that all 
of the major trails around Bear Lake are not only used 
and have been used during the past five years, but all 
of the areas to which those trails lead have been used 
in subsistence activities. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. 
Have you examined this map and -- 


A Yeo, 4M talking about the 


Mejor trails. 
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Q That are depicted on this 
map that Miss Nahanni was showing us? 

A Yes, it's in the Bear 
Lake.country. Yes. In fact, I was able to accompany 
a number of Bear Lake men on most of those major trails 
while at Bear Lake during that period of time. 

T'll now turn to an estimate 
of income cerived from the land by the Bear Lake people 
aurimg thei vyvear 1974-75. It is difficult to estimate 
with a high degree of accuracy the amount of income 


people derive from hunting, fishing, trapping -- 


QO SOVry, LoinvoewruLly sorry. 
What page are we on now? 

A Page fourty of the 
Or oivial.. 

Q On. 

A To make such estimates 


requires among other things, 1. detailed records of 
production, exchange and consumption for extended 
periods of time and 2. a means of converting 
income derived from such activities to some common 
Seale Of Value such as dollars pér anit... Both of 
these requirements present difficulties or problems. 

In the first place, unlike 
income from “wage labor, it is hard to keep track of 
all of the income people derive from traditional land 
ise activities. More or less accurate estimates of this 
are all that can be hoped for. 

In the second place, conversions 


to common scales of value inevitably result in the 
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loss of information, information which might be 
vital to the understanding of particular activities. 
That is, part of the value of a particular land use 
activity might be obscured by measuring the utility 
Of Chat. acGivaty On a single aeranciee inappropriate 
scale. 

For example, measuring the 
value of caribou hunting according to the dollars 
per pound of caribou might obscure part of the true 
value and motivations for caribou hunting by native 
peoples. Anthropologists have long known that measuring 
the utility of activities in other cultures by western 
dollars is less than satisfactory. With these 
warnings, I make in the submitted version of this report 
an attempt to estimate the amount of income derived 
from their land by the Bear Lake people during the 


year from June 1974 to May 1975. I do this in two ways. 
























wer : 
> ih ae sees 
Sripim flo w «tot 
: > & Ger 
.asttivisos asIuziaiag 2 : 
ay re seivoivieq 8 Yo onlay aft To dq) ak dedT 
1 p } oF % _ a © yo : a 
ysitéjm ads patavassa yd bouvoedo 9d sipkin y2 o6 7 


- 


1) 7 
ve ; 


‘ 


te eed 
» 


v 
ar 


. 


7 





By : 4 ee er > ; 7 

eajnriqowaqent eqedzeq efpnie 6 a0 ytivisose jadd > (ae ‘i 4 
or i Tt 

“lofsba | 7 

Be r 

eit polivessm ,alqmaxs 10% | ; 7 


sanflob aft of bAtGtoses pulisoud podiees 20 Betsy 


A 
e+ re ; 
six og Yo sreq Sauosdo Jnplm wodita> to bawed 199 
) 
s? i 

avissa v4 pritrud vodixseo 316) ecaltevisom bas sulsev 

nat rr 
aivaesom and+ mvordt enol oved etatpoloqorisoA -ealqosq 


nyeseew vd aoustiue sefito ni esltrvisos to vatitsa az 
ages AdIW .vrogneteltea asd? east at ats(lop 


rioges gidd to notei9sv beliifexce sat om siem I ,2primisw 


haviteb smonnct to Aarons ofc ajamives oF sqmeste its 


* 


a9 vritph olqosq sted iwesa sas vd fast xted? mozt 


a 
} 


ol eis ob 


~ 
a 
4 

a 
~ 
= 
\& 


\LLWEST RE 
AMAR Y 2,8... 


od 








POR TING LTD. 22052 


We tor, Rushrorth ,Kodak in 
In Chiet 


First an estimate of the dollar 





value of products derived from traditional activities 
by adult male household heads at Bear Lake is provided. 
Second, an estimate of the 


amount of food which Bear Lake people derived from 





their Land during this period aS a percentage of the | 
total amount of food which they required during the | 
same period is computed. Through these two estimations | 
can be obtained some idea of the western dollar value 


of recent land use at Bear Lake. In the final .section of 





this paper aspects of the additional value of these 
traditional activities to the Bear Lake people will be 
considered. | 
To determine the dollar value | 
of traditional economic activities for the 1974-75 
period an estimate of the amount of edible food 
derived from the land is made and to this amount is | 
assigned a dollar value; income from the fur trade is 


then added, and these two figures are totalled. In as- 


Signing a dollar value to food from the land, the 

replacement value, or subsistence ry 
ects 

value’ is the cost in dollars of replacing that food 

with food obtained from other non-traditional sources, | 

(for example the Hudson's Bay Company)of that food is 

used.) G do this in spite of the fact that caribou, for 

example, has several characteristics which make it 

even more valuable than the beef it replaces: 

(1) caribou meat is invariably preferred by the Bear | 


Lake people as a food over beef (both in taste and in 


the fact that it is considered native as opposed to 
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content 
(2) caribou has a higher protein’per unit than beef 


| 

white grub. | 
| 

(3) caribou (and other meat from the land) could be Pl 
important to the diet of the Bear Lake people since | 
it is often replaced, not by protein rich food such as | 
beef, but by foods high in Sarnciardtes: | 
Concerning my use of replacement. 

value in assigning dollar value to this income, I | 


believe that Dr. Asch is going to discuss this idea in 


some detail in his report. Let me say one thing 





here, however, regarding the use of Gemini North of 
what might be called local exchange value as a means 
of assigning dollar value. I think the best thing that | 
Can be said about local exchange value is summarized 


by Gemini North themselves, who say, and I quote: 





"These figures underestimate, under-rate, 
excuse me, the importance of kind income 
as a supplement to cash income. In fact if | 
these relatively inexpensive food resources 
were not available, it would be extremely 
difficult for many native families to 

afford a store bought substitute at substan- 


tially higher prices." 


The only thing I would say to modify that is it would | 


not only be extremely difficult but perhaps impossible. 





THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse Mme, 
I didn't follow that. Would you mind reading that again? 
Pik soe rye. We TS. myo ale. 

A OO. hae br wheel. us -oOrng 


| 
| 
to talk about the use of replacement values. 
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Q Right, I understand 
replacement values. 

A cemini North used an 
exchange value. 

Q What’ "vou “could Sela it fo 
in the village? 3 





A What one Bear jJaker would| 


sell caribou meat to another Bear Laker. 


Q Oh, yes. 

A I believe that's the 
figure they used in assigning a dollar value to 
caribou meaét, for example. 

Q Gemini North in its 
Peon (i. 

A Yes, and I think the 
best criticism of that is provided by their own 
report where they say that this substantially under- 
estimates the value of such local food resources. 
I'll say something about this in a minute when I turn 
to the final ‘section of my report which talks about 
some of the additional values that Bear Lake has 
assigned to traditional land use activities. 

Q O.K., well I understand 
the difference between replacement value and local 
exchange value, SO we can press on. 

A Regarding the 
second estimate of income from’ the’land> that “is 
an estimate of the percent of the contribution of 


country food to the total requirements of the Bear Lake 
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people and their dogs, I will simply provide a 
maximum and minimum estimate for food requirements 
and compare those against maximum and minimum figures 
for food obtained from the land. I recognize that 
this provides only a crude measurement since among 
Other things, nutritional factors are neglected entirely. 
However, by providing such figures some information 
regarding the importance of traditional food production 
to the Bear Lake people will be conveyed. | 
In the submitted version of | 
my report, using the replacement :value of food i as 
from the land and including income obtained from the 
fur trade, it is estimated that the equivalent of 
between 223,000 and $261,000 in income is derived from | 
their land by the Bear Lake people during the year 2 
1974-75. This figure can be broken down and re-stated | 
in terms of per household income and per capita income | 
The average income derived from traditional land use 
activities by Bear Lake Indian households for the year 
1974-75 was between $3,500 and $4,100. This estimate 
is obtained by dividing the total number of native 
households at Fort Franklin, which is 64, into the 
estimate of total income. This figure for the number 
of households at Fort Franklin includes, in addition 
to those surveyed,households headed by women (widows, 
for example) and by men who have not resided at Bear 
Lake continually for the last five years. It is imperat-— 
ive to recognize that through the complex of reciprocal 
exchange relationships among the Bear Lake people, all 


of these households share in income derived from 
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traditional land use activities. Per capita income 





derived from traditional land use activities for this 
period was between $630 and $750. This figure is obtaindd 
by dividing the total resident native population, that | 
is by dividing the total number of individuals comprising 
all 64 households into the estimated total income. The | 
Significance of such income becomes clear when it is | 
compared to government estimates of household and per | 
Capita income for the people living at Fort Franklin 
and throughout the north. 

Lopkiangeat the product.of land | 
use activity by the Bear Lake people through the 
second measure defined above, it is estimated that 
between 25 to 40% of their foodstuffs were during the | 
year under consideration, obtained through traditional 


land use pursuits. | 





L' 11. now, turnuto a discussion (| 
recent oe 


and interpretation of‘land use by the Bear Lake people. 


Having attempted to document the extent and intensity 





of land use by the Bear Lake people, in this section 
I will attempt to interpret such land use by outlining 
something of the historical and cultural context within 
which it occurs. If the Bear Lake people use their 
land less than did their ancestors, we should attempt 
tn erplaingshie fact bywolacing, 4b, within i tsyhistorical 
context. If there is some other scale of values Beene | 
which their land use should be measured, we should 
attempt to discover this scale by looking within the 


Greate bear Lake: cul ture, 


Individuals and 





which 
organizations,’ support industrial development of the 
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Northwest Territories, allege . that native people no 
longer make their living from the land and that changes 
in the north must necessarily be towards a wage labor 
economy. Development, it is argued, is required for 
the new opportunities for income which Hite will provide. 
In this section I will discuss current land use at 
Bear Lake somewhat more abstractly than in the 
previous section. I will make a couple of points 
regarding historical events at Bear Lake and cultural 
values among the Bear Lake people. This will provide 
a means of understanding the extent and intensity of 
the recent and present use of the land. After consider- 
ing these points it should be possible to better 
evaluate statements by groups arguing the case for 
development in the north. It is essential to summarize 
a few historical events that have occurred at Bear 
Lake in order to provide a context within which to 
interpret their recent land use. 

The point to be made is this. 
As a percentage of their total income, the Bear Lake 
people actually derive less of their livelihood from 
their land than did their ancestors. However, the 
reasons for or causes of this fact reside outside of 
the traditional Bear Lake environment and socio- 
cultural system. The question which must be asked is 
phases Ls\a hweasonabile: ito- justify .(witheut support from 
native peoples) further development in the north by 
citing <thevexistence) of conditions which), were,in :fact 
created by previous development? 


Traditionally the Bear Lake 


| 
| 
| 
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people have always been hunters and fishermen who | 
lived exclusively off of their land. The most eet. 
food resources were, and continue to be, barren ground | 
caribou, woodland caribou, moose, lake trout, whitefish, 


herring and grayling. It is clear that the Bear Lake 





people traditionally organized their yearly socio- 
| 
economic cycle so as to strategically exploit these 


resources. For example, so as to strategically exploit | 
migrations of the barren gound caribou and runs of the 
various fish populations. People lived in much smaller 
(localized and kin-related) groups in the past and | 
mobile enough so as to establish camps wherever important 
resources were abundant. If a group of Bear Lake people 
were living at a fish camp at Mackintosh Bay and re- ! 
ceived word of a large caribou herd on the North Shre, | 


they could pack up all of their essential belongings 


and move there to hunt almost immediately. Flexibility 





in group organization and economic scheduling, coupled 
with abundant animal resources and a strategic 
knowledge of those resources gave the Bear Lake people 
a great deal of security in a land which is less than 
hospitablesto outsiders* 

When white men came to the | 
north looking for fur, they offered the Bea Lake Deets 
certain material items which could make life even more 
secure and somewhat easier for them -- tea, flour, 
sugar, lard, guns, metal axes, metal ice chisels, gill 
nets and canvas tents were among the most important 
of these. In return for these goods, Bear Lake people 


furnished the white traders with meat and fur they 
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requested. The effect of this trading relationship 
upon the Vene way of life has been discussed by 
Other writers. I believe Dr. Asch will discuss this 
further today. | 
Ariong the effects most widely | 
mentioned are those which relate to the changes in the| 
seasonal socio-economic cycle and increased emphasis 
On individuality and production -- through introduction 
of the gun, gill net and traplines, and the establish- | 
ment of a dependency upon the western market economy. : 
Whatever the truth of these matters is, it is clear on 
the Bear Lake people became more and more dependent 
upon the goods which the traders had to offer -- tea, 
flour, sugar, guns and so on, which were luxury items | 


to begin with, almost immediately become basic necessi-| 





ties. Through their continual demand for these things, 

Bear Lake people were locked into a trading economy 

and lost a good deal of the flexibility which previousl 

characterized their socio-economic system. When white qood: 

became necessities, Bear Lake people could no longer 

afford not to engage in the fur trade. Their subsistenc 

choices were changed or restricted by conditions 

established by the white traders. | 
After contact during the perio 

of time from 1800 to 1950 when the Bear Lake people settled 

at Fort Franklin, during this period of time the people | 

hunted and fished and trapped at all of the places 

mentioned in the first section of this paper. People 


from Bear Lake also travelled to Rae, Coppermine, the 





Mackenzie Mountains and Fort Good Hope while making 
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their living. For the most part, however, they stayed 
within their own land and traded at Fort Norman, | 
Or one of the various posts established intermittently 


at the Great Bear Lake. 
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in 1920,021 was. discovered at 
Norman Wells a little over 100 miles from the Bear 
Lake. In 1921 and 1922, the Bear Lake people signed 
Treaty ll at Fort Norman where they traded during the 
summer. In the early 1930's, silver and uraniam were 
discovered at what became Port Radium. By the 1950's 
a church, a Hudson's Bay store, a school and a nursing 
Station had all been built at Fort Franklin. 

During the '50's essentially 
all of the Bear Lake people settled relatively permanen- 
tly at Fort Franklin, a site traditionally used as a 
meeting place and important fishery by these people. 
As had the introduction of the fur trade, the settlement 
at Fort Franklin restricted the socio-economic system 
of these people and reduced even more the flexibility 
in their traditional subsistence pattern. 

The reasons people give for 
moving into Fort Franklin vary, however, many people 
mention the availability of services provided by the 
church, schools and the store as having been an impor- 
tant consideration in their thinking. A, particular 
importance apparently was the school. People knew 
and were told by the government that their children had 
to attend school. If a couple's children are not in 
school, that family could not receive pensions and 
assistance from the government. Faced by the decision 
between 1. leaving their children at Fort Franklin 
during the year, thereby losing the companionship and 


support of their children in the bush or 2. settling at 
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eventually 
Fort Franklin,’all of the Bear Lake people chose the 
latter. 

Now when men go to the bush 
they normally leave behind their wives so that their 
children will be cared for. 

It should also be mentioned 
that during this period, the late .'40's and ‘50's, 
the government conducted a massive tuberculosis eradica- 
tion program which included sending many men and women 
outside to Fdmonton. This of course, confined many 
households to the settlement. Families couldn't or 
didn't want to go the bush without their relatives and 
when those relatives returned from the hospital, many 
couldn't work full-time on the land. No one can 
deny for this program of the tuberculosis eradication. 
However, it should be remembered that tuberculosis among 
the Dene resulted, in the first place, from contact 
with white people . If tuberculosis contributed 
Girectly or indirectly to permanent settlement at Fort 
Franklin, this is another influence upon the Bear Lake 
people by forces outside of their own socio-cultural 
SY SCen. 

Whatever the immediate reasons 
people give for having settled at Fort Franklin, it is 
apparent that the ultimate reasons or causes stem from 
forces outside of the traditional Bear Lake socio- 
cultural system. Settlement at Franklin was the result 
of technological. economic, social and political pressures 
which accompany contact with the dominant white society. | 


Since moving to Franklin, the Bear Lake people have faced 
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many changes in their way of life. 

Children have been educated 
in a white school system. FNglish has been learned by 
many of the people. Band and hamlet councils have been 
established. Freight Sonic ents Franklin has increased 
tremendously. A co-op store has been organized. Rental 
housing has been built, and wage labor has increased. 

In spite of all these changes, 
most of which are in the material or technological realm, 
the Bear Lake people retain much of their traditional 
culture and most of their traditional values. When 
organizing their way of living,the Bear Lake people 
rely, for the most part upon their own cultural know- 
ledge and their own values, not those of white society. 

By viewing recent land use of 
the Bear Lake people within this briefly sketched context, 
it is easier to understand what is occurring now. Of 
particular interest are changes which have taken place 
in the socio-economic cycle and settlement pattern at 
Bear Lake. Many anthropologists feel that a group 
social organization and settlement pattern can be 
considered an adaption to their environment and technology. 
That is, the denands of the particular environment 
and a particular technology affect certain organizational 
reouirements which lead to the development among the 
people of a particular social organization and settle- 
ment.pattern 

Put another way, anthropologists 
have emphasized the importance of socio-cultural solutions 


to problems or pressures engendered by a particular 
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technological system within a particular environment. 
Facea=by the problem of making a’ living in their land, 
the Bear Lake people efficiently solved this problem 
by developing a particular kind of flexible social 
organization and mobile Pe ener: pattern. By doing 
so, they were able to exploit very efficiently all of 
the animal resources within their land. 

Since 1950, through the 
imposition of the new settlement pattern upon the 
Bear Lake people, that is, permanent residence at 
Fort Franklin, western society has undermined an 
efficient socio-cultural solution to the problems of 
exploiting the fish and animal resources of the Bear 
Lake environment. That is, contact with the dominant 
white society established conditions which made it more 
difficult to live off the land at Bear Lake and which 
consequently resulted in reduced land use among the 
Bear Lake people. “'This “is not, however, to say that the) 
Bear Lake people are not now utilizing the resources 
of their land since, as was documented in the first 
section of this paper, they continue to derive an 
important part of their income from the land. 

What is claimed however, is 
that a new settlement pattern at the Rear Lake which was 
introduced from the outside has made it more difficult 
for the Bear Lake people to efficiently utilize their 
land. If land use among these people is reduced from 
the time at which 100 percent of their livelihood was 
derived from the land, then the explanation of this 


fact resides in conditions imposed upon the Bear Lake 
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people from the outside. Should representatives of 
the same socio-cultural system which introduced 
change to Dene society now citethe existence of those 
conditions as proof for the need for additional 
change. 

The fact that given permanent 
residence at Fort Franklin, it is now more difficult 
to exploit traditional animal and fish resources does 
entail the conclusion that an economic system based 
upon industry and wage labor must be established. What 
it does entail is the conclusion that new forms of 
technology and new kinds of work organization must 
be employed as new solutions to the problems of living 
off the land at Bear Lake. 

For example, since people no 
longer live on the North Shore and around Hottah Lake, 
it is more difficult nowadays for them to hunt barren 
ground caribou than it was in the past. In response 
to this, new kinds of technology, for example, snowmobiles 
larger boats, and chartered aircraft and new kinds of 
work groups, for example, hunting groups organized by 
the Band Council and the Hamlet Trappers Association 
have made it possible to continue to hunt for caribou. 

Within this context, it 1s significant to note again 

the increase in participation by Bear Lake men in barren 
ground caribou hunting during the period under considera- 
ELOU. 

In light of the extent to 
which governmental programs have undermined the efficient 


use of their land by the Bear Lake people, it is 
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interesting to see an example of a program which apparently 


has had the opposite effect. Based upon this example, 
there seems to be no reason the Bear Lake people could 
not, if they so choose develop a community based economy 
founded substantially upon the continued use of tradition- 
al resources, even under the limiting conditions thus 
far imposed upon them. Whether or not this alternative 
will continue to be available, given the further imposi- 
tion of restraints from the outside, is a matter 
requiring serious consideration. 

Ae thas: pount,© I°want! toecurn 
to an outline of certain aspects of the meaning of the 
bush to the Bear Lake people and of the values which 
they attach to participation in traditional land use 
activities. 

It is obvious that their land 
and a bush oriented way of life mean much more to the 
Bear Lake people than can be expressed in western dollar 
terms. By measuring the utility of traditional land 
use activities in dollars only, one misses or obscures 
many of the subjective preferencesor values which the 
Bear Lake people associate with such activities. It 
is important then to know what some of these additional 
cultural values are in order to understand the Bear 
Lake people'scontinued use of their land. 

Skipping=a’ Tattle bit = these 
people of course discuss the importance of the foods and - 
materials which they take from the land. However, they 
also emphasize a number of other positive values which 


cannot be measured in dollar terms. Such values were 
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learned by the Bear Lake people from their ancestors 
and are considered by them to be constant in their 
Sulturad traci tion, Ja wWayeOt ste. 

Among these values are the 
following: First, the Bear rake people highly value 
participation in a way of life which requires hard 
work and industriousness and which demands the constant 
acquisition of knowledge through experience on the land. 
Life in the bush is very difficult and there is always 
something which must be done in order to survive. Food 
must be obtained, fires must be kept, clothing and 
shelter must be looked after, dogs must be fed and 
boats, snowmobiles and tobogagans must be repaired. 

The Bear Lake people enjoy 
such constant activity and give recognition to those 
people who are most industrious and successful on the 
land. The knowledge required by these people is 
considerable and can only be obtained by experience in 
the bush. As one person put it: 

"The bush is a hard school." 
Second, the Bear Lake people 


highly value the self-reliance and independence 


characteristic of life in the bush. In the bush, every-' 


one is his own boss and is responsible only to his 
partners and family. In the bush, people are not 
dependent upon others for their living. They are not 
dependent upon white men for jobs, for school and for 
food. Things are not upside down when the Bear Lake 
people are on their land and any of them can obtain what 


they need to live. 


| 
| 
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Third, the Bear Lake people 
highly value the ee arrren and mutual support which is 
associated with the bush. Men are their own bosses, 
and are free to make most of ther decisions for them- 
selves. However, they normally travel with partners, 
make decisions together, help one another in any way 
required, and share their take (except fur) between = 
sothat no one is without. The successful moose | 
hunter, for example, always divides the moose meat amon 
all sof, his, partners. Such reciprocity is, of 
course, not limited to the bush (as anyone visiting 
Fort Franklin will quickly see) yet Bear Lake people 
associate it with life on their land and stress its 
importance within that context. 

Again I want to emphasize in 

the fact 


this context’that local exchange value is not a proper 


way in which to assign dollar value to income from 





the land. Local exchange is predicated upon kinship 
and other kinds of social relationship, not upon 
supply and demand. One Bear Lake man explained the 
sale of caribou meat to other people at reduced prices 
in terms of trading caribou meat for white grub. 

"If someone gives you meat, you should give him 

money so he can get something from the store." 

All of these and other values 

which I don't have time to discuss derive from and are 
associated with a cultural tradition which is based 
upon life in the bush. While the commitment Bear Lake 
people have to these values and to their land has only 


been briefly discussed, the existence of such values 
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is clear. The Bear Lake people work in the bush not 
Only because they derive income from their land, but 


also because that work represents a link in their 





cultural tradition to a way of life characterized by 





OY Gl 











| industrious activity and the acquisition of knowledge 
through bush experience. Independence and self-reliance 
" and generosity and mutual support. These values help 
3 explain why Bear Lake people maintain strong ties to 
9 the bush in spite of increasing pressures from out- 
10 side of their socio-cultural system which undermine 
11 their continued economic use of the land. 
oe I will now summarize and conclude, 
13 In this paper I have attempted to describe the extent 
14 and intensity of recent land use by the Bear Lake 
15 Indians and to interpret such land use by placing 
16 it within appropriate historical and cultural contexts. 
17 Time and space have limited complete consideration 
18 of this topic. However, to reiterate, the following 
19 points have been established: 
29 A The Bear Lake people continue to derive an 
21 important amount of food(between 25 and 40 of their 
22 requirements) and a substantial amount of income 
- (the equivalent of over $200,000) from their land. 
s on A significant percentage of the Bear Lake people 
ae still engage regularly in traditional land use acti- 
26 vities. 
27 | be The entire area of land which was occupied by thei 
28 | ancestors is still used, to some extent, by the Bear 
es | Lake people today. 
des | 4. During the past five years, as) measured by the 
| 
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indices in this paper, there has not been a general 
downward trend in land use activities by the Bear Lake 
people. 

oe The Bear Lake people do not obtain -- do obtain, 
excuse me, less of their income from their land than 
did their ancestors 100 years ago. This fact, however, 
must be explained by citing conditions imposed upon the 
Bear Lake people from outside of Ree acc te-sulene at 
SvVstem,. 

Oe The utility of various land use occupations to 
the Bear Lake people should not be measured solely in 
dollar income. There are other kinds of subjective 
preferences or values which they associate with 

these traditional cultural activities and there are 


tangible pychological benefits derived from these 


people from their participation in the Dene way of 


Ite. Thank. Vou. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Rush- 
forth, you say that -- and certainly at the moment 
I don't suppose anyone is disposed to argue with you 
-- that the replacement value of the game, the fish that 
the Great Bear Lake people obtain amounts to something 
like 200,000, you said somewhere between 220 and 260 
a year. What figure did Gemini North come up with 
using the local exchange thing? 

A According to the Gemini 
Report, somebody maybe can clarify because they listed 
this trquve beth 19° 1971 and in) 1972 an wditterent 


places, but their figure amounts to approximately 
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$36,000, not including income derived from the fur 
trade, during ‘either’ 1971 0or°1972, I*m*not sure ‘which. 

Q Or both? 

A Or both. I'm not sure. 
L*think Pits probably */25 it -mustibe tintthe 
report earlieron. If you compute it that according to 
the approximate replacement value, the food obtained 
from the land during those years I think you would 
have to multiply their figure by approximately five, 
which would give you approximately $176,000 of income. 
Again that's the price that the Bear Lake people would 
have to pay in order to replace food which they got 
from the land with food which they acquired in a market 
economy. I see no other reasonable way, if Bear: Lake 
people are not going to participate or were forced 
away from participation in a traditional way of life, 
the only alternative source of food would be the 
market economy and I consider that to be the only 
reasonable way in which to compute the value of food. 

Q The discrepancy is vast 
and makes a world of difference. Gemini North, and 
even though I bragged this morning that I read the 
four volumes of their report, I don't remember coming 
across this, but did they indicate why they had 
rejected the replacement value method of computing 
the imputed value of country food to these people? 

A I maybe wrong, but I 
don't think they ever gave a rationale for that. They 
simply say this is the price caribou and fish go for 


in communities and again I think the reason that there 
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is such a low price in communities must be explained in 
terms of social relationships, it's not a market 


SLtudtion: 


Q Yes 

Ase, IMGHink that the figure they 
used for caribou, for example, was between 50 and 60¢ 
a pound. 

Q Butchow could you 
determine that anyway? How would they be able to determin 
what the people in the village sold caribou, 
fish, moose, anything else to one another for? 

A Perhaps Dr. Asch could 
answer this, but I think they simply asked the game 
management officials how much the meat was going for 
im town. fs that right? 

WITNESS ASCH: I don't have 
any detail on this. 

WITNESS RUSHFORTH: It seems 
relatively ~arbwvtrary. 

WITNESS ASCH: The only thing 
I saw in the report was it said the exchange or re- 
sale price in the community, but it did not detail how 
that was determined. 

Q OLK. 

WITNESS RUSHFORD: The replace- 
ment values which I used in my report were simply for 
red meat. I computed the average price of beef at the 
Hudson's Bay store and used that eee err eee value. 

Q The Hudson's Bay store 


in-Fort. Franklin? 
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during the time of the study, simply by averaging all o 


together 
the different kinds of beef’and coming up with the 


dollars figure. 1 did the same thing for fish and “for 
birds. For birds for example I used the replacement 


cost for chicken, as simple as that. 


MR BEDI. 20d “bike “boy-Euin Peo 


Chief Kodakin now. Perhaps you could pass the micro- 


phone down to Chief Kodakin. Chief, has Scott Rushfort 


paper been explained to you in your own language? 

WITNESS KODAKIN: Say that 
again. 

Q Has Mr. Rushforth's 
paper been explained to you in your own language? 

THE INTERPRETER (FOR WITNESS 
KODAKIN): Yes, he say yes, Scott explained to him and 
I translated for him, and then he told all his people 
ine Prank lan: 

QO And chief, do you agree 

with 

with Mr. Rushforth,’ what he Says in his paper? 

A What's "agreeing with", 
anoched Wey OL putting ate ’ Correct. He says yes, 


Vso, vers COLIC, 


MR. BELL: Thank you very much. 


Perhaps now if there is any cross-examination of 
Chief Kodakin, counsel could direct their questions 
fo him at thic time so that we can enable him to get 
back home. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just Chief 


Rodakin, now Mr. “Rushtornth? 
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GLOSS =hxam, Dye, Scott 


MR. BELL: Yes. 

MR woCOLt Mr HOlLingworth? 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: I have no 
questions of the chief. 

MR. SCOTT: Mr. Steeves? 


MR. STEEVES: I have no ques- 


tions. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. SCOTT: 
Q I'd like to ask the 
chief what the price of fur was last year, and what 


the price of fur is this year. Beaver fur pelt. 


A He say it depends on how 


you get, 
much’ if you get a whole bunch and they give him the 


average price, he says. He bring in 40, they give him 


average size, 13 or $14 pelt, depends on who you're 
dealing with, Hudson's Bay or co-op. You see, the co- 


op gives you $18, $20 per pelt, and Hudson's Bay will 
make 


give you 13 or 14. You got to’deal with two of then, 


see. 

Q Well, is the price 
higher last year or this year? 

A He says it was higher 
last year. 

MR. SCOTT Those ‘are alt the 
questions I have, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

MR. BELL: Well, perhaps now 
would be a convenient time to break for tea sir, 


before. we go On with further evidence. 


-meup on sven T :eSVaaTe iM 


‘dw S06 .2494% 2ant asw wo to eogta ead saedw 2eids 


wo NO Bbieyes 74 yea of Res 
ie, | ~top oy 
and mic eyio vert Dee donmd OLONM: & top Boy ti “ doum 


+ ir 
ee 


{iiw 


, auto 


suoOy 


wet rr 


ent wen ot salt Bt 0 


avio Yer yt ot palid sh  .aeved = 1s9hiq epstove 


off , saa POL» JOorOD 6 veo, at noe bull ,oatiw pail iseb 


s9i7qg ef2 et ,Liow 0) 


Wake ted 102 ‘Messd od omnis tm tawrere aed 


























Ssaveose .xM ;TTODe . aM 


rae an Ri a) . Dy 
arobee 
; 7} 


“TODS «AM VR MOTRAMIMAX@-220aD  ” 


yo toe 30 “SUHGH  tsey eids ak ast to goisg srit 


‘uov Oofw ao eboaedeab ,ited bf2 20 £ ,oxta spatevs 


yed «'acRbul One ,tieq tog Os? 82 Boy eevip go 
SAB 


: ~ S | 
to Ow? daiw [seb‘o? Fop woyx 61 to Gi toy svip 


Le 


-29e 


TT69Y giAt to yweey deel terpid 


» tBSY jeat 

\[s 9%6 @esodT : TODS HM 
voy Ansdt ,eved I enoitesup 
AneadT? szARUOIBS SIMMOD aH4 | | | 
agerizeg Liew tldaa .aM i | he ee 
wae es 


+ 907780. tve x8d3302, ddiw oe ‘atl 4 '8t0% 
eae any ea 
pes i 























ct PORTING LTD. 22674 


Asch, Ritter, Rushforth 
In Chief 


(WITNESS KODAKIN ASIDE) 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR A FEW MINUTES) 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
THE COMMISSTONER: Let's come 
to order. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BELL (CONTINUED) : 
Q Dr. Asch, would you 


please proceed? 





WITNESS ASCH: Yes. 

MR. SCOTT: Excuse me. Mr. Bell 
would you convey my request to Dr. Asch that he go | 
loud. and: not. too, fast? 

WITNESS ASCH: O.K. Also I 
was thinking about the hockey game, which I understand 
is irrelevant. 

MR. SCOTT: If you miss the 


hockey game it will be in the paper. | 


A I don't even know who 





won on Tuesday night. 

Mr. Commissioner, let me begin 
by summarizing what I understand to be the position 
of the petroleum industry regarding the social and 
economic impact of the gas pipeline and attendant 
development on the native people of the north. 

The. position. based on the 
studies of the Boreal Institute of the University of 
Alberta, Van Ginkle Associates, and by Gemini North, 
suggests that: 

(1) The ‘social and economic situation sin ~thesnorth 
today is characterized by the problems of high unemploy- 


ment, high welfare, alcoholism, poor housing, and racial 
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tensions, among other things. 





(2) That these problems cannot be solved through the | 
traditional way of life, for this is either dead of 
dying; 


(3) That the construction and maintenance of the gas 


pipeline as well as attendant development will provide 





employment and thus help in some respects to alleviate 
the immediate social and economic plight of the 
people. Therefore it is concluded that the social and 
economic impact of the pipeline on balance will be 
beneficial and that the pipeline thus should proceed 
as quickly as possible. 

The intent of my presentation 
is to provide an alternative analysis of the social and 
economic situation in the north today and to offer a 

different conclusion regarding the potential impact of 


the pipeline and its attendant development. In brief, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
IT will argue that, while I agree with the industry- 
sponsoreditstudies: thatbwthepeopleminm themmorth today | 
face a number of very serious economic and social, as | 
well as political problems, the developments proposed 
by the petroleum corporations, at least in their 
present form, will not help in solving these problems 
and indeed will almost certainly exacerbate them. 


Thus I will be recommending to you that, unless certain 


issues regarding control of and participation in develop 


| 
ment in the north are resolved first, these developments 





should not take place. 
However, before beginning the 


substance of my presentation I feel it is im portant to 
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say a few words concerning why I believe we experts 
are in disagreement on this issue. Some might say 


that our differences are purely political or else 


a subject. I would disagree. Rather, I would argue tha 


merely represent reasonable scholarly disagreemen t on | 
the differences in our analysis and conclusions flow | 
| 


} 


directly from the fundamentally different ways in which 


we approach the question of the analysis of socio- 


I am sure that a number of 


| 
| 
economic impact. 
the ways in which our approaches differ will emerge 


from my presentation. Here I just wish to mention that 


at base my critique of these studies is that, although 
| 


they have collectively amassed quite a bit of data, 


} 


they include virtually no information on either histori- 


Gal,,.o cultural tactors.. AS’ a result, on the one’ hand 





they are missing information essential to making a 


proper assessment of any development, and on the other 
they are creating the impression that northern natives 
are fundamentally just poor people who happen to be 


native, an impression whih does injustice to the facts. 


In fact, I would argue that had they taken historical 
and cuLtural «factors into.,account,. the ,other researcher 
would have either reached the same conclusion as I, or 
at least would have moderated their recommendations 


concerning immediate development to include more native 


GonErolk. 





In this presentation, then, I 
will provide some of the missing cultural and historical 


inrormation and use it, in conjunction, with the data 
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found in the industry-sponsored studies, to re-assess 


the impact of the gas pipeline and attendant developnent 


On the social and economic life of northern natives. 
Specifically, the data I will offer here derives, on 
the one hand, from three years research into the post- 
contact economic history of the Slavey region, and on 
the other from material I have gathered during seven 
years of learning about the social life of the people 
in a single Slavey community, Fort Wrigley. I must 
State at the outset that this data was not collected 
primarily for the purpose of doing an economic and 


social impact study, nor is the data extensive in 


geographical range. However, I believe that the general 


features of the other areas are similar, and therefore 
the same conclusions should generally apply in the 


whole Dene region. Nonetheless, I believe that much 


information is needed before an accurate picture of the 


history and the culture of the area can be known to 
southerners. 

Beonemic History. It 15, not 
my intention to present an overview of the contact 
history of the north alternative to that presented at 
this Inguiry by Professors Helm and Stager. Rather, it 
is my desire to develop out of my specific research 
into the economic history of the Slavey region a 
general framework for discussing the problems facing 
the native people today, and the way a gas pipeline 
would  contribure £o. those problems. 

In brief, this general frame- 


work will suggest that the post-contact economic 
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histony! ofthe region is, characterized primarily by 
the operation of an economic relationship in which 


the native people receive immediate material well-being| 
| 





in exchange for long-term economic dependency. The 
evidence I will use to show this relationship derives | 
primarily from my study of that portion of the Slavey 
area to the east of the Mackenzie River between Fort 
Simpson and Fort Norman. I will begin with a 
description of the economy of that area in the late 


pre-contact period. This will be followed by a 





section on the history of the fur trade, and one 

on the economy today. I will conclude with an assess- 
ment of the pipeline within the context of the history 
of the Indian-white economic relationships. 


At first glance, it may seem 





somewhat inappropriate to consider that the Dene had 
an economy at all during aboriginal times; there was, 
after all, no market place. However, if we define the 


term "economy" in its most basic sense, that is as the 


productwon, end, iqincuLationwof ~.goods;, abhen, wwiehispolear 
that every society that survives in a material way from| 
year to year must have an economy. 


In the late pre-contact period 





the economy of the region was characterized by the dom- 
inance of small self-sufficient groups of ae 
20 to 30 related people called by anthropologists | 
WLC. Groups. nn tikn. Ordew to, maintain «bhemsel ves, these | 


groups relied on the harvesting of the many kinds of 


bush resources found in the region, including a widd 





variety of fish, small game animals, big game such as 
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moose and woodland caribou, and a number of kinds of 
edible berries. As well, they relied on other Sees 
| such as trees which were important in constructing | 
| shelters, in transportation, and as fuel. 
Given the nature of the | 
terrain, and the distribution of resources in the region, 
it is most likely that the local groups camped in winter 


nearthe shores of the larger lakes which dominate the 


region. Here the small game and fish, which were the 





constant supply. | 





Within these encampments 


constant staples of the diet, could be found in most | 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


labor was organized along age and sex lines, with men 


. primarily responsible for hunting big game and setting 








fish nets, and the women and children for the collection 
of small game. As well, women were responsible for | 
making clothing from local resources such as moose hide | 
| and rabbit skins. 

The primary techniques used 


in collecting animal resources were snaring with babich 








| and sinew snares and entrapment. As well, moose and olther 
| big game animals were hunted with bow and arrow, club 
or spear when crossing water or open country. Fish were 


| taken with fish nets made of woven willow bast or 


| caribou babiche. Given this type of technology, it is 
| reasonable to conclude that most often large game capture 


required co-operative labor in hunting parties. As well, 





co-operation was also important for women's production 


tasks. 
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Transportation in the winter 


at this time relied primarily on human labor power and 





was accomplished almost exclusively on foot. Yet | 
paradoxical as this may seem, the result of this form 
of transportation resulted in,more group travel than in 
the later period when dog power was used in transporta- 
tion. The reason for this is simple; without dog teams 


it would be easier to bring people to the game than 





the other way around. Hence, it would appear that in 
winter people moved around more than in later periods and 
in fact may have travelled throughout the region in 


search of game, returning only occasionally to the 


| 
| 
fish lake base camp when the situation demanded it. | 
In summer, people travelled | 
primarily by shallow drafted canoes. As well, some | 
moose hide canoes may: have been used. Travel at this | 
time included a trip to one of the major lakes where | 
an encampment of perhaps 200 persons would be formed | 
probably around the times of the fish runs. Then, be- 
fore winter, the people would return again to their 
small local groups. 
Turning now to the question 
Of the circulation Of goods, 14 would appear that withi 
local groups bush resources were distributed on the 
Bae evot Mreciprocicy on mutual sharing? That is, gen- 
erally speaking, all participated equally in the good 
fortune of the hunters and all suffered equally when 


their luck turned bad. Although the distribution 





systemwas basically informal, there was apparently some 


formality concerning the way in which certain animals 
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were shared, and that specific parts were reserved for 
the hunter and persons closely related to his or her 
immediate family. in this way, individual ability 
could be recognized but not at the expense of the 
collective good. Thus it was the whole membership of 
the local group and not each family or each individual 
that defined a self-sufficient unit. 

There 1s little direct 
evidence available from historical or archaeological 
sources concerning the circulation of goods 


between local groups during this pervoc ; 
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However, an examination of the productive base of the 
lana indicates thatthe region is not highly varied as 
to kinds of resources, but is, somewhat variable from 
year to year as to the actual distribution of these 
resources on the land. Hence, the primary problem 

of circulation probably concernedthe creation of a 
balance in any one year between local groups which had 
resources surplus to their needs and those which did 
not have the minimum resources necessary for survival. 

Theoretically, there are two 
ways in which this imbalance could be correct. Either 
the surplus goods could be moved to the people in need 
Or people could move to areas in which local surpluses 
existed. Given the technology as well as the kinship 
system as reported by early travellers, it would appear 
that the latter solution was probably the case. Thus, 
it would seem that the principle of mutual sharing of 
resources was extended beyond the local group to include 
all groups in the region. This was done through a 
kinship and marriage system which linked all the people 
if, thes regqron into-a single soctal ‘unit “and thus “con- 
veyed to all reciprocal rights and obligations concerning 
the use of resources in the region. 

In terms of inter-regional or 
inter-tribal exchange, the little archaeological and 
historical evidence available indicates that trade between 
groups did occur for copper as well as implements of 


European manufacture are found in the region even prior 
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to the arrival of European traders. However, nothing 
of the mechanisms of this type of trade is known. 

To summarize then, the 
regional economy in the late aboriginal period was a 
total economy both in terms of production and circulation 
of goods. That is, the people of the region were them- 
selves wholly responsible for their own survival. They 
achieved this end by organizing themselves into self- 
sufficient local groups within which production and 
distribution were collective activities. 

However, given the potential 
variation of resources in local regions from year to 
year, on occasion, local groups found themselves unable 
to maintain their self-sufficiency. At these times, 
they would join with other local groups lucky enough 
to be enjoying a surplus. Hence, the principle of 
cooperation and mutual sharing found within local groups 
was extended to all the people of the region. 

The period of direct involve- 
ment with the fur trade began in the last decade of the 
18th century. Although contact was established as the 
result of the competition between the Hudson's Bay 
Company and the Northwest Company, for hegemony in the 
western trade, virtually none of the intense rivalry 
between the two trading companies was transferred to the 
region. Here, the Northwest Company maintained hegemony 
in the fur trade until 1821 when, with the amalgamation 
of the two companies, the new Hudson's Bay Company came 
into ascendancy. As a result, none of the disruptions 


in native life which marked the period of competition in 
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other parts of Canada appeared in the north and indeed, 
from the time of contact until roughly 1870 when the 
Bay lost its monopoly in the fur trades throughout 
Rupert's Land, the fur trade was marked by stability. 

During the period of Hudson's 
Bay Company monopoly, the region was apparently considered 
too remote to command much attention. BAy policy 
required that remote posts such as those in the region 
remain self-sufficient in food provisions. Further, 
at. least in the period from 1821 to 1850, Bay con- 
servation policies inhibited trading in furs at all posts 
in. Nosth America, aneluding! thosesim the sregion. As “well, 
supply lines at this time were maintained through the 
use of York boats and brigading from Winnipeg to the 
west, imposing severe restrictions on the amount of goods 
and furs which could be transported to and from the north. 

Given these transportation and 
trading restrictions, goods available for trade at 
remote posts were limited both in kind and quality. Of 
the goods available the most important for the Indians 
were probably the new staples such as flour, tea and 
sugar; metal utensils and implements; beads; blankets; 
bobaccosapd-alke@ohol. In order to obtain these goods, the 
Indians had to trade local resources. However, given 
the himitatacnsseknthesqoodsxandvthespolicymrestrictions 
mentioned above, it would appear that production in 
the fur trade was not great and consisted mainly of 
providing,food. provisions: rather -thanvfurs. 

From this evidence, it appears 


that the economy of the native people of the region 
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changed little during this period from its aboriginal 
strategy. That is, the economy of the region was stil 
total in that the people of the region including both 
natives and Bay personnel depended for their survival 
almost exclusively on local resources. This was achieved 
by Bay personnel through the exchange of trade goods 
for food and by the nativeSthrough the continued use of 
a wide range of bush resources and the organization of 
the people into self-sufficient economic units or local 
groups. 

For the native people production 
despite the new utensils and implements was still prim- 
arily a collective activity and distribution of goods 
within and between local groups was still based on the 
principle of sharing. The only significant changes 
in native economic life during this time were the 
adoption of certain trade good items that made life 
a little easier and a shift in the seasonal round to 
include both otcasional trips to the trading posts for 
Supplies at various times in the year and especially later 
in the period the occasional use of the trading posts 
rather than the major lakes as places for encampment 
during the summer. 

With the sale of Rupert's Land 
in 1870, the Hudson's Bay Company lost its monopoly in 
most of its former domain and with it, an assured supply 
of furs at prices well below world market levels. In some 
areas of the Mackenzie region, such Fort Wrigley and 
Fort Norman, monopoly cenditions continued to obtain 


until as late as perhaps 1900. 
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However, in other parts of the 
region such as Fort Simpson and upstream, the operation 
of free traders further south was soon felt by the Bay. 
Thus, for example, William Hardisty, chief factor at 
Fort Simpson, as early as 1876 suggested that while the 
Indians, at Fort Norman "being in the center of the 
district and far removed from the opposition, are still 
amenable to authority and generally work well", the natives 

of the Fort Simpson area, “would not deliver up their 
furs at the old prices", one reason being "the advent of 
free traders at Vermilion in Alberta and the exaggerated 
reports regarding them which have been carried all over 
ther district." 

In order to meet this new com- 
petition, the Bay needed to provide more trade goods 
and provide them more cheaply. The major stumbling 
block to accomplishing this end was the continued use 
of an out-moded transportation system which was costly, 
Inefircient and taxed to capacity... To solve this 
problem, perhaps spurred on by the development of an 
independent steam transport system by the Roman 
Catholic missionaries, the Bay reacted by replacing the 
York boats with steam, first. on the AThabasca in 1882 and 
then on the Mackenzie in 1885 and by the moving of -- 
and by moving the major trans-shipment point to the north 
from Winnipeg to Fdmonton after the completion of the 
varl. @4nk fromeCaligary to Bdmonton. an Lleol. Between 
1870 and 1890, transportation to the north was thus re- 
volutionized from a system based on an 18th century model 


to a modern one. 
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From the late 19th century on 
then, the Bay apparently changed its strategy from one 
of monopoly in the collection of furs to the encourage- 
ment of competition. Their control now was seen to be 
in terms of virtual monopoly in transportation and re- 


tail sales, where it was felt they could maintain a 





Richy level of proLit:. 


I should say that the profit | 
in Wrigley in 1892, the gross profit was 290 percent. | 
The effects of competition and 
the new transportation system as well as the Yukon gold, 
rush. ©f -1893 and the rise in £uxr prices’ during World 
War I was the complete transformation of the fur trade. 
To begin with, there was a major change in the kinds | 
and quantities of goods available. Among the new items | 


introduced in the period between the end of monopoly 


and the turn of the century were: the repeating rifle, | 





the steel trap, wide Varieties of western clothing, 
dogs and dog teams and chocolates and other luxury 


items. As well after the development of ‘steam trans- 


portation, the numbers of traditional exchange items 
such as food staples, blankets and metal utensils 
available in the north increased dramatically. 
Secondly, a major shift 
occurred in the position of the trading establishments 
an the regional econcomy.. Specifically, it 2s clear 
that the new transportation system along with later im- 
provements created a condition in which the traders wer 
no longer dependent upon local resources for survival 


but rather could rely increasingly on external sources 
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of provisions. 

Thirdly, this new found 
independence of the fur traders had an effect on 
exchange relationships between the trader and the 
Indivan. Lt 1S true that an order to obtain trade goods 
natives still traded local resources. However, whereas 


in the earlier period either provisions or furs could 


be used equally in exchange, now the Bay and the 





free traders alike could manipulate the exchange ed 


ships to encourage trade in furs over food. 





Thus, for example, as early as 


1871, the Bay limited the trade in percussion rifles to 





fur exchange while allowing food and furs to be traded | 
only for common Indian guns. As well, late in the | 
19th century, the Bay changed its standard of trade by | 
doubling the exchange value of furs to that of | 
provisions. The process changing the economic helaetone 
ship was capped during the last decade of the 19th 
century with the adoption of money as the medium of 
exchange and the concurrent demise of the old barter 
system. 

As a result of these externall 
initiated developments in the fur trade, the economy 
of the region had shifted by 1900 in some areas and 
certainly throughout the region by the middle of World 


War I away from its virtual independence of trade 


goods to a situation where both trade goods and local 
subsistence resources were Significant. Yet, the 
internal organization of the economy did not change 


greatly. The primary economic unit for most natives 
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Still remained the local group which in most cases 
ecill wintered at fish lakes. Further, labor was still 
organized on the basis of age and sex,with the women 
and children responsible for collecting small game, 
and the men for hunting, fishing and now trapping. 

Some changes in production 
resulted from the introduction of the rifle and steel 
trap. Of these, perhaps the most significant was the 


new-found ability of individuals to maintain more 


independence of others in their hunting and trapping pur- 


suits. Yet, aboriginal hunting techniques were still 
employed in collecting most game, including big game 
animals and so cooperation remained a significant 


component of production. 
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It's interesting seeing what 


for snaring moose in the 1930s. 
As well, some changes 
Occurred in the mobility of the people. To begin with, 


| 
Dick Turmer has there about, the mse of Steel cables 

| 

| 

the advent of the trapline, the year-around availabil- | 

| 


ity Of provisions at trading posts, and the introductio 


n 
of dog team transport encouraged sedentism to the exten 
that during the early20th century many families built 
permanent dwellings at fish lakes and along traplines. 
Further, in order to obtain supplies and trade furs, 
the men now made at least two trips to the trading 
posts during the winter season. Generally these were | 
at Christmas and at Easter. However, the women and 
children most often did not accompany the men to apy el 
posts, but remained as before, in the bush throughout 


the winter months. Finally, summer travel was 


probably expanded by the introduction of motors on 





canoes and scows. As well, now the seasonal round 
almost always included summer encampments at trading 
posts rather than at the major lakes. 

Finally, it would appear that 
the circulation of goods anong the people of the region 
remained virtually unchanged by the new fur trade 
conditions. Despite the increased individualization 


in production and the introduction of money into the 


economy, distribution both within and between local 


8 


groups remained based on the principle of mutual sharin 


Thus the main change in the distribution system of the 





region was the great increase in the amount of trade 
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between the native people and the traders. 

In summary then, it would 
appear that the regional economy was transformed by 
the new fur trade conditions from a total economy to 
one which relied both on local subsistence and the use 
of externally produced goods which were exchanged for 
LUGS. HOWe ver, 1 1S. important: to note or to point 
Out that this shift appears to have created no major 
Changes in the internal dynamics of production and 
circulation within the native economy. 

Nonetheless, as a result of 
this economic shift, which required minimal changes in 
production and virtually no change in distribution, 
the standard of living was greatly raised. This 


must have made people feel quite wealthy. This rise in 


standard of living, however, had an unexpected conseque 


-- dependency. For now the stability and success of 
the economy was dependent in large measure on external 


economic conditions such as high market price for 


fur in relation to trade good prices and the availabili 
of productive surpluses in one aspect of local resource 
furs. This latter problem, as Father Fumoleau points ou 


was Chronic, and indeed after the influx of whites into 


the north during the 1920s, almost led to the collapse 
of the economy. On the other hand, the first problem 


appeared on the surface at least to be insignificant, 


for as my investigation of the relationship between fur 


prices and trade good prices in the period beginning at 


World War I shows, they remained in a stable relation- 


ship for over 30 years through two World Wara and the 





nce 
| 


| 
| 
| 









_ 


im? te @ 7 © f. : 9 he 7 _ 7 : 

77 , 7 7 

al Bi NOLDOH 0¢ st? 
1 ) 4 - « 



























"| if iy “i aT ; nae : » .- vi ‘7c as! 7 
pis eat a) 

, f * 93 morons Ido: & meee iat co twit wai bah | 

j ‘ ‘or ; his apo ; 
| eC eer brs somasta Lada Tenet RO dao batter aie aft sae DM 

1. ROR beasts ‘Saw ia boop: ‘beouboxg, vitersesee to a 

| 

| tatog OF x9 ton ai pons sonM, et dh svevewon et a 

7 ol 
| 


LOC BM On becsezp eve exegye 32 aaa eidy tent #40 


inrot fioj.te uo to enki Bayh Apniostié ott fh eepnero 


ie 


“¥MeiODS eviten ark cieaie hogsalvot£o 


tn Jivaex 6 a8 seledtenom 


a) 


ni #9pneda [Simi mim Pet topet io rh, . side Qimowaos eid? 


a 


MOfsudiyt ath mk eprisits ony LL sss aga iy ACLs (notpoub Hotg 
) aidT -baeiss yi ssexp 26 Ww priv to bs ntireala’e anit 
Ls ped seit aid? «veto sow ettiup Iask slyooq pone oven Sein 
*ahalpaane basonceace née bed .tevewod paves a9 bishasse 
| iO meanoue Bas yiilideta oft won 20% -YOnehnaqed i 
fentasKe 10 etwesem opxet ni! tnsbasqeb sew ymonogs att 
102 @elazd Yatyen fei cl ae dove anatiiines sinonose 
xp [idelisve ef4 bas aeotig boop eheit oF noidsfax ti wt 
)POOTUORST Leool 0 I9S986 G10 it reavtqave evistouhoig to 
spo etmiog on eLonus Tat767 26 me Ldorig tassel eld? .exwt 
err aod inw Fo xu lank oi? xodTs bereaved bes ,olso1do 2eAW 
eat gi fog edd os bet Jeonls ,80S@ oly patiuh diton ori 
my ae Jati) od¢ , brad reito eit 10 GROnoDe, est Pa ; 

| tes 


insoitinpiact od of t#ael js SoAi the edt © bernoqae ae a 


| len’ asewied ginenoits! lox edd 0 poi dapitaavat mn ze a 
. i hai is 


{ 
+8 eninatped boixea a ni eeotig heat maa 
| ryeite tex wag & atk beqiamex yoitt nf wore 


i TP i ase't c, ae. 

r arf ban ex6W bixow ‘wd de wort stKSY pee 

: ; ft ti 7 Ae as a i. 
La : ; re 7 _ 7 a aT = of} ' ry th my, af : : 
_ ve ' on 


= aa 7 u 


ALL WEST 


REPORTING L-TO. 22692 


BURNABY 2, B.C. 




















Asch Rutter, Rushforth 
br Cire! 


Great Depression, Yet ultiumately it was this factor 


and not fur production itself that led to the collapse 


of the fur trade economy, when beginning after World 
War II and lasting at least through the Korean War, 
there was a long depression in the value of furs and 
an astronomical rise in the price of trade goods. 


In the years immediately 


following the war, I am sure that it was hoped that fur 


prices would soon rise again. In the meantime, most 


people supported in part by the general introduction of 


family allowance and old age pension payments during 
the late '40s, maintained their fur trade economy 
focus. But by the 1950s it became apparent that the 
fur economy would never return, at least without 
direct government intervention. Thus, for example, 
the Territonial ,Councisd in Sanuary, 1956,.unanimously 
passed a resolution which stated in part: 

"Whereas the real income derived from fur 

trapping in the Northwest Territories is less 

than one-third of its pre-war level, 

And whereas it is not possible for a person 

to live and to provide the minimum standards 

of his family at present prices of fur, 

Be it resolved that the Commissioner be reques- 

ted to ask the Minister of Northern Affairs & 

Natural Resources to request the Government of 


Canada most strongly to give jsmmediate consider- 


ation sco the orevision of sassistance to the people 


of the Northwest Territories through the .estab~< 


lishment of an appropriate measure of support 
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for the price of “fur, or alternatively to take 
all possible measures at the earliest date 
to stimulate the economic development of the 
Northwest Territories so that alternative 
means Of employment and ficone can be provided 


for these people." 


The government acted by 


. adopting a position basically in favor of economic 


development. To this end, Jean LeSage, Minister of 
Northern Affairs & Natural Resources, in 1955 pro= 
claimed the New Education Program for the Northwest 
Here oes which recommended the construction of 
school facilities in smaller centres and a program of 
hostel construction in larger ones to facilitate 
universal education. This solution was apparently | 
approved of by at least some of the native chiefs for 
it seemed a way for the youth to overcome the problems | 
of the contemporary economic situation. 
As a result of this policy by 

the early 1960s, grade schools had been constructed 
in virtually all the communities in the region and in 
most cases people were encouraged to move into town 
where they would continue to receive benefits and could 
remain with their children. For the others, it was 
pointed out. that: 

"forgetful children should not forget that 

school is compulsory and that missing school 

for five consecutive or separate times is liable 

to punishment. Parents who fail to send their 


children to school without serious reason and 
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| 
notificationvto sathe:‘teacherpeare liable,to | 
be fined and jailed. Moreover, family allow- 
ance paymen ts may be cancelled upon report 


made by the proper authorities. Mark well, 





children, that missing part of the day accounts 
for a day's absence, insofar as the punishments 


are concerned. Therefore, do your share for 


your sake and that of your -family." | 
Given the economic conditions | 





of the time, the threat of the loss of family Steyn eee 
must have been quite an inducement to those unwilling 
to volunteer to send their children to school. In any 


event, voluntarily or not, most people at least in the 





Fort Simpson and Fort Wrigley regions, had moved into 
town within one year of the opening of a winter term 


sehools 


The new circumstances had a 
profound effect on the internal organization of the 
regional economy. To begin with, the movem ent of peopl 
away from residence at fish lake encampmen ts and the 
introduction of direct family allowance payments, old 
age pensions and other cash benefits, directly to 
nuclear family heads and individuals, completely under- 
mined the economic rationale of the local group. Thus 
beginning no later than 1960, the nuclear family, | 
typically composed of an older married couple and their 
adult and younger children, became the primary self- | 
sufficient economic unit. 


Fumther,iwhile the overall 





economy still relied on both bush resources and trade 
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goods with the demise of fur itself as the means for 
Obtaining trade goods, the internal organization of 
the economy was forced to shift into two virtually 
independent spheres of production and distribution: 
(1) for bush subsistence; the other for trade good 


subsistence. 


Concerning the former, the 





production and distribution were little changed. That 
is, production was still organized as previously, with 


men responsible for hunting big game, fishing and trap- 


ping, and the women for the collection of small game 
and berries. However, the move into town meant that the 
men, who for the most part still retained their fish 
lake hunting and trapping areas, had to travel long 
distances to obtain bush resources. On the other hand, | 


the fact of permanently and enlarged local populations | 





\ 
| 


meant the eventual depletion of the small game in the 
vicinity of the communities,and thus ultimately the 
virtual abandonment of winter collection activities on 
the part of women. 


Aside from the fact that the 


primary mutually sharing group shifted away fxom the 
local group, there was also little change in the ideo- 
logy Of distribution ain the bush resource sector. That 
1S KeCciprocity Still obtained in. the bush resource 
circulation both within the nuclear family and when 


surpluses were available, bdween families that had once 





co-resided within asingle local group. Indeed, in a few 


instances, bush resources were shared within the commun- 
ity as a whole, despite official counter-pressures 
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against the ideology of reciprocity, as for example 
through government supervision of the distribution of 
game kept in community freezers. 

Turning now to the cash trade 
goods subsistence sector, in the past furs alone had 


had an exchan ge value sufficient to fill the trade 





good needs of the economy. Now with the collapse of the 
fur trade, this was no longer the case. Thus, people 

needed to obtain cash in addition to the income receive 
from trapping. In most cases, families relied upon dir- 
ect cash payments from the government such as family 

allowances, old age pensions, and in a few cases, wel- | 
fare, which is still called rations as far as I know, 
to make up the difference. As well, in some families 
some or all of the cash needed to live was generated 


by part Or full-time wage labor. 


In terms of distribution, the 





cash trade goods economic sector had an ideology 
which seemed to take on features both of our society 
and the traditional native one. On. the one hand, the | 
production, that is the cash itself, was not shared 
excepre ©O purchase those trade goods necessary*toa 

fill the needs of the nuclear family, and indeed any in- 
come generated by family members surpius to these was 
apparently considered as the private property of the 
income earner to be used either to purchase on an 
individual ownership basis personal consumer items such 
asportable radios, record players, musical instruments, 
and amplifiers, for personal travel, or in some cases 


to be buried away somewhere as a useless thing. 
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1 In Chief 

| In rare instances, surplus money was lent (of course 

,| at no interest) to close relatives, but it was never 

1 Shared. On the other hand, however, traditional trade 

.| goods, and especially food items, although now purchase 

| with money rather than furs, were treated like bush 

| rescurces and formed a significant part of the recipro- 

: city system of distribution. 

Finally, it 12s important to 
7 point out that the movement into town also had a profound 
au effect on mobility and travel. While it is true that | 
i; in the fur trade period women and children remained aa 
13| ed at fish lake encampments throughout the winter, : 
a, they did travel extensively in summer. Now, however, 

i | aside from brief trips in the summertime, the women | 
Le | remained rooted throughout the year at the townsites. | 
a | Here they xsesided tnitraliy in heuses that had origin= | 
iu ally been intended only for summer use, and later in some 
19 | cases, in government-built dwellings. - Further, with 
a the winter round for the men had reversed itself in tha 
2 rather than venturing from the bush into town a few 
22 | times during the season to obtain trade goods, they now 
2 travelled from town to the bush a few times a year to 
oA | obtain bush supplies. Finally, the younger children 
ae remained in the local communities for the whole year an 
36 | then as they grew older went on to the major centres 
a to, continue their education. Thus they often never 

| experienced living throughout the winter in the bush 


environment. 


9 | In sum, then, I am suggesting 
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that the collapse of the fur trade and the concomitant 
rise of governmen tal intervention in the economic 

and social life of the people in the region did not 
produce a qualitative shift in the focus of the native 
economy away from its reliance on both local subsistenc 
and the use of trade goods, though it is clear that 

in more recent years use of the latter has become of 


increasing importance. 


9 
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Rushiorehn, Ritter, Asch. 
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However, it would seem that 
im the past thirty years, Chat the past thirty years 
has been an era of marked change in the internal 
Organization of the economy in that production and 
circulation spheres of the bush subsistence and cash 
trade good subsistence became virtually independent 
of each other, thus creating what is known as a dual 
economy. As well, government policies introducecl 


oy 


during the past (thirty years have themselves created 


fundamental changes inthose aspects of economic organizd- 


tion pertaining to the size and composition of the self 
sufficient economic units, mobility and travel and 
perhaps most importantly, contact with the bush on the 
part of the younger generation. 

Finally, tc 1s clear that the 
contemporary native economy has not solved the problem 
of dependency on external agencies characteristic of 
the fur trade economic adaptation. Indeed, I think 
all would agree that the problem has only deepened 
and become more obvious as direct government payments 
have replaced productive labor as the main resource 
for obtaining trade goods; payments which are seen by 
most people, native and non-native as hand-outs to the 
poverty stricken. 

At the Outsec.o. thie section, 
I stated that my purpose was to develop a general 
historical framework within which to assess the impact 
of the proposed gas pipeline and attendent development. 


This framework, I asserted, would suggest that the 


post-contact economic history of the region is dominated 
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1] eet theme, che exchange On the part of the’ native 

2 | people of immediate material well-being in return for 

31 long-term economic dependency on external forces. 

summary | 

4 Through a brief/of my research into the economic 

> | DiStOryvEOL Ene req lonee- 7 this, te changed slighty 

6 fh LOM, VOun) CExt, == I have shown that the pre-contact 
7 e conomy was total with respect to production and dis- 

3 tribution. I then showed that this totality was not 

9 | broken by the fur trade until after 1870 when, with | 
10 | modernization, subsistence levels were raised eee out 

| through 

| Ly, the introduction of new goods in large quantities 
12) I then suggest that the 
13 | acceptance of these goods by the Dene led to the | 
14) creation of the problem of dependency on outside wii 
15 speci iicaiiy, the world price OF furs. | 
16 | Tethen gO back cOemy a> 2 then | 
17 | prove the importance of this dependencyby showing it | 
oT was indeed the change in exchanged values of furs. 





would be the trade goods for which they were 






exchenged that led tothe collapse of the fur trade 





| 
= economy after the second World War. 
| Finally, I provided evidence 





ZS to show that the scene of economic dependency in 

24 | return for immediate material well-being has continued 
25 | and indeed has been deepened and made more visible by 
Ze the intervention of the government directly into the 

27 | economic and social life of the people. | 
28 | In short, I believe that the 

29 | 


| evidence I have presented in this section clearly 


supports my contentions concerning the general course of 
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ti Chien 
1} post-contact economic history of the region. Below, 
21 I will use this finding along with my assessment of 
3 | the contemporary social, economic, and political 
a] Situation among native people of the region to evaluate! 
5 the potential economire and social impact of “the pro- | 
6 posed gas pipeline. Let me conclude this section | 
7| by stating simply that while I will develop this 
3 argument more fully Vater; 1t Ws ‘obvious that om the | 
a most basic level this development, at least in its pro-. 
19 | posed form really represents a further elaboration on 
11] the theme of immediate material survival for long-term 
12 | dependency, only this time, the changes being considere 
13 | appear to be on such a massive scale that they will | 
14 | inevitably produce a major re-orientation of the native! 
15 | economy away from the self-sufficient bush subsistence | 
16) sector and towards an ever increasing dependence on | 
Ly) the externally controlled trade good sector for survival. 
a 
19 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, well | 
20 let's pause for five minutes and stretch our legs and | 
| | 
a” then you can resume. | 
22 | A Thank you. 
ao | (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR A FEW MINUTES) 
aa | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 
25. WITNESS ASCH: A few changes 
26 | in the next page, so when they come, you'll just have 
27 | £0 bear with me. “My writing style kind of fell apart 
28 somewhere around here, got it back together in another 
23 | three or four pages. 
30 | 


t Now, to the contemporary 
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| 
| 
cultural context. Let me begin with the findings | 
regarding economic and social problems in the north 
todayas reported by ‘the: industry "sponsored studies’. 
These are set out in their most complete form in the | 


Gem niNorthtstudy tand story the sake «of ‘brevity 22 


will limit my outline to these. 


Specifically, the Gemini North 
report suggests that there are nine major problem 
areas facing northerners today. These are: 1. alcohol 


abuse; 2. poor housing; 3. high welfare; 4. health re- 





lated problems; 5. poor educational opportunities; 

6. increasing crime rates; 7. social stress and tension 
as related particularly to the rise of racism; 8. | 
native land claims settlement; and, 9. poor recreationa 
facilities. | 
Thicst . sawherewie dist er slightly. 


On the basis of my own research, I can concur that all 





but one of these problems they outline, the land 

claims settlment is the exception, exist and indeed 

can be matched by at least as many others. Yet, what 

is unmentioned in these reports is that these problems 
are really surface manifestations of a pattern which 

has arisen out of the relationship between native people 
and external agents, both governmental and business 
during the past 20 years. In fine, this relationship 


can be described asoa massive intrusion of southern 
| 
| 


Canadian institutions, values and powerful personnel | 
into the ongoing social and economic processes of native| 


society. 





As’ a result; many traditional 
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Dene institutions and values have been put under 
tremendous strain. It is this strain which generates 
tne Sur tace ,proplens.. Ingthis.section, I willeillustrate 


( 


this conclusion by use of four examples of the kinds 





of externally caused problems native people face 
and the kinds of strains these place on traditional 
institutions and values. The first two I will discuss, | 


education and welfare, use the same labels as the 





industry sponsored studies, yet present very different 


analyses. 


| 
| 
The latter two, wage employmen 
and governmental insensitivity are not really mentioned 
as problems in the other studies. Indeed, wage employ- 
ment is seen in their studies as a solution. 

I will then conclude this 
section with some remarks concerning how native people 
today are working to solve the problems: we have 
oresented them, both on a local and a territorial 
wide level, an aspect of the contemporary situation 


conspicuously missing in the industry sponsored reports. 


Education then comes next. 





T aon’ t know exactly, where it ais.in here. Education | 
COMeSsS Next. anyway... 

Regarding education I wish 
to. discuss three problems... The first concerns the 
abrupt change in the enculturation process brought 
on, bythe gaact Of schooling... . Rrior tothe insistence on 
formal education, parents and other members of the 
local group were given the primary responsibility for 


the education of the young. That is, native people were 
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virtually independent in terms of education. Now, however, 


for a good portion of the day, the children are given 
over to strangers, members of an alien culture, to be 
taught strange ways in a strange manner. Furthermore, 


in all cases, at least as far as Fort Wrigley is 





concerned, the strangers were chosen without the | 
consent or even the input of the local people. | 
This leads to a second social | 
problem, the sensitivity or lack thereof of the 
teachers to the native situation. To begin with, 
no teacher, regardless of how empathetic, is given the 
kind of training necessary to begin to see native pro- 
blems from a native point of view. Furthermore, 
the social structure of the small communities divides 
Social life on the basis ©f race and makes it virtually | 
impossible for teachers to integrate into the native so- 


ciety without rejecting the white one. 





Thus, contact with native 
people is often restricted to the school day itself after 
which the teachers return to the white society and the 
Indian child returns to the native one. As well, the 
isolation, the social tensions, and other factors appar- 
ently often lead teachers to remain only a minimum lengt 
of time in the isolated communities. Indeed, as far as 
Fort Wrigley is concerned, since 1969 there have been 
four completely new sets of teachers. With each new 
set, come differences in teaching style and even program 
Content, thus creating additional confusion for * the 
child and making it exceedingly difficult for him to 


meet teacherexpectations. 
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A final aspect of the problems| 
facing the people with respect to education [I wish to 
mention here regards the school curriculum itself. It 
is true that the sSituationhas improved somewhat from 
the period when the Alberta school curriculum was used. 
Indeed, today, children are ers about their | 


| 
traditional culture as well as about contemporary south+ 
| 


ern Canadian life. Nonetheless, information about | 
at least one important aspect of their lives, their 
recent history, appears to be lacking both at the 
elementary school level and if my interviews with 
northern natives now attending the University of 


Alberta are representative, among recent high school 


graduates as well. 


Finally, despite all the 


talk about respect for native culture and courses 


! 


concerning traditional crafts, it would appear that the 





elementary school curriculum itself, at least insofar 
as my edition of the guide is concerned, stresses to 
social studies teachers the position that native cultur 
1s (Of the past and is today, dead or dying and that 
the children must learn that change is inevitable 
ena treat ste, Should adapt. Ole. “Or, “putting 16 ein 
their own words: 
"The north is experiencing increasingly rapid 
change . Clearly, the learning program must do 
everything within its power to prepare people for 
change. In this sense, the future orientation 
of the curriculum is of prime concern. Children cah 


inquire into the past as well°as the present, but 
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the overall objective must be in terms of using 


this intormation to try and predict what might. be. 


There are many other problems 


| 
| 


associated with the way in which education is organized 


UU 





including the school year and the question of ey 


school attendance, an issue which is of great importanc 


\ 


i] 
| 


today as it is still being used to force children from 
the bush and back to the classroom, although 1 don"t 


know how generally that is the case. 


T would now like to turn to 


| 
another problem area, welfare. As I see it, the 
problem of welfare is not limited to the amount or 
pervasiveness of the payments themselves. Rather, | 
it is importantly connected to the very form in which | 
they are given, that is, to individual families. As | 
IT pointed out above, the traditional distribution | 
system ensured that there was little wealth aifferentia+ 
tion. This, as well, is true of the distribution syste 


today related to the bush subsistence sector of the 


economy. 
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On the other hand, the 
introduction of welfare payments in their present 
form has created the individualization of poverty and 
has helped to relieve the community of the traditional 


| 
| 
responsibility to help one another. This then. has 
led to the undermining of the values of collective 


responsibility which are part of the reciprocal economy | 
and has subtly led to the forced acceptance of the 
value of individual responsibility which is characteristi 
of our economy. In this sense, then, welfare represents 
a social intrusion that goes far beyond the mere 


question of dollars and cents for it, like education, 


creates a perfidious influence on the native people 





to change their values. | 
The third problem area, | 

wage labour, is closely related to the question of | 

welfare. The introduction of permanent wage employment | 

fer ,only .a7;small ‘minority «of speoeplewinethe 1950s could | 

have undermined the traditional value of economic aa 

by -creating jayclass,of «rich andipoor..-Hewever, during 

the 50's and early 60's at least in Fort Wrigley, there 

was little temptation to spend large amounts of money 

as luxury consumer items were rather scarce. As well, 

as the-jobs went to-responsible family «heads, «the excess | 

money was often used for socially useful activities such 


as. supporting Ghibdren attending schools)an other 


communities, or was not used at all. 
However, with the rapid 
development of the north in recent years and the 


concommitant rise in cthe saniount:cof: consumer tems 
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available, this situation has changed. Now, there 
are many well-paying seasonal jobs especially in oil 
and gas exploration. Given the nature of these jobs, 
virtually all go to young men and at least in the 


case of Fort Wrigley, overwhelmingly to unmarried 





ones. Thus, wealth, in terms of purchasing power 
has become concentrated in the hands of those with the | 
fewest economic responsibilities. As a result, much of 


this income is expended on personal luxury items or 





on socially useless activities such as drinking parties.| 
Indeed, it would appear to me to some extent that the 
problem of alcohol abuse itself may in part be | 
generated by the excesses generated through wage ince 
im ,addition,,..the.fact | 
that payment goes to individuals has helped to create 
a distinction between the rich young, who work for wages: 
and the seemingly poor young who collect bush resources | 
for the family. And yet, given the ways in which most | 
wage-venerated income is spent, it is clearly the | 
Beer seo es, wh ichwre. socially more useful, both, °| 
to the individual family and to the community as a hotel 
in. Ssnork.,.whatk 1 ani 
Seyvind ol sisehat ia.boday’ Ss. icincumstances wage.labour 
aS 1Ohtens hee syiOc yay SO Luton, than »1-4)41S,.a,problem, == 
despite what the industry-sponsored studies say -- 
fo ionisehe one handset US acting, as, a,ssubtle influence 
to change values away from mutual sharing and towards 


Hid Puatebestroc: ones anc. om the other it is concentrating 


wealth in the hands of those who are least capable or 
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same time, helping to undermine the respect for 
others who perform socially more valuable labour such 
esrthatmanvolvedhanabush, collection. 

The last area of 

| externally caused problems concerns the effects of 


7 I have 


what’ labelled government insensitivity. There are many 


| 
| | 
| examples of this. Some, the people of Wrigley have | 
| . | 
| already told you. They include promises made prior 

| to their move concerning. among other things, housing, 
apparently now says either were never made or could not 


| water and wood delivery: promises which the government 
| 
| 
| 


have been kept even if a government representative 


made them on behalf of his employer. As well, there 





) is the Cominco situation where the government asked the 


Wrigley people to express their feelings about the 





development and then proceeded to grant a permit over 


their objections. And there was the Mackenzie Highway | 


which the people of Wrigley thought they had stopped only 


| 
| 
| 
| to~ediscover that mt wilbsnowvendvat*Wrigley ==*the 

: very circumstance they thought they had avoided by their 


agreement with the government: a circumstance I might 





add iwhich “was rderived?’from theirvown “soc ral vand 


economic impact study of the effects of the road ending | 


to 
WwW 


ae thetineighbouring icommuniity cof Fort Sumpson. 'iPinally, 


there is one recent decision that perhaps has not been 


publicized). eihticeoncerms rkhe qranting fof vam ‘air "sked 





licence to a firm which will provide service between 


PortalSampson and FortiiWwragiey. | 
| 


| 
| As I understand it, there was another applicant 
| | 
| 


who had agreed to run a service between Fort Simpson, 
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Fort Wrigley, and Fort Norman. The people of Wrigley 
have as many relatives in Fort Norman as they do in 

Fort Simpson. Therefore, I am sure that they would have 
favoured this route for now they have to either charter 
a plane to get to Fort Norman or else fly a circuitous 
route from Fort Wrigley piecuan Fort Simpson, Yellowknif 
and Norman Wells. Yet, this service was turned down. 

i "do, not’ know why. Yet, one would think ‘thet a 


reasonable and responsible government could have 


ensured that ear travel te a neighbouring community 
would exist. Certainly, this would happen in the south. 


a these examples show, it is impossible for 


rots 


ee people to be sure that the government has their 
best interests in mind and this, itself, is a problem 
they must deal with. | 

Inesnoce, Le does not 
take long to discover the common theme which connects | 
all of these problems: it is, as I said above, that 
they are all in large measure the result of the 


InGeuScion Of SOUTNerNn Institutions and values into the 





ongoing processes of native life. In other words, 
southern domination of the contemporary situation 
is itself in large measure responsible for the creation 
of most of the problems native people are now facing. 
AS a result Of this 
social and economic domination, native people in the 
last 20 years have been under ever increasing pressure 
to abandon their traditional way of life and replace 


Lt with institutions and values. like ours. Yet; despite 


our conscious and unconscious efforts to effect this 


end, this process has not been completely successful and, 
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indeed, many aspects of the traditional way of life 
survive and even flourish. Nonetheless the pressure 
cannot be discounted. However, it is being resisted 
in the sense that native people are not succumbing 
but are rather working to solve these problems which 
face them and regain control over their lives. 


This response as Father | 


Fumoleau points out, dates back at least as far as 





the ,Liust imtrusion of mative jntouwnative political 
autonomy at the time of the so-called treaty signings. | 
However, it has only been in recent years with the 
rise of territorial wide political organizations such 
as the Indian Brotherhood of the Northwest Territories 
and the Metis Association that the response has 


generated political power. This culminated in the | 





Land Claim and the Dene Declaration through which it 


| 
\ 


| 


is hoped the native people will be able to regain contro 


i 
Gi their .economic, /political vand -socval, institutions. 
Now,..Chis,.1S ;again ssl i.0ntly, ichanged in wording so -—- 
Thus, in my mind, the Land Claim is not a problem as | 
the industry-sponsored study suggest but rather as an | 
ateenpr. £6, Lind 4. solution to, a range .ot problems: 

Et HS) CONC bu » most 
Significant to note that among the. .strongest. supporters 
of the Land Claim are the young and well-educated: the 


very individuals the industry-sponsored studies 


suggest are the most alienated from the traditional 


way of life and ithe most. willing, to,.embnace, the 


western one. 





Yet, in reading the 
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testimony at the community hearings and in talking aa 
the young people of Fort Wrigley myself, I find an | 
overwhelming majority do not want to abandon their | 
traditional life style and see the land claim settlement 
as a way to protect themselves in future from what has | 
happened to their society without such protection in 


the past. Thus, the most important point is that they 


are not sitting around waiting for us to solve their 





proklems for them but rather have arrived at a proposed 
direction for a solution themselves. The question is 
whether or not, we will allow them to take that path 
and let them make it work. 

On a local level, I 
would like to mention that the adoption of a Co-op in 
Fort Wrigley has also been an attempt to seek a 
solution to some of their problems. The Co-op is 


run by a board of directors composed entirely of native 





people. It is operated in such a way that many jobs 
are provided on a part-time basis and preference is 


often given to heads of families. 


This organization of 


| 
course, provides equity in the distribution of income, 
ensures that money goes to responsible individuals and | 


enables people to spend time pursuing bush collection 





activities. it as, to say the Least, a more appropriate 
form of wage employment than that used by the business 


community. It further shows that where local people 


have some control over the internal organization 
of economic institutions they can make them run in 
such a way as to maintain traditional values such as 


mutual sharing even in the cash sector of the economy. 
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There are as well 





Other examples of the people of Fort Wrigley working 
to solve their problems. These range from the 

collective resistance to the road development to the 
formation of community-wide organizations such as the 


health and the women's committees. 





To summarize this section 
then, I began by outlining the industry-sponsored report 
concerning the social and economic problems facing 
northerners. I then went on to discuss some of the 
social and economic problems my research has uncovered. 
I then concluded by showing that rather than an 
apathetic response to the obviously serious conditions 


native people face today, native people have been 


working hard to try to provide solutions to these 





problems by themselves. | 


Hopefully, the ineortarcon 
| 
I have provided thus far has filled in some of the | 
Missing Hhastoeorical and cultural factors that differentiate 
northern natives from the southern Canadian poor. I - 
now like to use this information in order to evaluate | 
the potential social and economic dmpact of the gas 
pipeline and attendant development on the northern 
native people and then go on to make specific recommenda 
tions £O you concerning conditions J. feel are necessary | 


before a permit to construct this pipeline is granted. 


While I will detail this 


to you below, my recommendation is essentially this: 
I believe that the only effective way to minimize the 


potential negative economic and social impact of the 
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gas pipeline on northern natives and to ensure at the 
same time the best chances for it to make a positive 
impact is to make the question of granting a permit 
conditional on a guarantee that native people control 
the decision as to whether or not a pipeline goes 


ahead, the pace and direction of development and the 


internal organizational form it will take in the 


region. The proper instrument for this would be a 
land settlement which will give the Dene control 
over their economic, social and political institutions. 
I realize that this 
recommendation runs counter to those presented in the 
industry-sponsored studies. Therefore, I think it best | 
if I begin my argument with a critique of their findings 
ey ee . 
and recommendations. This will’ lead to a discussion 


concerning the necessity of the type of solution I 


have recommended. 





The industry-sponsored 


studies come to two primary conclusions regarding 


the social and economic problems and solutions. These 
are: 
a That the traditional economy of northern 


Matitves including such activities as hunting 
fishing and trapping are becoming of little 
economic importance and are today only part- 
time activities among young people and 

pms That the region today is characterized by 
high unemployment and under-employment which 


the pipeline will solve by providing jobs 





and in doing so, help to alleviate other | 


problems facing northerners such as poor housing , 
poor health care facilities and so on. | 
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Therefore they all conclude 
that the gas pipeline and attendant development will 
have an Overall positive impact, and limit their 
recommendations to the question of ensuring that 
northern natives obtain the fullest opportunity to 
participate in this development through wage labour. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think 





page 29 is missing. Did you warn me about that? 
A No, 2 didnot, thats 


a mistake, 





THE COMMISSIONER: Have you got 
an extra of page 29° anywhere? 

A Oh, gee, you ought to 
have it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Here we are. 

MR. BELL: Those who have page 
29 may not have page 30. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just go 
ahead, carry on. Well catch up. It’s on the trans- 
cript and we get it tomorrow anyway. 

A That's very efficient. 


Well, t'm doing my best. 


oe That the region today is characterized by high 


unemployment and under-employment which the pipeline 


Will ‘solve by providing jobs, and in-doing so help to 
alleviate other problems facing northerners, such as 
poor housing, poor health. care facilities and so on, 
Therefore they all conclude that the gas pipeline and 


its attendant development will have an overall posi- | 


tive impact and limit their recommendations to the 
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question of ensuring that northern natives obtain the 
fullest opportunity to participate in this development 
through wage labcr. 

My critique will be as follows 
If their analysis of the contemporary situation were 


correct, then perhaps the recommendations would make 


some sense. However, inasmuch as they are incorrect 


in many important respects, their recommendationsmust | 





be rejected as inappropriate responses to the realities 


of the true situation. I will begin’ my critique with a 


tional economy. Their analysis of it can be divided 
into two major aspects: 
(1) That hunting and trapping as a way of life is 


| 
discussion of their conclusions regarding the tradi- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; | 
dying in that the number of northern natives pursuing it! 


on a full-time basis is very small and likely to | 
| 
decrease,while the number of part-time hunter trapoers, | 
especially among the young, is on the increase, for 
an example of that see Gemini North Volume 5 or 6 I 


guess that must be No. 6, page 412. 


(2) That the economic value of bush collection acti= 
vities are now of greatly diminished significance and 
that the primary value of ‘these ‘activities ‘concerns | 
the “intangible aspect of “social and cultural values”. | 
GSncerning thew ri rst point, 
Erde "TOU GleopuTre tue tact that there has been a decline | 
in. the absolute numbers of full=—time hunter-trappers 
in the Fort Wrigley region, and “a Concomitant rise’ in 


fie nunber OL Ppart=time Hunters—trappers ’ However, I 


strongly object to Gemini North and others' contentions 
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AGG, aumuer;, KRushfor th 
Paeceh 1s 
that the reason-for this decline are purely voluntary 
in nature. For example, Gemini North suggests, 
"Given a choice between the uncertainties 
and risks associated with traditional 
activities,(the fish didn't run, the rabbits 
didn't come) and the greater security of in- 
come from wage employment, younger members 
of the working age population are opting 
for.the latter. ™ 
The facts, of course, as my 
discussion above demonstrates, are quite different. 
First of all there have been and still are important 
coercive elements involved here. These, to remind you, 
include the collapse of the fur trade which forced 


people to seek other sources of cash income; the loca- 


tion of schools in places far removed from bush collec- 


tion centres; an education system that undervalued 
until recently tradi tiona] pursmits an its .curriculum 
and sets its school term in such a wavy as to deny young 
people the opportunityto spend winters in the bush to 
learn about hunting-trapping, and the introduction of 
exploration jobs that are extremely well-paid which 
help to skew the choice of young males away from bush 
pursuits, out of which little disposal income is 
derived, and towards high-paying wage labor which 
provades large excesses. 

Secondly, I believa it is 
incorrect to consider that there has been a decline 
in hunting activities merely because people are now 


"Dart-time"hunter-trappers. In fact as I have shown 
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Since at least the latter.part of the 19th century 

the native economy has consisted of two sectors: 

the bush resource subsistence one and the cash trade 
goods one. The demise of furs as the medium of ex- 
change in the cash trade good sector has created a 
need to substitute other forms of generating cash, in- 
cluding wage labor. Yet as far as my own research at 


Fort Wrigley is concerned, I do not believe that this 





has resulted in a very marked decrease in the amount 

©CLGDUREAN Ge actaNnLey 
Hanally, Iywould- argue that 

the uncertainty described in the Gemini North Report 

us not in the bush sectonmsthat dit; isonot primarily | 

related to rabbits, big game, fish and other subsistence 


resources, rather it is related to the relationship 
between fur prices and commodity prices, something | 


{ 
} 


that they never tested. In short, I amsuggesting that 





under present economic conditions of uncertainty in the 
price of fur, and the very inflated price of trade goods, 
it would be foolhardy to assume that fur income alone | 
could austain one's trade good needs. Therefore under 
these conditions native people would be willing to 
accept wage employment. However, should the economic 
situation change so that,,for example fur prices re- 
mained very high and wage labor rates began to fall 
off, Wd. ibedteve that many natives: would..ceturn to 
full-time hunting-trapping. 

Turning now to the second 


aspect, if it were indeed true that the economic 





value of traditional bush collection activities were 


decreasing, then itmght be possible to argue that 
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Asch, Ritter, Rushforth 
tiny Chiek® 


the old ways are dying. Yet of all the claims made 
_ Sponsored 
by the industry’ studies, this is the most groundless. 


| 
| 


i really think that Scott Rushforth"s study has indicated| 


substance to my assertion here. Others on this panel 
and on other panels will demonstrate with hard data, 
the continuing importance of bush resources to native 
subsistence. I, as well, can state that on the basis 
of my experience at Fort Wrigley during the winter of 
1969-70, there are important subsistence sources there 
too. However, what is most telling is that their own 
data, when interpreted properly, also helps to prove 
my contention and actually disproves theirs. 

Why is this so? The central 
issue revolves around the question of value. Gemini 
North Ltd. computes the value of big game resources in 
terms of cash equivalents. For example, they suggest 
Ena the value Of Caribou in’) 1971-72 was 60¢ a pound. 
This value is defined as "the exchange or resale price 
in the communities". Now such a method o computing 
value might be valid if the hunters were entrepreneurs 
who killed game in order to resell it at a profit. 

Bue Or course this te not the case. Rather, hunters 
hunt to fulfill certain subsistence needs of their 
families. Only buen eescurces Surplus to these needs 
are exchanged or given away to close relatives. This 
fact means that the prices quoted by Gemini North do 
not represeht a market or exchange value. Rather they 
can best be considered as a monetary symbol of the 
reciprocity system Of distribution. Hence their use 


as representations of value is patently false. 
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If, however, we examine the 
animal harvest not from the point of view of resale 
value but just in terms of quantity, a more valid 
impression of value can be drawn. Take for example 
the- value Of fish an Fort Wrigley in. 1972. According 
to Gemini North Ltd. , the combined Fort Wrigley fish 


catch was 2,500 pounds. This was valued at 30¢ a pound | 





for a total value, according to them of S750. Now fish 


as you well know, is a primary nutritional source both 


ror humans and dogs. Considered in that Jight,. 2/500 


pounds of fish could well represent the major portion 
of the winter dog food requirements of the native 
people of Fort Wrigly or might represent a major 
portion of their human food intake. Is there any 
way that $750 could accomplish the same end? The 
answer is of course'"No". Therefore their methods of 


computation greatly underestimate the use value of 





bush resources to native people and as such are grossly 
in Grroxr. 

What also disturbs me 
greatly is that Gemini North Ltd. go on to use this 
incorrect analysis to ascertain the value of bush re- 
sources within the total economy of the native people. 
This value they describe, on page 58, Sf Volume 4, I 
guess at is) Volume 6 I guess it is, ranges from zero 
at Norman Wells to a high of 50% at Fort Good Hope. 


Even at Wrigley, which they describe as a traditional 


community, the value of bush resource collection to 
the total economy amounts only to 292; whereas at Forr 


Simpson, a community supposedly in transition, the valu 
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i iel eaeilii pech Reuter, “Rushrorth | 
In Chief | 
7 is a mere 5%. ie cus L.rom this intormation that 
2 they make the claim that the old ways are dying. 
e 
5 Theve: are two: thangs) wrong 
A waisthh tha sirme thod) of revaluation, Lhe wfllysti is: the’ error | 
-| in computing the value of bush resources which, as I 
= have stated above, grossly underestimates their use ae 
| ue to native people. The second is that the study | 
. compares the value obtained for bush resources against | 
5 | a value described as total estimated income. Now while | 
he they do not detail whose income is included in this 
a latter tiigure i wais clear from ithe contextiethat) lit | 
= includes incomes of both whites and natives in a | 
e) community. That is,it is the total estimated income 
| for the whole community. Thus, for example, Suu igeless | 
a with large white populations and major governmental | 
16 | and/or business infrastnuctures,have very high estimated 
Het total Gmnicomes ssuch ias'*s7',.4007000 sfor cInuvikrvandies23 | 
all million for Yellowknife, whereas communities with very | 
A Small white populations, such as Nahanni Butte and 
i Trout Lake, have very low estimated incomes (56,000 | 
x | forcthe formes andl, 0G0 Sfor ithe latter)! 
| This means, of course that 
nl they are comparing the undervalued bush resource | 
a Séctor .o bi theveconomy) “which tis ™virtually "all native, | 
35 | with the economies of all residents in a community, 
ae native and white. But this is like comparing apples 
27 | anavouvanges st Noewhivesthint fortaSlinging, therefore | 
A they cannot contribute to the bush resource collection | 
ih figure; and all whites have high-paying jobs, Hherctorell 


they inevitably inflate the estimated total income figures. 
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inMitach: pas “Law Titshow you 
here, if you ignore this inappropriate method of com- 
parison and make a proper one, you will discover that 
bush resource collection, according to their own | 
data, is not dying in the larger centres. Take for 
example a comparison of Fort Simpson and Fort Wrigley 
data on Chart 4.1. Now if we use the data as evalua- 


ted by Gemini North, the bush resource share of the 





income for Fort Wrigley residents is 19%, while that 
of Fort Simpson as I said above, is 5%. Seemingly quit 
a dramatic difference, and one which would seem to 


FORE 
bolster their claim that‘Wrigley is more traditional 
than Fort Simpson. 


ifon ene Other and we 


Page” a ee eee are See an) Be 


concentrate only on a comparison of figures on total | 
bush resources collected, another picture emerges. 
According to the Gemini North figures we find that 

the people of Fort Simpson had an income of $92,364 | 
generated from bush resources, whereas those of Fort 
Wrigley had an income of $24,130. Now, if we ignore 
the question of whether these figures represent true 
value, we know from the discussion above that they 


ago Nou, but concern ourselves only with the relationship 





between them -- this is proper, of course, in that we 
| 
, the same | 
assume that’ errors were made in both cases -- we 


discover that thé figure for Fort Simpson is roughly | 

| 
four times that for Fort Wrigley. Further, if we com- | 
pare the size of the native populations of both 


communities,(they are after all the only ones engaged | 


in signiticant levels of bush collection activities) ; 
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we discover that Fort Simpson at the time had a 
population of approximately 650 native people or about 
four times that of the native population Oem 
Wrigley. Hence it would appear that their’figures show 
that the natives in both communities when taken as a 
whole, participate to about the same extent in bush | 
resource collection activities. In other words, the | 
bush resource sector of the economy of the Fort een 
natives, a group which had supposedly abandoned most 
bush collection activities, is just as high as ina 


community which Gemini North concedes is more tradi- 


tional. 
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In short, as I said above, 
| 

if you discount the errors of Gemini’ North's analysis 
and re-analyze their data using proper methodology, 
1 
their data actually helps to deny their contention that, 
the traditional economy is dying and in fact supports | 
the contention propounded here by myself and others 


that 1t as stall of economic significance’ in native 


ommunities both large and small. 
a | 

Now, I have’section here, | 
| 


a paragraph here which I would -- I'm looking at it 
now. I think I've made my point and I really don't 
want to -- I really would not like to have that in-- 
necessarily read into the record. I would stand behind 
tt, butt think its a Little bm prejyorative so iI‘m-=— 
THE COMMISSIONER: This is the | 


second paragraph on page 34? 





at 
Steno. bening 7, ~ dont think ae e anaccurate but 


A Yoo. 
0 This. paragraph. | 
A Yes. 
0 "Before I go on with | 
my evaluation"? | 
A Yes. If mean, you know | 
| 


L dom © think @t's necessary. I think I proved. my 
een bayer 

O Well, I was reading 
gHeanpoe You andck*ve read ‘that but. 1° il = 

MES STHEEVES?: Car 1 can 
cross-examine you on it? 


i Suvrem Thats tine, you | 
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know, I don © want to == you know, I'm not after any 
individual’ =- ~ 

THE COMMISSIONER: 

O Novno, Lethink=vou re 
simply =-- 

A I mean I made my point. 

0 ,-- feel that you've made 


the point and why hammer -- 


A Rights 
O -=- us into the ground. 
A RIGHt . 


QO RIgntc. 

A Phank you." f*wai.l “now 
turn my attention to a brief examination of the 
second conclusion which concerns the question of 


employment. There are three aspects to their findings 


here. These are: 


1. That the region today is 


characterized by high unemployment and underemployment 
and that this indicates a high level of poverty. 

2. That the pipeline and 
attendant development is a solution to this problem 
in that it will provide employment. 

2) Wate by  provrdsng 
employment, the pipeline and attendant development will 
help in solving other problems such as health care 


facilities, racial tensions and housing. 


Sorry, i need“to*take*a breath. 


concerning the first’ point; I- have’ no "doubt thatthe 


region can considered as having a high level of unemploy 
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not 
measurement but this does’mean as it might in the south 


| 
| 





that the native people are therefore poor and in great 
need of jobs. It must be clear by now that cash 
S 


income accounts only for a portion of the total 





economy of native people, and thus they,unlike the 
stereotypic southern Canadian poor, may have little 


portion | 
cash but still not be impoveritsehedipsom a large (of thein| 


| 
subsistence comes from bush resources. | 

In short, while I do not | 
doubt figures such as Van Ginkle's estimate that in | 
1972 the average per capita income for Indians in the 
Northwest-Territorities was $667, I strongly challenge 


t he conclusion drawn from it that, as Van Ginkle 





suggests: 


i] 


-.. it becomes apparent that the current circum- | 

Stance. for native people is generally one of un- | 
and | 

employment, underutilization, lack of options and 


opportunity and endemic poverty." 


| 

| 

Nothing could be further from the atmuth. | 

The second conclusion, namely | 

| 

that the pipeline will help solve problems by providing | 
jobs, is strongly dependent upon the validity of the 


be 
first and -chenefore,) should’ considered somewhat 


out, employment itself may not be the unmitigated 


skeptically. Furthermore, as I have already pointed 
blessing that the other studies seem to feel it is, | 
for, given the contempoarary methods of obtaining ees 
we find that: | 


| 
1. Work generally goes to young 


unmarried men with the fewest economic responsibilities 
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and not family heads. 





Oe GAOMAJON POEtEOnLOL the 
income generated by employment is often dispensed on 


socially useless activities such as drinking parties 


and in this way helps to contribute to the problem of 


alcohol abuse, and, | 


. DeBecausesof athe artii£iciatly 





high wages paid, employment in development activities | 
helps to undermine the value of labor used for socially! 
useful work such as bush collection activities but | 
| 
which do not produce disposable income. | 
In short, I remain Noon wean 
that, as Van Ginkle and others suggest: 
"Jobs and income are needed if the unsatisfactory | 
circumstances of the people are to improve." | 
Employment on a large scale envisaged by the industry 
sponsored studies may well, in fact, create at least 
as many problems as it solves. 
That this is the case can 
perhaps also be seen from a close examination of their | 


thard | 
‘conclusion, that unemployment may well help to solve 





some ofthe other social and economic problems facing | 
northernnatives. Since their argument here is a bit 
more complex, let me begin by briefly summarizing their 
findings. I will limit myself to two illustrations, 
racial tension and housing as described by the primary 
exponent of this position , Gemini North Limited. 


1. Housing. Gemini North 


Limited suggests that: 





"A critical shortage of housing presently exists 
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in the study region and that a significant pro- 
portion of the housing stock is classified as 
being OU rpoer or fair’ quality." 

According to them, employment and pipeline development 

will tead--cto better housing because: | 
"1. Federal Governmen”. policy objectives insist 
that northern natives be employed and that eae an 
employees of the proposed pipeline be supplied 
with the same standard of housing and other 
benefits as are supplied to employees imported 
from southern Canada". 


and 


"2. Provision of adequate housing is a prime 


factor in attracting northerners, white and native, 


to employment opportunities and retaining them on | 





the job.” 


But, they suggest, this will only happen if suitable | 
precautions which they outline, are taken. In general, | 
these attempts to ensure that native employees are gives 
an adequate opportunity to obtain housing. If this | 
does not happen, «they argue, the pipeline could indirec+ 
tly deepen the housing crisis and widen existing 


Cisparities in housing available to different ethnic 


Groups, 





2. Racial tensions. Here, 
Gemini North suggests that relations between whites 
and natives have deteriorated under the impact of 
development until recent years. They go on to suggest 
that racial conflict will continue to increase under 


the impact of development: 
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Mutt 1. "such. ttame as valid «ethnic igroupsxcan share 
in the benefits associated with it." 
The pipeline, they contend, can contribute: 


",..to improved relationships between northerners 





by helping to reduce existing social and economic 
disparities between Saihic groups resident in the 
region." 
The problem with their 
analyses of both housing and racial tension is simple. 
those 
The pipeline will benefit only’who are employed by 
Les Townersis ceOthers of course fewill nots Thus; the 
problems that they lay out as being solved through 


employment on the pipeline can be overcome by means of | 


their solution only if every northern native is employed 
| 





by it and receives high wages and fringe benefits. 
Otherwise, their solution 

will inevitably create disparities between those native 

employed by the company who receive high salaries and 


good housing and those who are not employed. 


In tshorty WL iGemini North's 


| 
| 
" 
recommendations are followed, the pipeline may help : 
in some respects to reduce racial tensions between whites 
and natives, but it’ will by its ‘solution, create a 
problem of eaual concern, disparities between the high 


Salaried and well housed oil company employee and the 


others who may not be so well served. 

Perhaps Gemini NOrth foresees 
this as a real possiblity, for their study suggests that 
regardless of its general economic benefits: 


"The proposed pipeline and related developments 
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liner CA ghey oh 
i| are likely to contribute to rising social assis- 
| tance payments", 
I iia we, welrere., To miming, this conclusion only 
1! lends weight to the suggestion that employment generated 
. | by pipeline development may only exacerbate economic | 
a and social problems of today, for we here have the | 
on: | 
> admission that development could well lead to a conflict 
Mt between the cash rich, full-time employees of the | 
3 petroleum corporation companies and their cash poor 
| contemporaries who, although living a great deal from 
| 
11 | bush resources, may at times require governmental | 
12| assistance. 
13 | The pressure of this situation | 
14 | alone could well act as a catalyst to undermine the | 
- | Eradational economy. In short, their conclusion | 
ie | regarding welfare alone should give us pause about 
17 | the idea that large scale wage employment will be of | 
1g | unmitigated positive value to northern natives. 
nt To sum up my critique, then, 
29 | I am saying that the industry sponsored studies con- 
21 clusions regarding the contemporary economic and Pe. 
”, Situation are grossly in error in that they all under- 
3 | estimate the on-going economic value of bush resource 
24 | collection activities and geatly overestimate the 
ae positive effects of large scale employment in solving 


6 | the problems facing northermnatives. 


57 | Given that this is the case, 





g Il their recommendations speak only to guaranteeing maxi- 


2g | mum native participation in the wage economy and fail to 
| 





9 | address themselves to the most important question of the 
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Rushforth, Ritter, Asch. 
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very serious and real negative impacts large scale 
development could have on native economic and social 
life, regardless of the rate of native participation 
in the labor force. Of course, the recommendations 
do not speak to the very basic question of how native 
people can protect themselves from these consequences. 
In that this is the case, I believe that the recommendat+ 


tions of these studies must be assessed as inadequate. | 





IT have attempted in my presen- 
tation to demonstrate to you that the problems faced 
by native people today stem from two fundamental 
themes. These are: 

fk That the genesis of many 
problems for native people was the fact that BB ENS 
to them, their relationship with the fur trade in the : 
period after 1870 created an exchange in which they 


received immediate material well-being in return for 





economic dependency on outside agents, a dependency 
which became real after the collaps¢of the fur trade 
and which has been maintained through post-war 
governmental intervention. 

ow That most of ‘the problems 
facing northern natives today arise as the result 
Cf erent ntristomr Of Souter? inSstcremtrons and valmes 
into the on-going processes of Dene life, especially in | 
post-war depression years. 

As well, I have suggested ehaet 


| 


the Dene have proposed a solution to these problems in 





the form ofa and settlement, which, st 1t° follows 


the principles of the Dene Declaration, will enable the 
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Bush orgh lk thems asoh 

Ltn, “We ecizes, (3 
native people to regain control over their economic, 
social and political institutions. I agree with 
GhnLs position -for | sam, Gonvanced ithat without.such 


control, the process of intrusion will continue and 


will ultimately erode the viability of their institu- 


EI0nS 


How then does the proposed 


gas pipeline and attendant development relate to these 


concerns? Let me begin with the question of the 
dependency. 

To my mind, the proposals 
regarding this development are strikingly similar 


to the bargain proposed by the fur traders about 100 


years ago, that is, immediate material well-being in re+ 
| 
turn for long-term economic dependency. However, in one 


respect this new bargain is quite different for, pneeese 


the fur trade deal created maximum material benefit 


for native people with minimal changes in their traditign- 


al economic activities and organization, this new one 


requires as a precondition for participation, the 


acquisition of certain specialized skills necessary to 








| 





obtain employment. Furthermore, it implies another but 


more subtle change, the further erosion of the bush re-, 


source collection, sector, of. the.economy,. for. as one 
app licapt, Foothill s,Pape Line.putjatwdniats Nataonal 


Energy Board submissions: 


"Considering the risks and uncertainties associated 


with the trapping profession as opposed to income 


security inherent in wage employment, the former 


pursuit;will be less attractive, particularly to 


young native northerners." 
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In other words, as a result 
of accepting this deal, the applicants anticipate the 
further erosion of the self-sufficient bush collection 
sector of the economy in favor of even more dependence 
On the cash trade goods sector, and that the means by 
which this will be accomplished is the desire of young 
native men to have the relative "Security" of wage 
employment. 


Whether or not wage employ- 





ment is secure anywhere in Canada, given our economic 
system, is a question I will leave for another occasio 
What is of extreme concern to me here, however, is that 
there is no guarantee that employment in the petroleum 
industry will be secure in the north over a long period, 


That is just as the fur trade's viability depended 





upon the availability of furs and a high world market | 
price for them, so does the viability of petroleum | 
development depend on the availability of oil anda 
high world market price for it. But what happens, for 
example, when the resource gives out, or if we in the 
south find a cheaper source of fuel in the next 


decade or so? What happens if the world market price 





ofpetroleum products declines to a point where it is 
uneconomic to exploit and transmit northern oil and gas 
to southern markets? The answer is poo The petrol- 
eum COrpOrabions, . just. like the furytraders, before 
them, worl. pull Out. Now 2 .do not aintend this, statem at 


to imply criticism of their motives. This is the way 





our system works. Their objective is not and should not 


be to help native people, it is to sell oil and gas at 
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Poa. Apert 
a profit, Therefore’ ot course theyumus 6 tleave:a frthe 
proposition becomes uneconomic and of caurse that 
day inevitably will come. 

But what will happen to 
native northerners when this does occur? If we follow 
the history of the fur trade, the answer is known. 
There will be a general collapse in the cash trade 
goods sector of the economy. Yet if we follow the 
projections of the petroleum corporation sponsored 
studies, this collapse will be much more severe than 
that created by the fur trade dependency for they 


Suggest that within the next decade 


Nee The economy of the native people will have been 
transformed from its present situation in which there 
are two viable but independent sectors, one concerned 
with bush resource collection and the other with cash 
trade goods subsistence to one which is almost totally 
dependent upon the cash trade goods sector, and 

2; That a large segment of the native community will 
Gonsist Of a highly “trained Vabor force specializing 
in petroleum exploration and related activities, a 
group unwilling or unable to use the bush as a means 
of obtaining subsistence. 

Hence there is a very real 
possibility that should the collapse occur after the 
next decade it would be too late to recover the 
traditional economic way of life and the result would 
therefore be a transformation of northern mtive people 


into the general class of southern Canadian poor. 

































< sar ane ‘ 
© os bec itiw ser Sua at ae os 
| wolfo? sw 2T “Tityooo aosb eina nett eidrivedeiin 
| .owonkt a) iswane sdf yeienty apt odd te shen 
| shes? dees SAF ni sega tfoo Ievensp'’s ed oft overt. 
ott wollat ew tt 2sY .vmoroos edz to Toros ahoop 
bsioutbics colts oqtey qwolorrted ade tq Bkoitoetorg 

nsdt efevea som dadw od Dil iw sedefloo- sity .eslibste 


' 
| yond 207 Yonebtsqah shaud wh soy yo Bageess seit 


eoeh txea ode nifvlw say seappie Vs 

ngsd even Ilitw es{a@6ou svizéen eit Ya vnonens. snT oh | 

fiends dott mi noldsutie snsesid BI) modi “bemicisnhsz3 Py 

| bAaNTeSROD eno , eter oes JSrebreqesbil sya ards ty OWS 975 
fess dtftw yerddo sit Boe acidosifos estdeest ded Agiw 

yileyosy tsaomin 6: tm idtw sio of sotietetedye afvuoer sb62o 

5G .YOsneq ehbodp sbhsidt daas af noas tisbasaqsh 

{Iltw yvsiioviMnes avisun sit 30 Jnsmyeb ep7el & tent -8 

pmisifsigege sauce? s9del Bernini? Yin dat & Jo tzeLencs 

5 ,ssigivixos Bossier bas nolses0lgxs melosteq mi of 


aso &€ @h Mevud ef? sew oF oldsny wo eniiliwo apeorws 


sonetaledve cuftaretde to 


“3 I1s3is8 tuvso seaqsifos sA3 Bluode sen? \ott idiasoq 
ati sevooet os sel sox ‘ed. bivow #f ebsdoh dkeq 
bivow tfvess sd¥ Bas atil Io ysw 5, ee a 


) 

) 

! ry wil r) 
| e{iqoaq svisjm mishisz0on Yo not sharyOte ae sd B 8 molexsty 
| .1009 hk ths 1) risitvon’ 8c ebate’ hs 




















FST REPORTING L-TD. Pleat We a 
‘ YY si 


ha fh 


ZScoee Ritter, Rushforth 
In Chief 


In sum then, it looks to me 
that the bargain the petroleum corporations are making 
is as follows: In return for reorganizing your 
labor force to suit our needs, we wiil provide you with, 
employment for an indefinite period of time. As a 
result of our high wages, your young people may well 
Scop pursurmmd their “eradreronal "bush "collection acti= “| 
vities and therefore when we leave, as inevitably we 
must, there is a good possibility that you will be 
unable to sustain yourselves in your native land. It 
is against this type of proposition that native people 


must protect themselves. 


Yet, as the history of the 
fur trade shows, merely being participants in this 
development will not accomplish this end. What is | 
necessary is that native people have effective control | 
Over northern development for only then can they decide | 
which developments are in their own interests and pro- 
vide safeguards to ensure that those aspects of their 
traditional economy, including bush resource collection 
activities, they wish to remain viable. A land settle- 
ment should it follow the principles of the Dene 
Declaration, will provide this type of control and 
therefore should be supported. 
This problem and type of 

SOlUEI CN "Us WOt unique to the Northwest Territories. 
Just@Pecoucn of “the NoW.T> “rm the Province of Alberta 
the government is attempting to find a means to ensure 
that our standard of living will remain high even after 


all the non-renewable resources are depleted. It could 
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nGe begins-corde this withowl an ‘ability to control 





the economic institutions within its bounda¥ies. The 
native people of the north who have had historical 
presence in this land long before any of our fore- 
fathers arrived on this continent, and who will remain 
in the north even if we decide economic conditions are 


too bad to allow us to, deserve this same opportunity. 


| 
Turning now to the second 
conciusion’;’ whitch concerns the loss of native control 
Over their economic, social and political institutions 
in the post-World War II period, I think it is safe 
to say that the contemporary period has not been the | 
most pleasant for native people, nor a particularly | 
ennobling one for Southern Canadian society in its | 
dealings with northern natives. Indeed, in the past | 
30 years Southern Canadian society, perhaps with all thd 
best intentions, has done more to undermine the | 
institutions and values of native society than in the 
previous 100 years. Yet despite our intrusions into 
virtually every facet of native society, traditional, 
economic, social and political institutions and’ values 


persist and in'’some cases, flourish. Furthermore, as I 


have ‘shown in this presentation, the Dene have not 
only coped with this massive intrusion, but have 
responded to the situation by working to solve the | 
problems which we have presented to them. As well, they | 
have proposed a general solution to these problems. | 
TePGSCSy 1ShG settlement whiehs°if*+ie follows the prin- 


ciples-ef the’ Dene Declaration; will enable them to 


regain control over their economic, social and 
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1| political and all other .aspects of their lives from “ 
2 where they live to theeducation of their young, which bs 
3 we now control. 
7 Should a permit to begin 
5 | construction of a pipeline be granted Prior tO a 
et land settlement and the informed consent of native 
| northerners, it will definitely undermine their attempt 
i to regain control over the direction of their society, 
| for the single largest decision about their future 
st will have been made without their approval. Thus the 
na granting of a permit prior to a land settlement will 
7 only exacerbate the present situation and will under- 
aie mine the initiatives native people have undertaken to 
| solve their problems. | 
| In sum then, my research | 
16) leads me to fully support the position of the native | 
ey people that there must be no pipeline before a land 
13 settlement. Indeed, to my mind, it is the only reason- 
19 | able protection that the people can receive to safe- 
29 guard themselves against the complexity of problems, 
21 | both already known and as yet unanticipated; that must 
ze inevitably accompany a development scheme of this 
23 magnitude. 
ay Thank you for your patience. 
25 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
26 | Voir, De. Asch, and thank you, Mr. Rushtorch.. 1 take 
"| it that it's agreed we should adjourn now until 
a8, Monday at 1) POM.) and at thet time — take at also 
29 | we will hear Mr. Ritter's presentation, and then the 
ar panel will be cross-examined; is that the program? 
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ae CA LES 

MR. BELL: Yes sir. 

MR. STEEVES: I have one 
dutiaculity twithe that. My learned friend has assured 
me, and I've accepted his assurance, that he is doing 
his very best with delivery of these summaries. In 
fact, the last half or so of the evidence of Professor 
Asche ingusetirecetved half.an’ “hourcago, “and»™much of 
what is said in that part of the evidence seems to go 
to the heart of the mattemRinnithisliphasetof -youn 
inquirye I cannot assure myself that I will be fully 
prepared for cross~examination Monday afternoon. 

THE VCOMMESSIONER: OfeDrs 
Asch? 

MR. WSTEEVES : eOfaOrey cAsch. 
Théneteresiwhave toetake *thevposutionsthat Iuwould,like 
to cross-examine at some other time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, why 
don't we proceed on the footing that to the extent that 
counsel are in a position to cross-examine the panel, 
bhaey wwihh edossonattertwerhavesheardofromaMr:. | Ritter 
on Monday afternoon, and if Mr. Steeves advises us 
aC tree Stage or at the conclusion of the cross- 
examinatron that-he,; wishes in light of the late 
delivery of this evidence, to cross-examine Dr. Asch 
again at a later date, then I can't see any problem 
Chex er 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: Well, sir, 
I'm in the same position as Mr. Steeves, and I received 
the summary yesterday and our office in Calgary received 


the summary yesterday as well. Today we received a 
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list of reports that Professor Asch is relying on. 


With respect, sir, I think that would make for a 


rather disjointed cross-examirmtion. I would much prefer 


to defer the entire cross-examination of Professor 
Asch to a later time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, 
iisee Lhe point. Mr. Scott, L'm groggy, and maybe 1 
leapt to iconclustons. 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: It raises 
a couple of other points, sir. We also received 
yesterday the evidence of the Council of Yukon Indians 


and I am going to have plenty of work both over the 


weekend and early next week to keep me busy on prepara- 


tiem Lon cross=—examinaction. Now at's a matter of 


Seto 
priorities’ which I should address first, I suppose. 


We did set aside this period for Mr. Veale, but I think 


could probably accommodate him and see his witnesses 
in and out, if I'm able to defer the cross-examination 


of Dr. Asch, who let's face it, has raised many 


meaty conclusions that require a good deal of attention 


from gene applicants: 
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Wich oto, meccer, Asch 
In Chief 


THE COMMISSIONER: “Can I just 
ask a question? What about Mr. Rushforth's evidence? 


Are you ready to cross-examine on that? Is that the 





same -- 

MR. STEEVES: No, I have no 
problem with -- and I say it eh the greatest respect 
to his evidence -- I haven't had the same problem I 


| 
| 
ao with Professor Asch's. But it may be that they may | 
want to ask each other to share in responses to question 
I don't know. Can you give your evidence independent 
in cross-examination? 
WITNESS ASCH: Well, I hadn't 


anticipated this as a problem. Actually, to some 





extent, my assertions concern the participation of 
the -- in the wage economy -- are based on Mr. Rushforth's 


work. 


MR. STEEVES: That seems to 
be the answer, Sir. 
MR. SCOTT: Mr. Commissioner, 
can I make the following suggestion: that on Monday 
we should be prepared to cross-examine Mr. Rushforth 
ang Mr. Ritter,and that Mrs Asch should be cross 
examined at a time that is convenient to -- a time 
reasonably soon, convenient to Mr. Steeves and Mr. 


Hollingworth. 


Now, insofar as Dr. 


relies on it as a published paper just like any other 
and tieMr.( RUShforen Ps (brought crashing to the ground 


| 
Asch relies on Mr. Rushforth's paper, well then, he 
| 
he may want to re-evaluate his own conclusions. But | 
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Rushtorth, Ritter, Asch 
in Chaet 


that should create no problem in terms of examination 





and Dr. Asch fortunately is not as far away as some 
Oi tne OLier witnesses, yet. 

Mh. BEDGe, Could [ube 
allowed a word in our defence, sir? We're happy to 
call Dr. Asch back at the convenience of counsel. I 
might point out however that a summary of his testimony 
was distributed. I sent it out special delivery in 
the mail two Mondays ago and although the last portion 
of it appeared in summary form, it nevertheless 
was in -- should have been in the hands of my 
colleagues by the middle of last week. 


A more complete form 





of the ending -- the last 12 pages -- was distributed 
yesterday. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Be that as 
it may, Mr. Steeves and Mr. Hollingworth are saying 


that they would like, for one reason or another, to 





defer cross-examination of Dr. Asch who hds-ma 





most telling challenge to the whole argument that this 
Pipeline project will bring great benefit to the native 
people of the north. Now, that's an important issue 
and my whole inclination is to say "All right. We want 
you. to ene Asch as fully prepared as you can be". 
So that means, as they have said, they don't want to 
cross-examine on Monday and I don't intend to force 
them to. 

Me. SCOTP: “Could I ack “this? 


That if that proposal is to be adopted, Mr. Hollingworth 


and Mr. Steeves might be able to let us know on Monday 


REED. GE 
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Rushtorth, Ritter, Asch 

In Chief 
whether they would regard themselves as able to cross- 
examine next week or whether they would propose some 


later date so that the timing of the exercise will not 





be undury Gitticult. 
| 


MR. STEEVES: Do you mean now? 





MR, SCOTT: No; 15 vou could | 
let us know on Monday. I presume you don't know whether 


without talking to some people -- whether you will be 


prepared to cross-examine on Thursday, let us say, or 


| 
not until some later period. 
MR. HOLLINGWORTH: You are 
assuming, I presume that Mr. Veale's evidence will be 
concluded? | 
MR. -9COTT: Noy 1’ m not 
assuming anything. I'm simply asking, would you be 


able to let us know on Monday when you would like to 


have Dr. Asch back so we can begin to make arrangements 


EG: == 





MR. STEEVES: I'11l let you know, 
at yil:00 on Monday < 

MR. SCOTT. I'm obliged, Mr. 
Steeves. Will you,Mr. Hollingworth? | 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: As will I. 
AS Wwe .. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, can 
somebody tell me -- 

MRes SCOTT: » Mav 1 sum up, ME. | 
Commissioner, subject to any objections my friends have. 
On Monday, we will hear Mr. Ritter's evidence in chief, 


the counsel will cross-examine Mr. Rushforth and Mr. 
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Rushforth, Ritter, Asch 
m'Chietf 


Ritter and if Mr. Asch is here, that might be helpful, 
useful and interesting but that all participants will 


cross-examine him on a later occasion. 


Item 2, Mr. Hollingworth 


and Mr. Steeves will let us know on Monday at about 
1:00 when they would be prepared to cross-examine 
Dr. Asch. 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: May I 
Make two comments, sir? First of all, as far as I'm 
concerned I think Dr. Asch might as well stay home on 
Monday because I'm certainly not going to be prepared 


to proceed. 


Secondly, I think we are 


doing a disservice to the other two members of the 








panel --both of whom have PhD's and warrant the accolad¢ 


doctor as well. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Those PhD's| 


are in transition. 
WITNESS ASCH: Look, why 


don't we just call me "Mr." and make it all even. 


MR. HOLLINGWORTH: All right. 


MR eiSCOTT <-4.0t4 Ie MayeisSavaiSO, 
PhDtsware..a dimes a dozen at--this, Inquiry .., J 'm not. => 
WITNESS ASCH: I would say 


the same of lawyers. 


MR... SCOTT: As -1,'m not. tusned 


yy, 
on beard colleagues, I'm not turned on by PhD's. 
WITNESS ASCH: Well, I enjoy 


your questions. 
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Rushforth, Ritter, Asch 
ln Chet 


THE COMMISSIONER: All I 
Wants tOsKknOwPls,ehnowwcan 1 bring this to an end? 

MR. STEEVES: We have all 
defended each other. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, the 


Council of Yukon Indians is on the agenda next week aa 
eG ee 


| 


MR. SCOTT: Well, they | 
begin on Wednesday and I understand that Mr. Bell will 
keep the program filled even with this difficulty on 


Monday and Tuesday. 


The. Council) of Yakon 
Indians then will begin on Wednesday and I understand 


wild wuntout- the week? -Is that your understanding, Mr. | 
Bell? | 
MR. BELL: I think there is 





a good possibility of that happening. 
MR. SCOTTss Now,:i should 


also remind counsel that in addition to cross-examining 


two out of three members of this panel on Monday, we 
will also be cross-examining another panel that is 
coming back to be cross-examined composed of Mr. Bean, 
on Municipal Corporations and a number of his colleagues 
MR BELL: <Could -L,juskt, make 
al comments on, that? «What c<bypropose,.to. do,. Sir,,d hat is 
acceptable is to complete this panel -- the cross- 
examination of all except Dr. Asch, then call the two 
witnesses who should have appeared on the panel earlier 
last week, Mr. Hills and Mr. Simpson. I would then 
follow that by the cross-examination of Mr. Bean, Mr. 
Cheesie and Mr. Kurzewski. So that it would be more 


convenient that way simply. 
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RuSsirornth, /Ratter, Asch 
In Chief 


MR. HOLLINGWORTH: Where does 
Anne Forrest come in? 
MR. BELL: We will’ £it 
Miss Forrest in wherever we can. I think if there is 
time left at the end of the week, we can probably fit 
her in there. 
THE COMMISSIONER: All a 
Well, we seem to know where we are going and gentlemen, 
I hope that you don't get the impression that we're 
in the confused and chaotic state because we are not. 
This is all extremely well-organized, and let me say 
tinea Serious vein that I think all of us have) found 
the evidence given so far today by Mr. Rushforth and 
by you, Dr. Asch, to be very interesting and very 
important and all of this palaver is really designed 
to give all parties a chance to consider it, get what 
advice they think appropriate and then come back and 
challenge you. 
So we'll look forward 
to seeing you again Monday, Mr. Rushforth and Mr. Ritter 
and you again, I suppose on some other date, Dr. Asch. 
Thesinawiry will adjourn then until 2:00 tomorrow 
afternoon in Fort Smith and the formal hearings are 
adjourned until 1:00 Monday. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO MAY 3, 1976) 
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2 | May 3, 1976. 

3 | (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

4 THE COMMISSIONER: All right, | 
| ladies and gentlemen, we'll come to order. | 
6! Now I think we're ready for | 
7 PEOTESSOP RIECEES 

8 MR. BELL: All right, just 

: before I ask Professor Ritter to’ begin, sir, I think 

10! there were a couple of matters raised in peas ean eee 
“4 tion by Mr. Scott last week concerning the recommen- 
12 | dations sd cennibants oni ther lands userstudyi-=1 Dr. 
13 | Helm. and Mrs. Gillespie -- and I'd just like to reply 
14 | to. that now. 
15 | From a perusal of the record 
16 | one might infer that Mrs. Gillespie's employment with | 
17 | the Indian Brotherhood was terminated as a result of | 
8 a disagreement between her and the Brotherhood over 
19 | the manner in which the land use research should be 
a conducted. Nothing really could be further from the 
Deh actual circumstances. Indeed, the methodology for the 
22 study had been set and in operation for over a year 

=| before Mrs. Gillespie's dismissal, and during that 

2.4 | period she had worked under the study regime without 
25 objection or reservation. Mrs. Gillespie was asked to 
aa leave as a result of personal differences between herself 
oe and Miss Nahanni. It was Miss Nahanni's attempt to 

28 | avoid resurrecting this distasteful episode which led 

29 | to some of the ambiguity in her testimony. 

20% The transcript refers to 
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certain differences of opinion between Mrs. Gillespie 
and Miss Nahanni. These differences were totally unre- 
lated to the methodology of the study. All of Mrs. 
Gillespie's recommendations within her field of 
expertise concerning the conduct of the study were 
either accepted or voluntarily withdrawn following 
discussion between her and other staff members. 

Dr. Helm's involvement was 
limited tothe initial period of the study. There were 
no disagreements with her relating to the study or 
Oothzrwise. All of her recommendations were either 
accepted or voluntarily withdrawn after discussion 
with those participating in the study. 

The other requests are in the 
process of being dealt with, and I'll produce that 
information as soon as it's available, sir. 


Mr. Srterchani. has kind Ly, 


agreed to join our panel today and to assist Dr. Ritter 


in his presentation. 


JOHN THOMAS RITTER, 

JIM SITTICHINLI, resumed: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BELL (CONTINUED) : 

Q i “dike tovcalki” on 
Dr. Ritter now to present his evidence. 

WEINESS RITTERS Thank ‘you. 
i think I")] begin by reading through the text. of this 
paper, which shouldn't take very long, and then I'd 
like fo move to’ the Maps. and sort of point out some of 


the places and names that are discussed in the paper. 
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So just bear with us as we read through this. 
This paper will examine the 
results of a place name study conducted among the 


Kutchin people of the Yukon and Northwest Territories 





and will discuss the implications of these findings for 
ao reconstruction, of traditional, land,use..,.ltawill be 
shown that place names (or toponyms, as they are called 
in technical parlance) provide valuable evidence con- 


cerning the history of the Kutchin, their material 





culture, and the flora and fauna of the lands they have 
Occupied for generations. 

The relevance of the material 
discussed here to the concerns of the present Inquiry 
can be summarized as follows. It has been repeatedly | 
argued before this Commission that the native peoples 
of the Mackenzie corridor continue to maintain aerate 


title to the lands they presently occupy and to lands 


! 


occupied by them in previous generations as well. Aside | 
| 
from the various legalistic considerations which have 
been adduced in favor of this position, additional 

Supporting evidence has been provided by the land use 


and occupancy studies carried out by the Indian Brother- 


hood of the Northwest Territories which have clearly 





and dramatically demonstrated the geographical 

extent of lands occupied by individual Dene bands in 
the pursuit of such subsistence activities as hunting, 
fshang and trapping. The results of the, present place 
name study rare Of a Similar order and\serve to streng- 
then the force of evidence provided by the land use 


studies. One important underlying premise of the 
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present submission is that a highly specialized 
facet of Kutchin intellectual culture, namely an 
elaborate and extensively developed nomenclature 
for natural features of the land can be used to 


establish an historical overview of land use which | 





reveals the general outlines of land occupancy by 
successive generations of Kutchin people. 

It is in many ways only an 
accidental fact that the present study deals specifi- 
cally with Kutchin place names. Detailed work with 


Other native peoples of the Mackenzie Valley would 





surely reveal a similarly complex and? detailed knowledge 
of the land and the traditional names associated with | 


individual mountains, lakes, creeks, and other features. 
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This study is part of a lonq- 
range project whose ultimate aims are, first, to com- 
plete a technical grammar and dictionary of the Kutchin 
language. Second, to document traditonal oral literature | 
Including WLolkiore and local-history and, third,. £0 
assist bilingual education efforts by providing 
practical written materials for use in Kutchin teaching 
programs. 

Research on place names falls in- 
to the second of these categories and it was during my 
first visit to Fort McPherson in 1971 that I became 
aware of the richness and variety of Kutchin geographical 
nomenclature and decided to pursue its documentation. 

At first, this work was confined 
exclusively to the Fort McPherson area, but later was 
expanded to included Arctic Red River and Old Crow region 
as well. To date, approximately 680 place names have 
been recorded, along with English translations and notes 
on land use. Most of the names have been numerically 
coded on the topographic maps which accompany this paper. 
Obviously it would be impossible to discuss more than a 


small fraction of the data within the constricted confine 


of the present account. To make the presentation manageable, 


I will largely restrict discussion to the place names of 
the Peel River Kutchin, the people of Fort McPherson and 
the relationship between these names and what is known 
of Peel River history since the time of initial European 
contact approximately 140 years ago. 

This is not an entirely arbitrary 


choice because the toponymic data from the Fort McPherson 
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area are more complete and have been more thoroughly 
analyzed than comparable data from Arctic Red River and 
Old Crow. Moreover, much more is known about the oe 
history of the Peel River people than of the other two 
groups. 

Data 

I have personally seen only a 
small percentage of the various areasand sites for which 
names have been recorded and all of these are located 
along the Peel River and in the Mackenzie Delta. During 
the summer of 1972, two initial surveys covered the Peel 
River from its confluence with the Mackenzie to as far 
south as Mount Deception on the Wind River; one of the 
major tributaries of the Peel. 

A subsequent trip into the Upper 
Peel drainage in the summer of 1973 permitted my co- 
workers and me to re-check the original data and to make 
a brief side trip up to Snake River. During the same 
two summers, boat trips between Fort McPherson and Inuvik 
enabled us to extend our coverage to include at least a 
portion of the Mackenzie Delta. 

Since summer travel by boat is 
obviously limited to major navigable areas, the vast 
hagonity vot hlandotraditionablyyoceupred byothe Kutehin 
could be surveyed only through the medium of informant 
accounts. Our procedure in'thisncase typically consisted 
in eliciting place names along certain common overland 
routes, suchas Fort °McPhersonsto Dawson City, Trail vCreek 


to Hungry Lake which many people could recite from memory 


| with unerring accuracy and consistency. 


We then attempted to locate the 
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In Chief 
named areasS as accurately as possible on standard topo- 
graphic maps, although the 1:250,000 scale map sheets are 
not especially suitable for recording extremely fine 
detail, it was possible to arrive at reliable grid points 
for each named site by cross-checking individual accounts 
and hy utilizing the talents of several men skilled in 
map reading. 

The difficulties involved in 
this procedure were considerably lessened when working 
on regions covered by 1:50,000 scale sheets. The names 
themselves have been complied in a numerically coded list 
which contains for each name its Kutchin transcription, 

a literal English translation when that translation is 
known, and alternative or variant names when they exist. 

3. Terminology. Before proceed- 
ing to adiscussion of our results a few terminological 
issues need to be clarified. Throughout this paper I | 
have consistently used the word "Kutchin" to describe 
the Athabascan bands under discussion. Now, as many of 
you are aware, "“Loucheux"is also commonly used to designat 
the same people. There is widespread confusion and in- 
consistency in the use of these terms and it may be 
useful at this point to briefly review -- briefly discuss 
their origins and meanings. 

"Katehin" is an anglicized spell 
ing and pronunciation of the native word "Gwich'in" which 
can be somewhat freely translated as "people who live at 
a certain place". When it occurs in the native language 
with a preceding term which specifies a certain location, 


the combination serves to designate a specific band or 
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group of people. 
That's, the Peel River people 
call themselves "Teetl'it Gwichin"; the Arctic Red River 


people, "Gwichyah Gwichin" and the Old Crow people 





"Van tat Gwich'in". The initial terms in each case are 
to be translated as follows. 

"Teetl'it" means "head of the 
waters" and the Teetl'it Gwichin" are thus the "people 
who live at the head of the waters", i.e. in the upper 
Peel drainage. 

"Gwichyah" refers to a large, 
flat expanse of land and the "Gwichyah Gwich'in" are the 
Arctic Red River Kutchin who, for generations, have utilized 
the resource base of the flat, lake-filled areas centerinc 
around Travaillant Lake. 

Finally, Svan tat iidterally means 
"amongst the lakes" and so the Van tat Gwich'in are the 
"dwellers among the lakes", the people of Old Crow, 
whose livelihood depends critically on the resources of 
Crow Flats. Again, the common element in these terms 
is "Gwich'in". Since English lacks eaquivalent sounds the 


word has entered the lanauage as "Kutchin". 
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In this form it has gained wide 
currency in the technical literature and I follow that 
practice in this paper simply as a matter of convenience 
However, most Kutchin people in Canada are not generally| 
aware of its meaning and do not use it as a designation 
for themselves but instead pecscnize the word "Loucheux" 
as the proper English cover term for all the Kutchin- 
speaking people. "Loucheux" is itself an Anglicization 


of the French "loucheux" (squint-eyed), a rather unflat-| 


tering term introduced by early French travellers and 





traders. It has made its way into common usage only 
in Canada, as well befits its origin on the Mackenzie 
side, and is not generally recognized by Kutchin bands 


1m Aloaskaz 





4. Extent of named areas. 

We may now turn to a general overview of the areas 
for which toponyms have been recorded. As the Sree aioe 
ing maps clearly indicate, the regions named by the | 
three bands are very extensive indeed and encompass | 
virtually all of the Northern Yukon Territory (to the 
treeline) and a smaller but nonetheless important 
sector of the N.W.T. In the north the treeline forms 
the border between lands named by the Kutchin and region 
traditionally occupied by the Inuit. Although the 
Mackenzie Delta is extensively named by the Kutchin, 
it has been widely used by them only within the present 
century. Prior to the establishment of the Hudson's 
Bay trading posts and the subsiding of traditional 
hostilities between the Inuit and the Athapaskans, 


the delta was a neutral ground or "no man's land" and 
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was associated with great danger. The north-eastern 
boundary coincides roughly with the Anderson River 
and the border between Canada and Alaska represents the 
western boundary. Named regions in the south extend 
towtherheadwaterts of jbhe Poneupine,, Blackstone, .Haxnt, 
Wind and Snake Rivers of the Yukon Territory. Approxi- 
mate boundaries between lands named by the Arctic Red 
River, Peel and Old Crow bands wiil be indicated on the 
maps. There is considerable overlap at the interfaces. 
Approximately 320 names have 
been recorded for the Peel River region, 250 for Arctic 
Red River, and 110 for Old Crow. They include water- 
related terms for individual rivers, creeks, lakes, 
channels, sloughs, eddies, headwaters, and confluences, 
as well as land-related names for specific islands, 
points),rmountains, hills, \rocks;acaves;,trails, .encamp- 
ments, and one grave site. The Kutchin language con- 
tains generic terms for -- cover terms -- for all these 
categories. 
52 Semantic classification and examples. 

However, it is the meanings of these names that 
interest us and in what follows I will examine a number 
of semantic headings under which individual Peel River 
toponyms may be categorized and give examples of each. 
By appealing to a relatively transparent and uncompli- 
cated system of classification, we can note the 
following major categories of names. 

(1) Names which describe fauna or faunal activities. 
This is a relatively well- 


populated category containing about 50 names which read 
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almost like an abbreviated catalogue of individual | 
species of birds, fish, small creatures, game and fur- 
bearing animals found in the Peel River habitat. 
Individual creeks, lakes, hills and other features are | 
named for the following: common 1loon, golden eagle, 
eagle nests, seagull, duck eggs, raven, scoter, water- 
fowl (in general) and the noise made by waterfowl on | 


their return in the spring; otter, wolverine, and wolf; 





| 


moose, moose calf, caribou, running caribou, caribou 


breeding grounds, sheep, grizzly bears, animal horns, 





including dog salmon, sucker, minnows, crookedback, jack 
fish, loche, inconnu, and fish spawning places. 

The examples here include the 
following, Phe rirst "example, edigri™ (kak) titerally | 


worms and frogs; fish (in general), and several species 
| 
| 
| 
| 
"On it breeding", and the understood reference there | 


is to caribou, and this is a high plateau in the | 
upper Peel region which has long been recognized as 
a breeding ground for caribou. The creek which flows 
along the base of this plateau to the Peel, Edigii njik, 
has come to be known as Caribou River in English, and 
Faves i (kek) “1. eself is’ simply’ called Caribou Mountain. 

Another example is Tidigeh van 
"seagull lake", is a small lake located inland from the 
Peel a few miles below Road River and is so named 
because of the presence of many seagulls which feed on 
the’ fishin’ thne-Wake. Fairly’ straighttorward:. 

Gheniuk Galoic, rrreraity 
"ioche”™jigqle-place™, ts located near@the mouth ofthe 


Peel River and is a favorite site for jiggling for loche 
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with hooks under ice after freezup. 
(2) Names associated with particular individuals. 
Certain creeks and sites bear 
the names of people who have lived there for consider- 


able Hengris~ Or“ rine.’ some areas (especially an the 





Mackenzie Delta) are named for people still living; 


others are associated with the names of people who have 


died within the last 50 years; and others still bear 
names of individuals who died long ago, i.e. were 


not living when the oldest members of the present-day 





band were themselves children. Interestingly enough, 
however, the identities of these people are known to 
this day, at least by the older residents. 

Brass vizheh, "Brass house" 


is now the side of a cabin once owned by a white man, | 





perhaps a Hudson's Bay Company employee, who lived | 
in™the PeelVRiver area “before sther turn (ofstheccenturys . | 
In the delta one finds names 
such as Elijah viteetshik, "Elijah's Creek", John Robert 
veteetshik, "John Robert's Creek"; and Johnny Semple 
viteetshik, "Johnny Semple's Creek", all of recent 
provenance definitely dating from a period after World 


War I when most of the band trapped and hunted muskrats 





there each spring. 
(3) Names associated with flora. 

12 toponyms contain references 
to various species of trees such as birch, poplar, 
willow, and spruce; others refer to the presence of 
grass or berries; and a third group makes mention of 


timber, dry wood and ‘driftwood, 
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"Or its Cop spruce”. [tt méanse there ‘s spruce on -tts top, 
is the name of a well known hill in the upper Eagle River 
area which is said to be covered with spruce trees, a 
very direct correlation. 

A second example, "Tl'oondii", 
which means something like "grass growing down the sides" 
is located not far above Fort McPherson. The sloping side 
of this range of hills are completely covered with 
vegetation. 

"Doo tat gwitshik", literally, 
"amonst the driftwood creek" and this is one of the 
principal channels flowing into Husky River at the upper 
end of the Mackenzie Delta. 

Category four, names associated 


with aspects of material culture. Twenty-two names 


associated with subsistence pursuits. Some of these 
mames mention articles no longer in use and reflect con- 
Siderable antiquity. Included in this category are names 
which refer to caribou fences, caribou snares, rocks used 
for "cocking in pre-contact cCimes, crystal’ ana flint’ for 
making fire. Other names mention such items as red ochre 
used for decorating snowshoes and toboggans, caches, 
fishnets, rafts, lobsticks and even dog food. 

"Vakak chii natr'oondak", Vakak 
enri' nacre ooncar® van, literally, “On if rocks are 
habitually picked up" is a lake in the upper Peel region 
which was once important because the people there obtaine 


special rocks which could be heated and used for cooking 
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"Deeddhoo goonlii". "Deeddhoo 
goonlii", "there are lots of stone scrapers"is a small 


hill located approximately ten miles above Fort McPherson 
where in early days stones were obtained which were 
Suitable for fashioning “one antge tents used in tanning 
skins. 

"Tthall njuk", "caribou fence 
creek", located in the area of Rat Pass, is so-named 
because of the presence of a traditional wooden corral 
once used for capturing large numbers of caribou before 
guns were introduced into the culture. And for those of 
you who happenedto catch "Science Magazine" last night, 
you know what's being referred to here. 

Category five, names associated 
with historical events. Included in this category are 
names which commemorate events which were significant 
in the history of the band. These events include en- 
counters and wars with the Eskimo, drownings, the killing 
of aman by a black bear, starvation, encampments in 
Peel River country by miners making their way to the 

recent 
Klondike gold fields and the more’vintage, the murder of 
Am fCaMer. Oft pce by Albert Johnson So-called. “Mad 
Trapper of Raat River” . 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
Mr. Ritter. Just pausing there, you may come to this 
but when I was in McPherson, people referred to "Destruc- 
tion City" which I take it was an encampment of the 
Klondikers. Do you know if -- and it was down the Peel 


from McPherson. Do you know whether there are any 
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historical records made by white people of that encampmen 
how many Klondikers stayed there? This is irrelevent to 
your paper. 

A i -gon't. know of “any histori 
cal records, the people who were there. There is one 
book, recent book entitled "The Golden Grindstone" 
written by a man who did come through in '98 and he 
in fact, however, camped at this place they call "Wind 
City" which we'll come to in a minute. During the course 
of his journey through he broke his knee, and he was 
taken in by the chief of the Peel River band and the 
Chief's mother and another lady performed surgery on 
him. He stayed with the band all winter and eventually 
they brought him back down to McPherson. That's the 
only account I'm aware of of actually first-hand accounts 
of people travelling through the country, but I'm sure 
Jim knows about Desruction City. R 

WITNESS’ SITTICHINUG: © Destruc- 
tion City got the name after 1898 when the miners were 
going through there. That's as far as they can go with 
the’ boatj*to Destruction City. ' Before’ that, my people 
have been travelling into there and that's where they 
leave their canoe during summer when they go out to get 
their Res ener eet Sim i th's a place where they -- I 
mould ‘call at tike boat Mandinee.« *Urvih zi tagodi", 

a place where they land and leave their boats, their cano 
while they are hunting. 

Now, Since the gold rush days, 
in 1898, a lot of white names have come into that area. 


where Summit Lake. We used tomealld it’ Blue race 
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Just beyond there is Bell River. Well, that. used 


to be called chili vee njik. Now, a lot of names have been 
changed since 1898 but before that, they had Indian 
names like (Indian names) 

all them names. 

Q Just one question feseue we 
leave this fascinating subject, why is that boat landing 
where the Klondikers presumably camped, why is it called 
"Destruction City"? What happened? Did something happen 
there? 

A Yes. Some of them came in 
with quite a outfit but they can't go past Destruction 
City. The water started to get rough, shallow. No more 
big boats. So, they put up camp there, tear up all 
their boats, destruct all their boats you See and 
then haul them over to Bell River in the winter. Now, 
this Bell River was called after Doctor Bell. He hada 
big outfit. He had a little steam boat and he also tore 
up all his little steam boat and then they portaged over 
Summit Lake into Bell River and they rebuilt that boat 
again at Bell River and since that time, it's called "Bel 
Piven. Ves, at's by Dr. Bell. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 
Vou veryamuch Mr. Sittachanis.. 

A Yes. O.K. 

QO Well, ‘carry on Mr. Ritter, 
SOmiy tO Anternupr. 

WITNESS RITTER: So, these 
are names associated with historical events. 


One example I'd like to call 
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/is a creek called "Taa'aii Khanjilnaii", literall- 


attention 
ly, "broken up paddles", now called "Paddle Creek" in 
English is located approximately mid-way between 
Caribou River and Snake River. It bears this name 
because, according to report fn one time a small band 
of Fskimo intruders managed to penetrate that far south 
into the heartland of Peel River country. It is said 
that by the time the Eskimos had travelled that far up 
the Peel, they were compelled to stop at the mouth of 
this creek and fashion new paddles because their old ones 
had become worn out after such lengthy and difficult 
travel. 

It is not clear whether this 
was an isolated event or whether the Eskimos managed on 
more than one occasion to penetrate that deeply into 


undisputed Kutchin country. 
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It may be impossible to resolve 
this issue, but the event must have occurred in pre- 
contact times because none of the historical accounts 
of the Kutchin-Inuit encounters make reference to this 
particular region and all reported skirmishes and battle 
took place in the lower Peel region. The evidence 
provided by the place name thus suggests that in some 
pre-contact period the Mackenzie Eskimos were able to 
make at least one lengthy incursion into what must have 


been, at the time, hostile foreign territory. 





Another example is Wind City, 
located only a few miles above the mouth of the Wind 
River, was the site of a large encampment of miners 
during the winter of 1899-1900, and here I've footnoted 
this book by Graham entitled "Golden Grindstone" which 
describes the hardships that the miners suffered. 


ba Names associated with mythological events. 





According to traditional lore, 
at least two rock formations in Peel River country were 
created by supernatural means. Shitdii, for which no 
one seems to have a translation that satisfies everyone, 
Shttdit ids a sandstone formation Tocated On top of a 
small hill several miles above Fort McPherson. It is 
said to represent the fossilized remains of two brothers 
who were turned into stone when their younger sister 
inadvertently violated a taboo imposed on her at puberty}. 
The second example is Eketsii va'an, "Eketsii's Cave", 
is a large hole located at the base of a cliff situated 
at the lower end of the Peel River Canyon. Eksetsii, 


a legendary Peel River man, was the sole survivor of a 
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group of people who were massacred by Slavey Indians, 
possibly Mountain Indians. According to the legend, 
Eketsii was being pursued by the enemy when he shouted 
out to the cliff which immediately opened up to permit 
him to enter and escape the fate which had befallen 
his kinsmen. Quite a story behind this cave. 

ro Purely descriptive names. 

This is a general category 
which includes names about which little can be noted 
other than the fact that they describe some defining 
physical features of their reference in a fairly 


concrete way. Numerically it is a large category and 


comprises approximately 70 names. Included here are name 


of various water courses (creeks, riverg channels) whic 


are described by particular characteristics of their 
CULPrEeNnts:. 

To wit Movin diinlaim water 
flows against its base" is the Kutchin name for Mount 
Deception located approximately 15 miles above the 
point at which the Wind River enters the Peel. The 
current flows right along the base of the mountain. 

NitainWeli- 4 pteral bye "water 
flowing over the rocks", is now commonly called Eight 
Mile in English because of its distance from Fort 


McPherson. The creek, which shares its name with the 


surroundimanareas,' isdistinguished only by the presence 


of a small waterfall. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Is that 
ine thee vieinity of the crossing»ofmthe Denpster? 


A Tihs! mighte there)° it" s 
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right there. That's where the Vittrewka encampment is, 
I think you were up there. 

Q Yes. 

A The third example here, 
shrehtadhadlaii, "water splits up into several 
channels", this describes the general area at the mouth 
of the Husky River on the lower Peel. You may note 


that all three of these names end in essentially the 





same syllable, "laii" -- vinidiinlaii, nitainlaii, 
shrehtadhadlaii, all three of these names are actually 
verb forms, and this last part of "laii" is a basic 
stem which simply means "water flows". The rest of the 
WOrOs1S Sort Of, (thé prefixal part which sort’ of adds 


the adverbial signifance of the flow of water. 





Also included in this category | 
of pure descriptive names are those which describe the 
colors of rocks and sand found in particular areas. 

The Kutchin name for Bell River is Chii vee njik "grey 
Frecks Fiver", the Bonnet Plume River is traditionally 
called "Tsaih tl'ak njik, "dark sands river", and the 
Blackstone River, one of the very few which bears an 
Ofticial English designation which, comes close tO captur 
ing the native name, is known as Tth‘oh zraii njik, 
"Diack shale river”. 

Bis Metaphorical names. 

This is not an extensive cate- 
gory but is an interesting one, nonetheless. Hart River 
-- spelled H-A-R-T -- in the Northern Yukon (named after 
an early prospector in the region) is called Edrii njik 


"heart river" by the Kutchin because a large rock 
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re one 


formation, edrii, "heart" is located midway up the 
course of the river. The rock is said to bear a 


striking resemblance to a moose heart. 


Bltin ts"ak nyuudlii, "Vacktish 


guts lying about", is an extremely contorted section of 


Caribou River and is said to look like twisted fish 
guts. 

Dachan ch'ik ddhaa', "wooden 
plate mountain", now known in English as Scow Mountain 
or Steamboat Mountain, is reputed to resemble an old- 
fashioned birch-bark dish because one section of it is 
conspicuously hollowed out. 

Lishuunii ddhaa', "chimney 

mountain", located in the upper reaches of the Peel, 
is said to resemble a stone chimney. So these are 
metaphorical names. 
9. I've revised and I'd like to read this into the 
record, It's different from the previous version. 
Category 9 are what I call names of foreign origin. 

Only a small number of names 


of foreign origin have been assimilated into the 


corpus of Peel River geographical terms. included in 


this category are from the Han or possibly Northern 
Tutchone language, Ts°oOk iitlin, which 2 think 
means "lots of spruce", a wooded area located near 
Chapman Lake in the upper Blackstone River area; and 
from French, La chute, a creek located across the 
Richardson Mountains from Fort McPherson on the trail 
to La Pierre House. 


THE COMMISSIONER: You said 
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in Chier 
1} from the Han language, and what did you say after 
2 eerie’. 
3 A If may be from Northern 
4 | Tutchone , L'm not -- 
5 | Q ) From where? 
| A The Northern fTutchone 
7 language. It could well be from the people of Stewart 
River area. I'm not really sure of the origin except at 
| "ts'ok"is the word for spruce in both those languages, 
10 and there's some uncertainty. But definitely it's not 
iba of Peel River origin. It's a borrowing of some sort. 
12 | Names adopted from English 
13 |} require a separate comment. In this regard.a 
| distinction must be drawn between names from English, 
1S which were introduced from the outside, and have 
16 | subsequently been assimilated into colloquial usage, | 
17 | and names which have been coined in English by the | 
13) Kutchin. The former category include such names as 
19) Rat River, Bell River, Porcupine River, and Hungry Lake. 
29 | In each case these terms coexist with the traditional 
21 | names, although the meanings of them are quite 
22 | different’ in each case. T am as yet unable to tell 
23 when these English names were first introduced and 
24 | recognized as official by the Canadian Permit Committee 
FE Eas Geographical Names, but they have in any case become 
26 | cammonly used and recognized by the native people. 
27 | English names originating 
28 | among the Kutchin include Three Cabin Creek, a relative- 
| 
a5 ly wecent designation for Tr inecdiaii, 


30 | a creek which enters the Peel approximately 30 miles 
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above Fort McPherson and Frying Pan Creek, located 
between the Snake and Bonnet Plume Rivers. Also to be 
mentioned here is a phenomenon of what I term name 
shifts, cases in which the native Kutchin term coexists 
with or is being replaced by an English term which 
approximates the meaning of the Kutchin original; but 
whereas the traditional names may be quite descriptive, 
when translated into English they become shortened 
and abbreviated, often quite severely, and the 
sometimes 

resulting names can bear an indirect and/even misleading 
relationship to the original. So for example, shoh diidhat khaii 
asters "a black bear killed one of us", has become 
in English, Bear Creek. 

Divis daaghoo njik- sheep bleeting 
creek", is colloquially called Sheep Creek. 


Ddhah diik'ee njik "sharp ridged 


mountain creek" is simply called Mountain Creek. 


So you Can get an indrcation 


there of what's lost in translation when they enter 


English: 

Returning to the main body of 
Bie Lest. 
LO. Unanaiyzeable or opaque nanes. 
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Aside from those geographical 
names with clear or relatively transparent meanings, 
there remains a residue of perhaps twenty toponyms 


names for which it seems impossible to determine satis- 


| 
factory translations. In some cases moreover, the names 
easily become subject to folk-etymologizing and to 
various guessing games and much confusion vis a vis "the 
ture meaning" abounds, even among the most knowledgeable 
Older members of the band. 

However, this is not an unusual 
or even unexpected result, simply because some names are 
so old that in the course of time their original meanings 
descriptive or otherwise have been forgotten and they 
survive as fossilized terms tout court. This general 


process is apparently universal among the languages of 


the world. 


To conclude this section on 
categories of Kutchin place-names, it may be fitting to 
draw attention to one theoretically possible category 
which is, in fact, not at all attested; "honorary" names. 
Whereas in our own culture it has become common place to 
name mountains, rivers, glaciers, etc., after individuals 
who may be well known or distinguished in some sense, but 
who may never have seen the areas in question, this prac- 
tise is’ unknown to the Kutchin. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We confer 
names and then we take them away again. 

A Not quite. 

QO Lim thinking or Mt. 


Eisenhower. 
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A And the Cape Kennedy. 
I gave Cape Kennedy as an example but apparently it's 
no longer the case. 
This practise is unknown to | 
the Kutchin. A person's name becomes attached to a 
specific site only if he has Bere there for a consider- 


able length of time or some striking event involving an 


individual has taken place there. There is no Kutchin 


equivalent to such English place names as Mt. Burgess, Mt. 
McKinley or Cape Kennedy; and things of that sort. 

6. A brief apercu 
of Peel River history since time of contact. We shall sde 
below that certain generalizations concerning Kutchin 
land use will emerge from the toponymic data which we 
have just reviewed but in order to provide a context in 
which those generalizations may be understood it will 


be necessary to give a brief sketch of Peel River history. 





Following Slobodin's carefully detailed exposition, we 
can note the following stages in the history of the band 
since 1839 when the Hudson's Bay Company explorer John 
Bell first made contact with the Teetl'it Gwich'in at 
Vihtl'oo tshik, present-day Road River. 

Tt is known that at the time 
of contact, the Peel River people spent most of the 
winter months hunting caribou in the mountainous regions 
of the upper Peel drainage, especially in the Richardson 
and Ogilvie mountain ranges. During early spring, the ban 
aqathered at a place called "Khatainlaii ehdi", located 
near the mouth of the Bonnet Plume River and there they 


constructed skin boats which, after the break-up of 


ice, they used to descend the Peel to an area near presen 
day Road River. 
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During the summer months, the people fished, using tradi- 
tional traps at various places along the Peel. The 
lowest stretches of the river were generally avoided 
because of the possible presence of Eskimos. 

When. John Bell first met the 
Kutchin chief Vihshriiniintsaiti at Road River, he was 
urged to erect the proposed trading post at that very 
Site because it was an established gathering place for 
the band and would easily serve their needs. However, 
the Hudson Bay Company was equally intent on trading 
with the Mackenzie Eskimos and the Arctic Red River 
Kutchin and so it was decided that the post would be 
constructed further downstream at an area which is today 
Galled 2heh” “owajat, Old Fort, approximately four 
miles above Fort McPherson. 

During the first twenty years 
of its existence, Peel River post was visited only 
occasionally by members of the Peel River band who did 
not become quickly involved in the fur trade. As 
Slobodin has noted, very little fur was sold by members 
of the Peel River band and most of the post's return 
consisted of furs brought in by the Eskimos and the 
Arctic Red River Kutchin. However, as time passed, 
members of the band began to visit the post more 
regularly during the summers and many families began to 
fish at points further south than had previously been 
their custom. «Points further north, I’m very sorry. 
Further north downriver. 

By the last decade of the 


century, the Indians had become regular visitors to the 
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more infrequent. The Peel River band became firmly 
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post and had become extensively involved in trapping 
for fine furs during the winters. | 
During the same period, Eskimos 


began to trade at the post on a regular basis during 





the summers. Hostilities between the two groups 
gradually subsided. 

This pattern,winter in the upper 
Peel, summer on the lower Peel; continued until the 


time of the Klondike Gold Rush. At that time, there 





occurred a dramatic shift in the band, a definite | 
realignment to the upper Peel areas. Once the frenetic | 
activity in the Dawson gold fields had begun, the band | 
found that it could easily and profitably sell meat to | 
the mining camps in the area and could, at the same time, 
sell its winter furs to dealers in Dawson for prices | 
often higher than had been offered in Fort McPherson. | 
During this period, most of the! 


Peel River band spent the entire winter and spring in 


the upper Blackstone, Hart and Wind River regions and in | 





summer moved to the Han Village of Moosehide, located a | 
few miles below Dawson to fish in the Yukon River. | 

This pattern continued until 
approximately 1912 when the band once again shifted its | 
locus of activity back to the lower Peel region. During 


this period, fur prices began to rise dramatically and 


many families began to spend spring in the Mackenzie 
Delta hunting muskrats. Winter hunting could be carried | 


out in the area of the northern Richardson Mountains and 





sojourns to the upper Peel drainage became more and 
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realigned toward the Macpeneie Delta and the lower Peel. 

This pattern has continued to 
the present with one important exception. During World 
War II, fur prices again rose sharply and a number of 
families began trapping once again in the upriver regions 
which were at the time well populated with marten. 

In some cases, the people did not even return to Fort 
McPherson for traditional Christmas and New Year's 
festivities. This marked the first time in 20 years that 
any Peel River people had passed the entire winter in 

the mountains upriver. 

But by 1946, the cycle had 
changed once again and the people had returned to the 
lower Peel. Even so, as Slobodin notes, the people had 
kept up the franchise on that portion of their habitat 
and: 

"It may be therefore maintained that the Peel River 
Kutchin have occupied virtually the same overall 
Pepitae during their known history." 

It is important to note, 
finally, that even within the last several years a few 
families and individuals have spent a part of the winter 
months trapping in the Upper Peel drainage. 

A few general observations may 
be made on the basis of this severely abbreviated account 
of Peel River Kutchin place names and post-contact 
history. 

1. The traditional names which have proven to be the 
most difficult to translate including those for which no 


adequate translations can be agreed upon at all designate 
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in most cases areas in the upper Peel regions. Conversel 
place names of the lower Peel and the delta are relatively 
transparent and, as previously noted, often refer to 
specific individuals whose identities are generally 

known. This situation is explained by the fact that 
movement into the Mackenzie Delta and exploitation of 

the resources of the lower Peel are both relatively 
recent phenomena whereas the upper Peel reqions have no 
doubt been inhabited for many generations. 

Recall that the Teetl'it Gwich'i 
are the "people who live at the head of the waters" Evi- 
dence provided by Kutchin place-names independently 
confirms therefore, what is known about the post-contact 
history of the Peel River people. 

2. A cursory inspection of the accompanying maps will 
immediately reveal that certain areas within the general 
borders of Peel River country are more densely named 
than others. This clustering together of named sites is 
a reflection of intensive, sustained land use patterns 
in these regions. These areas include , for example, 
the entire course of the Peel from Fort McPherson south 
to the Snake, Bonnet Plume, Wind, Hart, and Blackstone 
Rivers. Other regions, particularly the more southern 
areas of the Peel Preserve are less well represented 
with traditional names and are not recognized as having 
been widely exploited by the band at any particular part 
Cf its Known, Aistory. 

3. Although Fort McPherson itself lies within the 
Northwest Territories, the vast majority of lands 


traditionally occupied by the Peel River band are 
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1) technically bounded by Yukon Territory borders. Once 
i ; ; 
a consequence of this fact is that the band has over the 


3 years had to deal with two sets of game officials and 





‘| regulations. Aithough few difficulties have arisen in 





| the recent past and although the band maintains the 

group trapping zone officially recognized by the Yukon 

"| Game Branch, we do know that in earlier years poor | 
| communications regarding limits and open season often 


resulted in confusion and difficulties for the band, 





including on more than one occasion, fur «eonfiscation. 
This border issue has other ramifications as well and wil 
no doubt be seriously taken into consideration at such 
time as land claims are negotiated between the band 


and the Federal Government. 
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Rittercse olLttichinit 
In Chief 
8. Conclusions. 
Finally, we have seen that 


traditional Kutchin place names serve collectively 


| 
to define the extent of lands occupied by three indi- 
vidual bands. An examination ‘of Peel River history has 
revealed that population shifts have occurred periodically 
Since the time of contact and these are to some extent 
reflected in the nature of the geographic nomenclature 
atself. Finally,(we have seencthatvasbody oftraditional 
knowledge can illuminate and explain patterns of land 
use and occupancy by the original inhabitants of one 
part of the Canadian north. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
sir. I wonder if, where you interpolated a page or 
two dealing with the adoption of English place names | 
and so forth, you might just give those pages to Miss | 
Hutchinson and perhaps she could photostat them and | 
we could just insert them in our -- in the prepared 
statement, if it's something that is in a state where 
it could be photostated this afternoon. 
A Yes. That's no problem. 
MR. BELL: Mr. Commissioner, 
Mr. Sittichinli is well known to all of us. However, 
I think perhaps for those who come later, I might ask 
Mes Sittichiniy for a 12etle information’ about: hinselt. 
Mr. SPECELCHINIT, you" re 
a member of the Loucheux Band at Aklavik. 


WITNESS SITTICHINLI: That's 





Kignt. 


Q And which of the three 
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groups Of Peel River Indians, of Louchéux: Indians would 


you consider yourself a member of? 


A Well, I'm of Peel River. 

Q Peel River, the head of th 
waters people. ’ 

A M-hm. 

Q And are you familiar with 


the area that Mr. Ritter described in his study? 

A Not too much up the Peel 
River way because I gave up my Indian way of life quite 
early in my days, 19 years old. That's when I gave up 
hunting and trapping very much, but I've been up the 
river, I've been one time I was up the river to hunt. 

QO And you're familiar with 
many of the names that are mentioned? 


A Very much, every time, | 





although I've never seen the place I heard so much about 
it, it just give me exact spot where the places are. 

Q So you would say that 
Mr. Ritter is accurate in his study concerning where 
these place names are and what their names are? 

A Yes, although as I told 
you before I haven't been to many places, but still by 
the name I know exactly just whereabouts, with the 
Indian name. Some, as I told Judge Berger, that's 
since the Klondike Days, lots of these names have 
grown into English, they are changing, so we call them 
by English now and since when the R.C.M.P. patrol was 
working between Dawson and McPherson they have changed 


a lot of these names into white language,but still 
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oie Kibher § itt AneaG 
whenever they mention it in Loucheux, I just know 
exactly whereabouts it is. 

Q Thank you. 

A So it's no problem. 

THE COMMISSIONER: May I ask 
you a question, Mr. Sittichinli? What do you think of 
Mr. Ritter's pronounciation of these names, how is he 
doing? 

A Right on. 

(LAUGHTER) 
He: never leave one. word: out. On To. Vixryou listen, with 
this day you'll find out. 

MR. BELL: The exhibits for 
this panel, sir, are the statements of evidence and the 
appendices, and maps that you see on the wall there. 
Or a copy of the map that you see on the wall there. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You were 
going to, I think, enlarge on the -- 

. WITNESS RITTER: Yes, I was 
going to point out some of the details here. As you 
can see, here we have basically two sets of maps. The 
ones an the left are the provisional -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
before you go further, do you want Mr. Ritter to use 
a microphone? 

A The ones on the left are 
the ones in blue and white are 1:50,000 scale maps 

of the delta region; whereas the ones on the right are 
a2 250 7200 scale maps. Basically when we focused our 


attention on the Mackenzie Delta, which yo 
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can see up here, there wasn't room on these maps 
to cover -- to make allowance for all the names we 
had recorded. So on the left here basically this 
is Fort McPherson and covers the area above Fort McPher- 
son on the Peel down and it passes onto the Husky River 
around the points on the Peel to the Mackenzie. This 


is the Mackenzie flowing north and down toward the 


delta and eventually to Inuvik. 

However, let's look first at 
the map on the right because these will give you a gen- 
eral idea .We could review the sort of outline of 


areas of named territories. 


THE COMMISSIONER: You might jus 
point out where McPherson , and Arctic Red and Inuvik 
are on this map so we can orient ourselves. | 
A All right. This is not | 
very clear. Fort McPherson is right here. There's | 
Arctic Red River; Aklavik is down below, and Inuvik 
is somewhere right about here. To the right you have 
the Mackenzie River flowing from the south, and this 
is the whole Peel-Mackenzie Delta. This white 
area you see here is the background -- the backbone 
of the Richardson Mountains. If we look first at -- 
Q Is Old Crow on that map 
too? 


A Old Crow is over here on 


the lett At thes top weinave Crow Platetaawith all the 
lakes. If we look first at the Arctic Red River side 
you can see at the far north here this green and 


roughly 
white border represents’ the treeline, and the furthest 
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in Chief 
to the east name that we have named by the Arctic 
Red River people is the Anderson River, which is called 
Shryuh choo njik . Names in through this region, and 
this is Travaillant Lake right here. This is a fairly 
flat expanse of country and as I said in the presenta- 
tion, the name of the Arctic Red River people is 
Gwichyah Gwich'in and Gwichyah refers to a large flat 
expanse of land. 

The Arctic Red River itself 
Starts in this gene@al region and flows like this. Here 
is Old Martin House, right down to the mouth of Arctic 
Red on the Mackenzie, and basically everything to the 
right on the map is named by the Arctic Red River 
people. I don't have the boundary drawn because this 
is the only set of originals we have; but basically 


everything to the east of the line like this would be 


named by the Arctic Red River people. 

Now if we can focus our 
attention first on the Old Crow side, I'd like to point 
out that although we have names recorded, our art work 
is lagging somewhat behind. In fact the names we've 
recorded in this area have not yet been put on the 
maps. But basically those areas include of course all 
of Crow Flats , the area up the Porcupine River, the 
headwaters of the Porcupine and this region would be 
the Old Crow territory. 

Now what's left between, what's 
sandwiched in between are areas occupied by the Peel 
River people, and I don't know how well you can see from 


a distance, I suspect not very well; but the main course 
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in Chief 
Voingeup-riversisisemething like rthis: “You wind your | 
way up about here, and you have a Snake River flowing 
in. The next large river is the Bonnet Plume River. The 
next one is the Wind River. Then you have the Hart River 
and the Blackstone. On this side the Ogilvie, the 
headwaters of the Ogilvie. So basically all these rivers| 
flow south and collectively form the main body of the 
Peel. There's a bend right here and it flows down to 
the delta. | 


Now to briefly recap some of 





the points I ve made-in the concluding sections of the | 
report. Road River, which is located right here, 
called Vihtl'oo tshik in the native language, was a 


| 
Site of the first contact by Hudson's Bay people with 





the Peel River Band. It was here that John Bell 
met chief Vihshriiniintsaiti' and- discussed the 
possibility of erecting a fur trade post. 

At that time it was known that 
during the winters the Peel River Band spent most of 


its time in this upriver region, and through here. 





50 basically the headwaters of the Bonnet Plume, Ee 
Wind, the Hart, the Blackstone, this is,¢i6£ you like, 
as far as we can extrapolate, the ur-heimat of these people. 
™ fact their name for themselves, Teet'it Gwichin means 
"head of the water=:people" which refers to this general 
area. So by and large in winter this is where the | 
band spent its time hunting caribou. | | 
Along the course of the Peel 
here, just before the mouth of the Bonnet Plume, there's 


a place called the Peel River Canyon. In the native 
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Ritter & Sittichinli 
in’ Chie£t | 


| language it's called Chuu ale cereks Wananga 
| Literally it means hateful, hateful waters, rough hate- 
j ful waters. A very narrow stretch of the Peel, and 
above that right about here is a place called Khatainlaii ehdi', 
2 | and every spring the band would gather here and build 
| skin boats. Once the waters -- once the ide had broke 
7| up and the waters were flowing again they |would descend | 


3 the Peel down to this region and would spend the summer 





fishing at various points along this stretch of the | 





Peel. 
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In general, they did not exploit 
the lower sections of rid Peel region because of the 
hostilities that existed between them and the Mackenzie 
Eskimo. So again the chief suggested that the post 
COsbeSbadrlt Nere at Road “Riverp but fryuorder that) «the 
post serve the other groups as well, it was built 
approximately right here. 

During the first years that 
the post was open, the Peel River people still wintered 
in this region and fished in anes 6 this region. 
There were not immediately drawn into the fur trade 
and it was only much later towards the end of the century 
that they gradually began to shift in summer their base 

- PEesene day 

of activities further down towards’ Fort McPherson. 

So this pattern continued until 


about the time of the Klondike Gold Rush, namely winters 


in the upper Peel and summers in the lower Peel. Then | 


. Dawson City, which is down right here, was of course the 


e of all the gold rush activity,and there was a shift 
in eHONBaAg? they began to move into this general region, 
and would spend all of winter and spring in this 
region in the upper Blackstone and upper Hart, and here 
they would hunt, trap, and they would travel into Dawson 
and into the mining camps and sell meat and furs, and 
they were during that period of about 12 years, this 
was their locus. In summertime they would fish again, 
but only down the Klondike River. 

That pattern continued again 
until about 1917 or so when the price of muskrats shot 


quite high, and shifted back again into this region, 
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Ritter.& Sittichimi 
imeCh vet 


and began to hunt on an annual basis in the Mackenzie 


Delta for muskrats. 
Some of the places nnn I've 
mentioned I'd like to point out to you now. This is 
Peel River Canyon, again et are eae "hateful 
waters". It was here that the stone formation 
called shitdii was found. This is sort of fabled 
region, it's very, very much traditional country. Here 
is Hungry Lake or Van _ choo, it's called 
in Loucheux, and this area was quite actively trapped 
even inthe '40s. Further down, this region encircled 
here is Fdigii kak , this is a plateau which we 
described as being one of the caribou breeding areas, 
and this creek which flows along there and into the 
Peel Sistcalled Edigii »njik or Caribou River. 
The next major river is Trail 

Creek, it's fairly reasonable of a translation of Tr'atr'aataii tshi 
which is "people's trail" creek. The next one is Road 
Rave Marcalled “‘Vihtloostshils, fand Civahtisioo acbuccla, 
is flint. It was in the headwaters of this creek that 
flint was taken aboriginally and used for making fire. 

Paddle Creek or Taa'aii Khanjilnaii 
is right here. That was worthy of note because it's 
quite a distance, as you can see, from the Mackenzie 
for a group of outsiders to penetrate. It was quite a 
long trip, especially by canoe, I'm sure, against the 
cunrent. This apparently was a site of the Eskimos 
gathering to build themselves new paddles. 

. Another area named for Eskimos 


is a place right along here, called eneekaii techuuch'eil 
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REL ter a St tt aia 1 | 
In Chief 
| 


1 which means something like "Eskimos draw their bow 
| strings." So you can see there had been some intrusion 
: into this country by the Mackenzie Eskimos. 

The area of Rat Pass, which is 
5 || approximately here, is a well-travelled route, and it 


6 was in fact this route followed by some of the miners 





‘| in '98, Destruction City is roughly here, I think. 


The miners would make their way by portage over through 





9 Bell River, come down and could follow that route. 
10 || I'd like to point out one simplification we have made 


ri all along here, and that has to do with the area around 





12] tla Pierre House. It used to be aPfur"trading post.in 

13 the late 19th century, and in fact it was a fourth group 
14|| of Kutchin people who lived in this general region. We 

15|| know that they were called the Dagoo qwich'in and they 
16 || were never as populous as either the people who now 
17 || live in Old Crow or the ones who now live in Fort McPherson. 
18 || But by the end of the century the band had split up and 

19 || its few remaining members had affiliated either with the 
20] Fort McPherson Band or with the Old Crow Band. So there 
21 was this middle area, and in fact today this region of 

22] Eagle River flowing up this way has been exploited both 

Co eo people, trom Old “Crow and strom vort McPherson, There 

24]| is some overlap in land use in this area. 


200 The Caribou Fence region is 





26 up here. There are some others further up but we don't 


27] have the map for that region; but tthat njik 





23 Caribou Fence Creek is located in this area in the Rat Pass. 


29 There's another area along here called tthat? daii dha'aii 


30 which means "caribou corral opening" in this general 
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Ritter. &sSittichindi 
In Chief 


region. O.K., so basically if we use the place names 


for as long as we've known them. Again, I think we 
should look too to see where the border is here. Basi- 
cally the N.W.T. border and yukon goes something lke 
this and up like this, in which case we see that the 


Of ehe 
most’traditional Peel River country in fact is in ‘the 


we get a good overview of land occupied by these bands 


Yukon Territory. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Where does 


the border cut across the Peel again? 
A Approximately here, which 
I think is only 30-odd miles from Fort McPherson. 
Finally, sketsii va'an 
"the rock" supposedly opened by supernatural means, is 
located here. I'm sure every man, woman and child knows 
the story behind that formation. 


On the right again, this is a 





much more detailed map of the region extending from a 
few miles above Fort McPherson down to the mouth of the 
Peel and Mackenzie River. There are more names in the 
delta, we don't have them all sketched in yet. Husky 
Lakes, Fneekaii van', and here Again Ls. fort. MCenerson. 
So basically then 7 think from 
this complex, the composite areas named we gather a 
fairly clear picture of the extent of lands occupied 
by these bands. 


MR. BELL: Mr. RitterGand Mr. 


|Sittichinli are now available for cross-examination. 


MR. GOUDGE: Mr. Bayly is not 


bere, © notice. I think that would mean that Mr. 
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Ritter & Sittichinli 
Cross-Exam by Goudge 


Hollingworth is next. 

MR. HOLLINGWORTH: I have no 
questions. 

MR. GOUDGE: Mr. Steeves? 

MR. ‘STEEVES: I have no question 
Sure 

MR. GOUDGE: That leaves me, 


suri 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. GOUDGE: 

Q Mr. Ritter, I have one or 
two questions for you. I take it that basically you 
say two things to us about your research. First of all 
we can tell a certain amount about the intensity of 
land use from where the names appear on the map. 

A That’ Ss correct. 

Q And secondly we can tell 
something about the attitude of the people to the land 


from the kind of names they chose. 


A Indeed. 
©) Now, let me deal with the 
seconaepoint first. You categorized the names in your 


research into approximately ten sub-categories, as I 
read you. If you were to undertake a similar task for 
sayuthelpart Gfimthe world I come’ from, Southern Ontario, 
would you be able to fit the place names into those 
categories, or would you have to add other categories? 
A I suspect you might have 


to add other categories including the category of 


16necveres. (TSthink) ah lOtrof ! the’ categories which 
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Ritter &£& SLEtigninii 
Cross-Exam by Goudge 


I have used in describing the Peel River names would 
also hold for English names. I think most of them can. 
Q Yes, the honorary name 
category, if we can call it that, is one that you 
specifically point out. Are there any others that would 
occur to you as being of common place usage for example 
in Southern Ontario that you wouldn't find in the 
area that you studied? 
A NOE Ofthand, If 2 thought 
about it I might come up with something. I think in 
my own area of southern West Virginia, I know there 
that a lot of the creeks are named after wildlife, and 
also specific settlers that came into the region. There 
May be some working there that would not fit into these 
categories and might not hold for the Kutchin, but 


SOtihana P-can” t think Of any. 


Q Is it fair then todraw 
the parallel for West Virginia that when the places there 
were named attitudes towards the places being named 
were similar to the attitudes that you see exemplified 
by the choice of names in the area you've been telling 
us “about? 

A Vesp  ercnink, that's baurs 

Q Now, as to the first point 
you tell us about, that is the intensity of land use, 
just so we'll be absolutely clear I take it current 
land use is not necessarily revealed by the number of 
points you place on the map. 

A Nore. stank this is an 


important distinction that I'd Pike?) to make, that to 
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Ritter th S21 ClLGhin Lt 
Cross-Exam by Goudge 


1) borrow an analogy from linguistics, we speak of diacronic 


study is one that talks about history. 
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‘ studies and synchronic studies. Basically a diacronic 
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Ritter & Sittichini: 
Cross-Exam by Goudge 


0) What is that word sir? 

A Diachronic and synchronic; 
a synchronic study would be one dealing with the 
present-day status of language, so that a diachronic 
study of English would describe how we speak right now 
and a synchronic study of English would describe how 
we speak now and a diachronic study would deal with the 
history of the English language. 

O.K. In Similar fashion, I 
think that the place-name study is to be distinguished 
from a land use study on really the same basis that if 
you went to Fort McPherson today and did a survey of 
how the land was used, what regions; you would have a 
synchronic picture, an overview of present day land use. 
But that the place-name study is of a different sort. 

with the 
We're dealing here’ collective land use through time. 
What we end up with is a pretty good picture of the 
broad outlines of land use. 

Do you follow me? 

©) Yes. Collective land 
use. That is, the land use that has existed at some 


hime Or Ouher, not necessarily now. 


A Right: 
9) Now, one or two questions 
relating to specifics. You say on page seven of your 


prepared evidence that there are in your research a 
variety of specific water related names and land related 
names. Has it been your experience that there were names 
developed for larger regions in this study area? 


A Yes. So, for example, I've 
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Cross-kxam By Coudge 


sort of drawn out a distinction between the lower Peel 
regions and the upper Peel regions and in fact, people 
often refer to the area chuu tl*ait un and that basical- 
ly means "head of the waters". It's really another 
rendition of “ceetl tit and many stories start out 

with chu tie ot un "the people were moving"or 
something like that, or the people were hunting. 

So there's a general designa- 
tion for the upper Peel river areas, namely, Upper Snake, 
upper Bonnet Plume, Wind, Hart and Blackstone. 

Less specific than that, there 
is an area in Fagle Plains called dachan tshik 
which means -- no, I'm sorry dachan tr'ih at eile 
means “wooden scow" but is actually a large, fairly 


extensive flat-lands region. 


Q So the names are by no 


fie aml 





A No. 

Q ONe of the categories that 
you describe in breaking down your place names is that 
of personal names,.1f can call it) that. You break 
those down further into three parts, those who are alive 
now, those who were recently dead and those who are, 
so to speak, beyond the memory of anybody alive today. 
As between those three, are the more common personal 
names in the first category? That is, those who are 
alive now? 

A ¥@se 

Q I take it correspondingly 


the second most common would be those who are more 
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R2Cter S=Sittichine? 
Cross-Exam by Goudge 


1| recently deceased and the least commmon, those who are 


2|| long deceased? 
ay A Precisely. 
3 -- can we read anything at all into that for -- 


4 Q Yes. Does that indicate 
A What would you like to 
read into it? 

Q Well, for example, is it 
possible to read into that that the concept of identify- 
ing a piece of land with an individual is one of relatively 
recent origin? 

A I think subject to a few 
qualifications, that's probably the case. As I've 
noted, a number of creeks and areas in the Mackenzie 
Delta are named after individuals still alive and of 
course, that to some extent reflects the system of 
registered trapping zones which, as I know, began in 
the fourties. Elyah viteetskik, Elijah's Creek is in 
fact the area which he staked out as his muskrat trapping 
region thirty some years ago. 

@) Where you have that kind 
of individual identification, has it ever been the case 
in your experience thatthose names have altered as the 
user has altered? 


A 1. doen't know of any 





examples of that in the delta and I'm trying to think 

27 of regions further upriver. I know for example that 

281 john Charlie who now lives at Road River has only been 
29 there for -- how many years Jim would you say? 


30 WITNESS SITTICHINLI: I don't 
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Cross-Exam by Goudge 


| 
hitter & Sittichinli | 
just how many years. 

WITNESS RITTER: It was in the 
last thirty or fourty years, I'm sure and that's the 
one case I know of of where someone has moved into a 
region and I honestly can't say that I know of any new 
name that has supplanted "Road River", even though John 
Charlie has consistently made that his campsite. I've 
never heard it referred to as John Charlie 
Gr anything. Tt "Ss still called "Road River" or Viel’? oo 
tshils. So I don't rule out that possibility but 
I am at a loss right now to come up with an example of it 

Q Yes. Finally sir, I take 
Sir, I take it from your map there are recorded on the 
map only the names that you've researched but there are 
Other areas for which there are names that you've not 
yet assimilated into your project? 

A Well, in fact, there are 
some names which I am sorry to say are probably irretriev 
ably lost right now. TI made a brief passing reference 
to the area of the Peel River preserve. During the time 
of the Dawson gold rush, not all of the band shifted to 
the Yukon and a few families did stay behind, principal 
oné which was the Francis family, in fact 
from a line of chiefs and the Francis family stayed in 
the area of the Peel preserve and hunted beavers and 
didn't become involved at all in the activities of the 
Dawson gold rush. 

So, that area in the upper 
Preserve area is one for which we have a very, very few 
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names and at about the time“we had started this worl, = 
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Ruiter & Sittichinid 

Cross-Exam by Goudge 
had talked with old John Francis about sharing some of 
his knowledge of that area with us and the very week 
before we were to begin our work, he died of a heart 
attack. It so happens that' his widow was not really from 
that area. He had grown up there with his father and his 
brothers and sisters but he was the sole remaining 
Sibling of that group and none of his children were that 
familiar with the names. So, there's one area there 
that, I'm sorry to say, is gone. You know, had we been 
luckier and had John lived, we'd have been able to 
paint in as it were an even fuller picture of the terri- 
TOR. 

MR. GOUDGE: Thank you sir. 
Those are all the guestions I have. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Ritter, 
Miss Nahanni who gave evidence on Thursday has said that 
the lei people gave to the Mackenzie River was 
Deh-cho. That river would be known to the people of 
Arctic Red, that is the Kutchin, is there -- they would, 
DP taketity have aidifferentmiame fortthe river: but perhap 
you might discuss that for a moment and tell me whether 
these languages that the people speak -- the Indian 
people speak in this valley have a common root, whether 
they are related to each in any way? 


A Yes, they are very 


definitely related to each other. They are all members 
of the great Athabascan family. In fact, it's very 
fortunate almost really for educational reasons that all 
the languages of the Mackenzie Valley do belong to one 


family because in a way it's akin to say romance so that 
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Ratter & Sittichinl: 
Cross-Exam by Commissioner 


although Slavey is quite different fromLoucheux which 
is quite different Dogrib, they have very, very similar 
structures and it's certainly been my case that people 
who speak one or the other don't have that much 
difficulty or have not had much Af raoulLey win learning 
to speak the other languages as well. That's not to 
say that you or I could go from from Loucheux to Dogrib 
very easily, but speakers of the languages apparently are 
able to. | 

So, they are members of the 
Athabascan family and those languages are also spoken 
in central Alaska. In fact, most of the area encompassed 
by the Tanana Chiefs region is Athabascan country. 
It stretches further south into B.C. and Alberta. You 
have Carrier and Chilcotin and Beaver. Then, there's 
another pocket further south on the Pacific coast, | 
northern California, southern Oregon Hupa , and Wailaki | 

and languages of that sort and then the last group 

is a southwestern group which includes Navajo and Apache 
So, in fact, the languages spoken in the Mackenzie 
Corridor are genetically related to Navajo. 

So, basically, theyi ne all. 
from the same stock and they have very similar structures 

QO You said "genetically" 
related. 

A That's another one of 
these linguistic terms meaning "from a common origin", 
that the similarities the languages display result from 
a common origin and not from borrowing or aerial features 


QO Not from what? 
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RUCESY Syolttichinias :; 
Cross-Exam by Commissioner 


A Borrowing or aerial 
features. They are geographically contiguous. 

But to return to the name for 
the Mackenzie River in Loucheux, it's 
Nagwichoonjik which as best I can tell means some- 
thing like "big flowing river"; 

Q Yes. Some people in 
British Columbia call themselves Dene. Is that a word 
that reappears? 

A insLoucheéux, it's Dinjia. 
in central Yukon, it's Dun. iy tlavatoO, at = @ bene. 


It's the same word throughout. It means "man". 


Q With variance eee or ane 
to Gach) == 

A To each language. 

QO And itS meaning is "people 
in each, is it? 

A Yes. 

O ONe last question. Are 


these the languages of the Indian people in the Mackenzie 
related. to the language of the Inuit people in any way? 

A No way at all genetically 
in terms of ultimate relationships. In fact, one of 
the really interesting questions has been, are these 
languages related to anything on the other side of the 
Bering Straits and unfortunately, if you apply the 
kinds of criteria which have been say, used to establish 
the common origins of Indo-European. languages, there is 
no evidence at all that Athabascan is related to anything 


on the other side of what would have been the Straits at 
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Ritter & Sittichinli 
Cross-Exam by Commissioner 


the time. You know, it's been fairly carefully researche 
among certain Paleo-Siberian languages, but there's just 
-- if there are similarities, they seem to be quite 
accidental and nothing far-reaching and deep. 


| 
So, it seems as far back as 
we can push it, central Alaska is as far as it goes. 
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Ritter & Sittichinli 

Cross-Exam by Steeves 

Q So that the language, if 
it originated in Asia, has disappeared there. 

A it it did. There are 
no traces to this day that would confirm that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. 


Steeves? 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. STEEVES: 

Q There's a question I 
wanted to ask you, Mr. Ritter. Are you presently 
developing a curriculum for use in the schools in the 
Northwest Territories? 

A Yes, I'm working on some 
basic practical materials for use in teaching the 
language. We've got a new practical alphabet for the 
language, and we've done one small noun dictionary, 

since 


which has’been revised, and we hope to have another one 


out in another month or so. We have an illustrated 


rr 


children's dictionary, which is also ready to go to 
press, and so yes, we're working very actively in the | 
area of bilingual education. 

Q Well, @oes what you're doin 

effect a change in policy about education in the 
Territories? 

A Well, actually most of my 
own efforts are on my own, I have worked on occasion for 
the N.W.T. Department of Education but my work now is 
sponsored by the Yukon Territory Department of Education. 
But cenerally as. tfarvas, lecan tell, yes, there has been 


a very definite change in attitude on the part of the 
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Cross-Exam by Steeves 
educational authority not just toward the native lan- 
guages but the inclusion of aspects of traditional 
culture generally. Some might argue in fact not enough 
is being done,in fact, I would argue that, but at least -| 

THE COMMISSIONER: What would 
some argue? 

A I would argue that not 
enough has been done or is being done, my own efforts 
included. But there has been a shift in general policy 


and attitude at the say, departmen tal level. 





MR. STEEVES: Well, what you 
are doing now seems to be inconsistent with what I 
understood was the enunciated policy,which was that 
everybody in the north should be taught how to live in 
the south or in southern ways. ise that ‘so? 
A Well, I happen to know 
has 


that the N.W.T. been in some ways rather pioneering 


and innovative in its curriculum work over the last 





few years. I think certainly the time is long past 
when say native languages are completely ignored. 
I mean some work has been done. 

Q Well, what's the objective 
ofthetworkayou're’ doingyesoethatsa childiin Arctic) Red 


River can be bilingual, that is speak English? 


aims of my work, very much so. As regards the place 
name material, however, I think we lag behind & bit, 
because although we have the data, and we have the 
information) this,tis the seredq@ithing whichryou';could 


A That would be one of the 
give to a group of university students. But for 
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Cross-Exam by Steeves 


Material “Of this sort’ to be used in an elementary OG 
even a secondary classroom, we need slides, we need 
teaching strategies, we need a syllabus, so it's going 
to take a bit more work. We don't have everything 
done yet. It will be a while. 
MR. BELL: 

As I understand it, the 

educational system will be the subject of testimony 


by other witnesses later in Phase 4, 


THE COMMISSIONER: Could I just 


| 

| 
ask one thing? When I was in Old Crow, I went to the 
church service at the Anglican Church. Mr. Sittichinli, 
as a matter of fact, was conducting the service, and 
there was a hymn book in English and a hymn book in 


Loucheux. Now, what -- and an Anglican clergyman 


many years ago had done this, translated the -- I guess 


-it was the Book of Common Prayer, I don't know, a hymn 


book anyway, into Loucheux. Was that -- how do you | 
Pegarcde that particular hymn book, is it an attempt to 
do what you're doing here, to just renderin English | 
characters the sounds of the Loucheux words? 

A T'll say a few words 
about that, and I think maybe Jim will want to pick up 
on it becauge he's quite familiar with it. Of all the 
groups, the language groups in the north, only the 
Kutchin or the Loucheux have a tradition of native 
literacy. It was very mach the work of Archdeacon Rober 
McDonald who arrived on the scene approximately 1860 
that that's come about. Basically, the alphabet he did hi 
syllabary ;, by modern day standards, is very rough, and 


in some ways inadequate. However, people learned to 
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Ritter & Sittichinli 


Cross-Exam by Steeves 
use it to read it and write it and he had a number of people 


about fo 
é Years. thay did an 


to help him over the course of 
entire Bible translation, an entire Bible translation, 
which in spite of its orthographic peculiarities, is a 
beautiful piece of work. The passages that I've 

studied with some of the old people in McPherson 

Manage to capture some of even the poetry of the King | 
James Version. I méan as atranviation , it's an incredibl 
feat. Unfortunately, the alphabet he used, which is 
understood by the old people, is not necessarily | 
able to be followed by young people. So in fact my 
transcriptions and my alphabet differ quite considerably 
from his. However, that eradividn led to the translation 


of the entire Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, the 


hymns, the hymn book, and bits and pieces of other 


religious materials. But Jim is very familiar 
with this work and can read the Bible as well as you 


or I read English. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, thank 


you very much. Do you want to add anything, Mr. 





Sittichinli, to what Mr. Ritter has said? 

WITNESS SITTICHINLI: Well, 
like I said, the Peel River, it's the only language | 
that is written down in where I come from. Now as my 
friend here mentioned, there is Gwichyah gwich'in, Red River 
people and Teetl'it gwich'in, Peel River, and Van tat gwitch'in, Old 

Crow. At the time whenArchdeacon McDonald was doing the work 
of translating the language, we had three different 
dialects, and the Red River peopie were the main 


dialect, and that's what our book was translated into, 
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Ritter & Sittichinli 
Cross-Exam by Steeves 


Now, I can't pronounce all their words, but to pronounce 
their words means real words, and that's ~- he has -- 
my dad helped with the translation when he was just a 
young man, he come from Arctic Red River and when 
Archdeacon McDonalc was working to ppanga ate the Bible 
he asked them what this word means, and the people 
would give their word. 

"Oh no," he said, "that's not 
the word." 

He would give his 
word, md "Oh no, that's not the right word". Red River 
would give the word and that sounds more like what it 
meant. So that's how we got our written language, mostly 
in the Red River language which pronounced their words 
very fully and that's how our Bible is written. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very 
much, Mr. Sittichinli. Can I just ask you one last 
question, Mr. Ritter? In the -- there's a paper that 


«K 


is put out in the Eastern Arctic somewhere that is a 





| 


| 


rendering, I take it, of the Eskimo dialect in the Eastern 


ARctic in symbols or Syllabics f think they're called. 


That's a technique that Archdeacon McDonald didn't adopt. 
WITNESS RITTER: 


A It's a very good thing he 
avdn 

Q Well -- 

A I mean it's hard enough 


as it as.. 1 wouldielike toa say just offhand that you know 
one of the defining characteristics of Loucheux, in 
fact Athabascan generally is an incredible richness of 


consonant sounds and I think Loucheux probably takes the 
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Rittey CeSitticninis 
Cross-Exam by Steeves 


trophy in that regard, and there are all sorts of 
contrasts we don't simply have in English, and although 
I think syllabics have proved to be useful with certain 
Eskimo dialects, in Eskimo you have a relatively simple 
consonant system. However, I think if you tried 

to adopt that into Loucheux, the results would be 
pretty horrendous. This is my guess. So I'm glad he 


stuck with Roman symbols. 


Q I thought those were 
Arabic symbols. 

A Pardon? 

Q Aren't those Arabic symbols 
in our alphabet? 

A It's called Romanized. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I see. 
Well, I'd better stop asking questions. Well, thank 
you both very much and I think we all appreciate this 
insight that you have given us into the use of these 
place names by the Loucheux people. So thank you Mr. 
Ratter and Mr. Sittichinia. 

(WITNESSES ASIDE) 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think 

we'll adjourn for coffee now. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 3 P.M.) 
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D.G. Simpson 
In Chief 
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT) 

MR. BELL: Mr. Commissioner, 
I'd like to introduce you to Mr. Donald Simpson, who's 
our next witness. 

DONALD SIMPSON, sworn: 

DLRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BELL: 

Q Mr. Simpson, you are the 
Director of Education Research for the International 
Development Research Center? 

A Neserl fame 

Q Could you tell us what 
the International Development Research Center is please? 

A Tt's a federally funded 
body which operates as an International Crown Corporation 

with an Intternational Board of Directors and an 
international staff, concerning itself with the problems 
of development in the Third World. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Funded by 
the Government of Canada? 

A Federally funded by the 
Government of Canada. 

MR. BELL: Briefly reviewing 
your qeducatlonprsixn,tyou fhaveeapp sks “fsom the Western 
University, a High School Assistant's Certificate from 
the ONtario College of Fducation,an M.A. from the 
University fofhWestern, Ontarzoveand acPh.Ds "“fromithe 
University of Western Ontario? 

A Rac hikes 

QO Prom 1857 <to 1b964, «you 


were a teacher of history and chemistry at Sir Adam Beck 
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1 Secondary School. | 
2 A That's right. 
3 Q In London, Ontario? 
4 A Yes. 
5 QO oir eho Gly '62 and. "64 ; 


6 you were a critic teacher in history at the Ontario 


College of Education Summer School at London? 





were the Executive Secretary of the Canadian Committee of 


8 A Yes. 

9 QO From 1965 to the present, 
19 you ie been an Assistant Professor in the History of 
11 Education Department at Althouse College of Education 
12 of the University of Western ONtario. 

13 A That's: Correct. 

. Q In 1966 and '67, you 

15) were the Chairman of that Department? 

16 A Yes. 

1? Q From August of 1972 to the 
18 present, you've been on leave to the International Develop- 
19 ment Research Center? 

20 A Yes. 

21 Q In 1967 and 1968, you 

22! were the Director of the C.U.S.O West Africa Orientation 
23 Program and Co-ordinator for West Africa? 

24 A Thetis right. 

=>) Q You are the Executive 

26 Secretary of the Office of International Fducation at 

271 the University of Western Ontario? 

28 A Yes. 

me Q From 1960 to 1966, you 

30 
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Operation Crossroads , Africa? 
A Yes. 
O From 1960 to 1972, you were 
a member of the Executive Committee of that organization. 
A ‘Yes, I was. 
O You are a founding member 
and former President of the London Branch of the 
African Students Foundation. 


A Yes. 
0 From 1962 to 1964, you were 


a Vice-president of the African Students Foundation 
National Committee. 

A Yes. 

Q In 1969, you were a 
delegate to the Annual Meeting of the Society for Inter- 
national Development in New Delhi. 

A Yes. 

@) In 1971, you were the 
Chairman of the NOrthern Education Committee at the 
University of Western Ontario. 

A Yes. 

QO From 1970 to 1972, you were 
the Chairman of the London Board of Education Curriculum 
Committee. 

A Yes. 

QO in 1970 to 19/71, you. were 
a member of the board of the Canadian Bureau of Inter- 
national Education. 

A Yes, I was. 


@) You are the organizer and 


| 
| 
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director of the Cross-Cultural Resource Center at the 
University of Western ONtario. 

A Yes. 

Q From 1974 to the present 
you've been the Co-Chairman of the Dene Land Claims 
Southern Support Group. 


A Yes. 


Q In addition, you have 
field experience in various countries in Asia, Africa, 
the Car ibbean and northern Canada. 

A And Latin America. 

0 And Latin America. Would 
you please proceed with your evidence sir? 

A Mr. Commissioner, I've 
both heard and read some comments of concern about the 
interference of non-native southern academics into 
the affairs of the north,so I guess I sit here with some 
concern because I can be accused of being all three of 
those. I also sit with some concern because, having been 
brough t here from London, Ontario I assume that I'm 
supposed to say something useful in the next half-hour, 
and yet if I start going off on some wild exaggerations 
I am sure the learned counsel sitting here will be ready 
to bring me back down to earth. 

I guess I feel a little bit 
as Mike did lying on his death-bed when the priest rushed 
into administer the Last Rites and said "Well Mike, have 
you made your peace with God and renounced the Devil?" 
To which Mike replied "Well, I've made my peace with God 


but I'm in no position to antagonize anyone". 
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With that as an introduction 


I will give the comments that I have prepared for today. 


In 1960, I first travelled out- 
side North America to live in an African village and 

to work with the villagers in,manual labor as they 

sought to prepare themselves for independence. Since 


then, I have returned regularly to live and work in 


and as an administrator of an aid agency. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 

fe) Fxcuse me. What is an 
a0. 


A By an "aid agency", I 


various parts of the Third World as a laborer, a teacher 
mean one of a donor agency supplying funds to a developin 





COUNTEY. | 
Q A-I-D doesn't stand for | 
anything? | 
A It doesn't stand for any | 
m@rganization, no. | 
Q I'm sorry. 
A Tt"s jargon, sir. Since 


is 
ment Research Center which’an aid agency, a federally 


| 
1972, I have been working for the International Develop- 
funded agency which concentrates on the problems of 
development in the Third World. 

The agency owes much of its 
early initiative to Lester B. Pearson who served as the | 
first chairman of its Board of Governors. | 

My responsibility is for their 
education research program and in this capacity, I 


travel regularly to Asia, Africa, Latin America and the 
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Caribbean. 

It has always seemed incongruous 
to me to be flying around the world working on develop- 
ment issues if I was not at the same time concerned about 
Similar issues in my own country. Indeed, it was through 
visiting African students in the early '60's that I 
first came to know the native people of southwestern 
Ontario. Mention was made of my involvement with the 
African Students Foundation and the first groups of 
Africans that we had coming in the early '60's when I 
asked them what they wanted to do, what they wanted to 
see, they surprised me by saying they wanted to see an 
Indian reserve and at that time, I had never been on an 
Indian reservation and I had to start doing some explorin 
for myself in my own community. 

So, it was through these African | 
students that I first came to know the native people of | 
southwestern ONtario and I have worked with some of them 
ever since. In 1969, as has been mentioned, I founded 
the Cross-Cultural center at the University of Western 
Ontario which brings together material and people from 
around the world and which includes the native resource 
center directed and staffed by native people. 

In 1969, I visited the Northwest 
Territories for the first time when I came to Yellowknife 
for the Northern Communications Conference and 1970, IT 
was in the Keewatin engaged in seminars for settlement | 
Managers. Since then, I have been making frequent visits 


and in 1974 I was asked by the Dene to serve as an unpaid 
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volunteer for them in the south. I wish to stress that 
I am here on my own time and am making this presentation 
as private individual and not as a representative of the 
International Development Research Center. 

From this introduction, .4% .snoul 
be clear that I have never lived in the north for a 
long period. However, I have been constantly struck by 
the similarities between some problems both in inter- 
personal relations and in development work both here in 
the Canadian north and throughout the former colonial 
world. My presentation then is not meant to be a thoroug 
analysis of the history and development of the former 
colonies and the north. Rather, it is mainly a personal 
account of some experiences in the Third World which may 
have parallels in the Canadian north and which may help 
some people to better understand the feelings expressed 
and positions taken by the native people towards their 
land and the proposed pipeline. 

During the past 16 years, I 
feel I have learned a great deal about colonialism 
as it has been practised both in Asia and in Aklavik. 
A good deal of it is the sad story of man's infinite 
capacity for greed but that is for others to recount. 
And as part of their case in this section of the Inquiry, 
the Dene have had people document some of these examples. 

I would rather concentrate on 
the efforts of the colonized people to be self-sufficien 
and the efforts of some members of the dominating group 
to aid them in their development. In spite of the good 


intentions of these people, their actions often bred 
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PEP FLY 


Da Gai semeson 
anger, confusion and disappointment, both within the 
groups and across the cultural groups. The question is, 
how does one explain this? 


(QUALIFICATIONS AND FVIDENCE OB DONALD G. SIMPSON 


MARKED AS EXHIBIT #606) 
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Let us look first at the people 
of the newly independent countries. So many of them 
lack confidence in themselves. They shied away from thei 
own literature, poetry and drama and continued to teach 
the European experience. Their history had been 
denied them and many were afraid to resurrect it. They 
still behaved as if white man were the expert and could 
be relied on to make all the best judgments. Well 
educated as some of these people were, intellectually 
they were often still dependent on the Europeans 

Millions of others in these 
countries, faced from birth with a constant problem of 
economic survival, had developed a feeling of helplessnes 
and of not belonging, matched with a strong sense of per- 
sonal unworthiness. I would not wish to suggest that 


this was the condition everywhere in the former colonial 


territories, but where it existed it presented difficulties 


for people in those societies who saw that having a clear 
sense of identity was a crucial step in improving their 
lives. Their work was not aided by well-meaning outside 
who came in convinced that the way to progress was to 
turn all the peoples of the world into a homogeneous mass 
functioning with western values. In many places, the 
outside development expert attempted to replace the 
traditional culture with a western one through the intro- 
duction of modern technological means, new organizational 
forms wes WE AeSTSSTCA Orientations. When some people in 
these former colonial societies began to suggest that 


their educational system should grow out of their own 


culture and out of their own environment, they were 
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told even by some of their own people that this would 
be a backward step which would lead them into an intel- 
lectual ghetto. They would be cutting themselves off 
from access to the University of London or Harvard or 
even the University of Western Ontario. 

A young West Indian girl who 
graduated from Western University in recent years was 
viewed as a radical in her home town school when she 
advocated that each year the children should read at 
least one West Indian novel. In one classroom I remem- 
ber visiting, a classroom where the students were dealing 
with a West Indian novel, I saw a student come to a | 
section where the author had the characters speaking 
to each other in the local dialect, and the student 
reading to the class translated the dialect into the 
Queen's English before reading it aloud, because she had 
had it drummed into her that all local dialects were 
inferior. 

In another country I was asked 
by the Education Ministry to evaluate an educational 
proposal put forth by twolocal teachers whom I knew and 
admired. I reported favorably on their project and 
then was asked by the Ministry if I would come and 
participate in a summer workshop on the topic. I ex= 
pressed surprise as they had such capable people in their 
own system. Their answer was that the teachers would 
pay more attention to my opinion because I was a white 
expatriate. Here again we are talking about the 
problems of cultural identity. 


When I first went to English- 
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speaking West Africa, these countries thought they had 
achieved a major success if their complete school system 
was functioning in English, and in, the various countries 
you would have them comparing each other and say, "Well, 
we're down to Grade 3 now, and next year we're going 
to wetmdown so. Grade-»2, “ ye they got down to kindergar- 
ten they thought they had made a very successful system. 
Yet by the end of the 1960s major problems had begun to 
arise, in attitude, discipline and dropouts, even in the 
ability to read English, and today for both pedagogical | 
and cultural reasons the early school years in most of 
these countries are now carried on in the local language. 
We often say that we want to 
treat others as equals. My feeling is that you cannot 
make a man your equal. You cannot reach across the 
table, shake his hand and say, "You are my equal." 
Two of you can only be equals when each of you believes | 
ie If all the standards of excellence are from outside 


of the child's experience and foreign to his family, 





then you are putting two strikes against him to begin 


with. zan think of another case of being in Sierra 


Leone talking to a group of young children about some 
progress on airport construction. Their answer was, 

"Tt will get done when the whites do it." They obviously 
felt that there wasn't anyone in Sierra Leone who could 
do it the way the Europeans could do it. 


Contrast that with a young boy 





of perhaps 11 or 12 who guided me around Ibadan, Nigeria, 
when I first visited there in 1960. This boy belonged 
to the Yoruba nation -- perhaps I should stress the 


word "nation", it's part of the country of Nigeria but 
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the groups consider themselves clearly as nations, the 

Ibo nation, the Hausa Netion, the “Fulani 
nation, the Yoruba nation. He belonged to the Yoruba 
nation, a group who had clung tenaciously to their 
language, art, poetry and aches aspects of their culture. 
He asked me at the end of my stay there, as I was heading 
home, how I had enjoyed myself in Nigeria. 


I said, "I had a fascinating 





time but that the amazing thing to me had been how well 
his people had treated me in spite of the fact that 
every day in their newspaper they were reading reports 
on how badly blacks were being treated by whites in 
North America." 

The answer of this young boy to 
me was, "Well, why shouldn't they? Its not your fault 
that you were born white instead of black." 

Again a sense of attitude, a 
sense of identity. He was suffering from no feelings 
of inferiority and the two of us could speak in a sense 
as equals. 

When I first came to Northern 
Canada the thing that struck me the most was the similar- 
ities between problems being expressed here and problems 
being expressed in the Third World. In the developing 
countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America great amounts 
of money were being spent on education, consciously or 
unconsciously that was aimed at making the Indian childre 
just like white Southern Canadian children. Some 
native people had a sense of hopelessness and others 


still had not given up and were seeking ways to retain 
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or regain their language, their history, their self- 


respect. SO many discussions I had withnative people 
here in the north took me back to the discussions I 
had with people in Africa or Asia. 

On the other side where the 
government administrators, the best of whom were 
expressing the same kind of frustration of people who 
engaged in the AID agencies working overseas, comments 
like, "Well, if the local people were only smarter, would 
only work harder, then our efforts to help them develop 
would surely pay off." 

Besides the common frustrations 
there were some clear similarities in organization betwee 
the Canadian north and the former colonies about which 
I have been talking. First in economic terms the 
basic characteristic of most colonial economies is a 
combination of subsistence food-getting (here in the 
north being hunting and fishing) with the export of raw 
materials (furs and minerals). Manufacturing industry 
is conspicuously absent. One also sees the ethnic 
division of the population into people of Indian or 
Inuit descent on the one hand and whites on the other, 
with the latter holding nearly all the positions which 
Carry power, money and prestige. The parallels in this 
case with other colonies are obvious. 

Lastly, the north is colonial 
in political terms as both thewhites and native populatio 
would agree, although for somewhat different reasons. 

The whites argue for a responsible representative 


government within a provincial framework, while the natives 
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go further and argue against a form of government alien | 
to their own system which they feel is being forced on 
them, 

My reason for drawing these 
rough parallels is to show that while the situation in 
the north is not exactly the same, as in the former 
British or French colonies, there are enough similarities 
to make it quite understandable for the native people 
to look to the Third World or the developing world for 
possible solutions, suggestions, and support. To my 
mind this move is a natural me, and rather than being 
angered or frightened by it, the Federal and Territorial 
Governments should see it as a positive step on the 
part of the native people. Indeed, the government shoujd 
also realize that some of the problems and frustrations 
have been the same all the way from India. to Inuvik 
then perhaps there are some lessons for the north which 
can be gained from the experience of Canadian efforts to 
assist development in other parts of the world. 

Let us look for some of those 
useful insights. The late '50s and early '60s was 

he development of 

the beginning of large aid agencies in the western world 
to assist the Third World. It wes an exhilarating period 
for those of us interested in international development. 

For one thing I think at that time we felt to a great 
extent that we knew how to develop an under-developed 
country. I think the western world was much more cocky 
and confident in 1957 than we are now. You may interrupt 
to ask, "What did we mean by *development'?" 


If we were honest with ourselves 
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in that period we would have said that, "It means as 


much as possible making their lives like ours." 
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Development as it is often 
practised, I would say is one ofthe politer terms for an 
age-old process. It is the polite modern form of the 
process where the people of one culture arrange the 


affairs of the people of another culture and the arrange- 


ment is usually done in the former's image. The outsider 


then, had a mixed bag of intentions, some good, some 

bad. We wanted them to accept the wage economy, improve 
their health standards. We wanted to Christianize them. 
We wanted to educate them. Educate them for what? 

Well, the cynics would say "Educate them to want the 
goods and services we had to sell". Educate them, in 
Other words, to become more efficient consumers. 

There were many who were not 
cynical however, about the goals of our development work 
in the Third World in the '60's but many of these people 
also saw modernization and the development of groups of 
people as a process mainly dependent on three factors and 
the three factors are these; economic inputs, manipula- | 
tion of the environment and technological innovations. 
The implicit assumption appears to have been that given 
the correct mix of these three variables, the desired 
human behaviorial changes would follow almost automatical 
Ve 

Now, assuming that the eastern 
or western nations were seriously interested in the 
economic and social development of the Third World 
countries and as you've heard from earlier testimony, 
that's a big assumption to make. But let us assume that 


they were seriously interested. Let us look at some of 
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the results of this approach to development. If we want 


CO 100K mc Speci iic. projects , at might be weeftulvto 


look at a dam project, both because dams are very spectacu- 


lar and because we seem to have a great attraction for dam 


in our development programs that we operate overseas. 

But the dam project to which 
I wish to refer is not one in which Canadian aid was 
involved. I speak of the giant Aswan dam which was to 
repay its billion dollar cost in two years. It was to 
double Egypt's national income in ten. It was to save 
her growing population from starving and serve as a 
beacon of progress to light the Arab world. What have be 
the results? 

The high dam's target was to 
generate 10 billion kilowatts of electric power a year, 
reclaim 1.3 million acres of the desert and end the Nile' 
Plocdssmery 2974 1t. was stilluonly producing, 3.8, bil ion 
kilowatts rather than the ten, mainly because only a 
fraction of the potential power could be used. The other 
turbines still await the new plants and industries which 
are for the most part still only vaguely envisioned. 

Much of the desert soil has 
proven unsuitable for reclaiming by irrigation. Freed 
of its silt and sediments, the Nile now flows far more 
rapidly than it did in the past with its earthen load. 
Now it undercuts the bases of every bridge along the 
way, scours out its bed and alters its ancient pattern 
of flow. To prevent destruction of the three check 
dam downriver and the 550 bridges spanning it, ten new 


barrier dams costing a quarter as much as the original dam 
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will have to built, and soon. Many of the bridges will 


have to be replaced in any 


case. 


One of the most paradozical, 


bizarre results of the construction of this dam is 


the need for costly nitrate and phosphate plants, which 


are now required to make millions of tons of fertilizer 


to replenish the natural sources that had been presented 


freely to man by the annual floods of the Nile. 


The Nile's load of sediments 


is gone. So are the crustaceans and the fish that fed 


on them and supported in turn a major fishery for Egypt, 


18,000 tons a year of invaluable fish protien. 


The reduced total flow of water 


means reduced ground water. 


This will have an increasing 


affect on the amounts of salt that accumulates in the 


soil. The result is saltation and it's a bane to 


farmers living near the sea or using desert soils and 


Egypt has both of these. 


In Wadi Hifa, a city of 75,000 


and chief settlement of the northern Sudan, the people 


were asked, lectured, then ordered to leave their 


ancient city for agricultural wealth in a happy new 


farm community. They left 


at gunpoint only to sneak 


back after the saw, as their leaders had prophesied that 


the lake would not reach its planned height. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me 


Dr. Simpson, that's the lake behind the dam? 


A 


Q 


That's Fight. 
Lake Nasser is it? 
Yes, it is. 


That extends back into the 
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1 Sudan. 


| 
2 | A It extends to the Sudan 


3 and has not gone up nearly as far as they had anticipated 





But the society and social 
5 fabric, poor as it was, has been torn and disrupted. 
6 | Today, these people are scattered and demoralized, 


7 | lives uprooted, half resettled, half refugees in 





8} their own homes. 





There are other impacts equally 
10 severe, disease for example. Bilharzie, a snail borne 
Il! disease, is the modern plague of Egypt. It had been 


12 removed and people had felt that this disease was no 
longer existent, but no longer did the desert begin to 


14 receive water from the newly impounded Lake Nasser than 
15 snails followed, became infected from human sources and 

16 || pilharzia was re-established once again in Egypt. 

17 | | 


My point is not to suggest that 
13 there have been no positive results from the dam. Obvioug- 
19 ly, there have been. Nor to blame any one group of 
29 outsiders for the problems. Rather, I wish to point out 
21] the results of a thought process and I emphasize "a 
22 thought process", that feel that large scale development 
23 can solve most of our problems. Most of the ecological 
24 and human disasters I have listed had been anticipated 


usually by specialists in areas such as anthropology, 





sociology, soil science, epidemiology, public health or 
27 by the ecological generalist. But as Donald Heyneman wrot 
“8 in the Magazine "Science Forum", 
29 None of these scientists or advisers had the strengt 
30 


or the influence to be heard at governmental or 
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policy levels. Meanwhile, we all watch with 
paralysed horror while the integrating forces of 
human society in Africa and elsewhere come apart 

in the face of single-tracked ramrod solutions that 
erode, then erase our environment." 

0 Excuse me Dr. Simpson, 
who is Donald Heyneman? 

A He's a science writer for 
the United Nations. 

In other cases, new dams dis- 
placed fishermen and tried to turn them into farmers 
overnight without success and I could talk if any of 

because 
you were interested in further details I spent a year 
visiting some of those villages and watching the frantic 
attempts to handle these people who had been uprooted 
from their life as fishermen and pushed into a farming 
community. 

Q We're no longer in Egypt? 

A No, these are other 
examples. This particular one is the dam that Canada 
was involved in, the Volta dam in Ghana, built particular 
ly to give Kaiser Aluminium enough power to run its plant 

Yet another example, the people 
who were supposedly to benefit from a dam were flooded 
from their lands and forced to move to the cities where 
they remained a marginal group and added to the staggerin 
urbam problems. 

So often one of the advantages 
of these projects is supposed the jobs they will provide 


for the local people. They are enticed out of their 
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villages to work on these major projects. With all the 
capital equipment the project is now finished in record 
time and the outsider and his technology moves away, 
often leaving the people who have been torn from their 
subsistence life partially trained in some little skill 
area and left with nothing to do. 

Let me quote from a recent 
letter sent to me by a United Nations official in which 
he gives yet another example of a development project 
that ignores the impact of a large project on the local 
inhabitants and I quote: 

"The usual tender loving care was devoted to such 
questions as dam location, structure, size, capa- 
city in cubic meters of water and megawattage, 
generator types, phasing in,electricity market, 
etc. But one aspect is only now coming to light 


after approval of the scheme. 1200 Amerindian 


families will be displaced by the reservoir. Hope- 


fully, there is time to plan with them for the new 


kind of life they can have but as usual, the human 


planning has to catch up with the physical, technica 


economic planning." 
Now if this has happened in so 


many other countries then it seems wise for the native 


people to be very wary of large scale development project 


which are touted as being a solution to their future 


financial worries. Large scale resource development 


projects may not be the panacea they are often described 


to be. Are they the only form of development viable in 


the north? Are there alternative forms of development th 
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could be viable and more useful to the native people? 
The multi-national companies which are involved in 
large scale development projects in the Third World or 
in northern Canada are concerned with maximum profits 
and for the most part, do not’ usually enjoy suggestions 


of alternative forms of development which suggests a 


slower rate or smaller scale. Developers have been slow 


in include local people in their project planning. 
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| YoulmighteaskoAm=1 | 
i picturing all the people involved in these | 

| development decisions as villains?" Not at all. Although 
4 | some are operating clearly without concern for the local | 
5 society, we should acknowledge the many people in | 
6 | government service, in corporations or in the | 
5) international AID agencies that pursue their work with 

, | good intentions. Why is it then that they hesitate to 

| listen to the local people when they describe how they | 
a would solve a problem. Good white people have behaved 
a this way -- again, I would say in communities all the way 
12 : from Nigeria to Norman Wells. Let us examine the forces 
J at work here for it would appear that our concepts of | 
14 development can have some close relationship to the | 
15 | cultural group to which we belong. The problem is that | 
16 | too often we do not really accept this as the basis for | 
17 : our disagreement. 
13 The settlement manager | 
i9 | in the Canadian north who is having difficulty moving 
39 ahead with a development programme for the community | 
5 |) may find himself asking the question, "Is it the | 
52 community's fault or is it my fault that things are not | 
| working?" Unless he is a masochist it seems to me he is | 
of likely to eventually conclude that it is the fault of the | 
a people in the community. In his mind, he feels if only 
a they were more energetic, interested and intelligent his 
27 projects would be working. Is he prepared to face the | 
39 i fact that the development goals and the methods to reach | 
25 them which seem reasonable to him may in fact not be 

aa reasonable to somebody of another culture? 
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| 
| 
avineeeen Geo. Z2026 | 
Melville Herskovits, the 
noted anthropologist has said that "our models of 


development take for granted the universality of 


psychological and social responses -- the universality 


| 
| 
| 
Of psychological and social responses, which when 
comparatively and historically considered are found 
to characterize the pecuniary societies of Europe and | 
America to a degree not found outside of these an ieoneee' | 


In other words, the universality is really not there, 


although most of our concepts of development assume that 





the universality is there. 
Most people the world 
over only really understand some of the aspects. of the 


culture in which they are born in. So I would imagine 


some of us, for example, tend to see the world from 

the viewpoint of middle-class, English speaking Canada 
and are influenced largely in our attitudes, decisions 
and behaviour by our own history, our own tradition and | 


our own social and economic patterns. Too often we see 


our way of life as being the only logical and correct ee 





For many Canadians then, 
the history of the world has been seen from a purely | 
western point of view. Global development has been | 
interpreted largely as the history of Europe, then North | 
America, with events in other areas too often explained 
purely in terms of their significance to Europeans or North 


Americans. The illusion has been created that world 


| 


history can best be interpreted in terms of the western | 


experience, that this western interpretation is sufficient 


if not wholly exhaustive, and that our resulting value 
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In Chief 


system embraces everything that really matters. | 
To digress from the paper 
just for a moment, working this past week with a group 
of teachers in Ontario on this issue. We've taken a 
book where we've asked people in different cultures to 
write the dates, the- outstanding dates in world hastory. | 
and it is fascinating to watch what the Arabs write as 


compared to what the Frenchmen write,as compared to what 





the American writes. I assume that if you were to ask 


people in this area to write the important dates in 


world history you again would get a significantly ca 
list. Yet, we go on teaching. We go on operating as if | 
we all agree what the significant events in world | 
| 
historyyhave been. | 
THE COMMESSIONER:. You challenge 
the notion that history is what has happened to us and : 
I understand that. Do you recall reading a few years 
ago an article by, I think his name is Hugh Trevor-Roper | 
about the last days of Hitler, I think he is a : 
distinguished English historian. ee 
A Mhat “s .right’. 


Q He supported that notion | 


that nothing that had occurred in countries of an oral 





tradition really did matter, that it was the impingement 
on the west, of the west on the rest of the world that 
really constituted the main thread of history and that 


people in the west shouldn't be apologizing for adopting 


that point of view. Let me just ask you two things. I 
don't know whether you are familiar with that article but 


is "that ta*pointsof view that .is --= you're a historian, I 
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In Chief 
take: it? 
A Right. 
Q Is that a point of view 


that is widely held by historians? 





A I think it is very widely 
held by historians and I aoe attack the point of view 
that says, you know, really what I would say is history | 
is the interpretation of the world as we've agreed upon 
it at the moment in,our ,society,. .But then stotgo from | 
that step to assume that that is the interpretation of | 
the whole world, to make history a pure science in that | 
sense to me iS a major mistake. And it is only recently 
that the African historians have been able to fight back 
| valiantly and get us to realize the cultures that existed 
| you know, in pre-European times in Western Sahara, the 
Pulana Empires and the great learning that went ) 
on there, the great art work but it was passed on by 


| an oral tradition so it was not something that we would 


I pick Mpoa lt, was not pant, of Gum approach: # ait, didnt 





explain our idiosyncracies; therefore, it is not what 
we write about in our history books. 


O I understand that and 


I understand the thrust of your paper and I'm sure 





' everyone here regards it as important to consider the 
position you take. I remember at the time being rather | 
; x adamant | 
Surprised that T*¥evor-Roper would be as on | 
| that question as he was. He suggested that the impingement 
'of the west on these other peoples was a most significant 


|event in their history too and if they didn't know 





|it and treat it as such, they should. However, you carry 


fon.= Dont let. me. interrupt. 
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A I would challenge that 
point and but only the future will tell” us*whether he 
was right or others who challenge him are right because 
the period of the western impingement on that society is 
a very brief span when you look at the whole history 
of their society. | 

In recent years I found 


that more and more efforts are being made to build 





bridges across cultures and to show people within them 
that illusions of racial and intellectual superiority | 
are the product of ignorance, naivete or propaganda. In 
cross-cultural education, a culture is seen basically as 


an adaptive mechanism. It is the way in which people have 





adapted to their own particular conditions in order to 
survive. | 

The many conditions involved -- 
social, economic, physical, etc. have obviously varied 
greatly from one society to another. The cultures which | 
people have developed therefore also take many | 
forms. Customs which may seem strange to some Canadians | 
nevertheless make very good sense to the people who use 
them. They are, in fact, viable alternatives to the ones 
we use ourselves. 


A number of years ago I 





attended a conference discussing international AID held | 
at the University of Calgary and for two days the so-called 
experts from North America kept telling each other 

what should be done, where it should be done and how. 


Finally at one point in the discussion, a gentleman in 


| 
| 
the audience rose and asked if we would define our terms 
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D.G. Simpson 
In Chief 





more canetullysnnindscat ing ethat vyhe iwasralibirologist he 


explained that in his field the initials AID., AID, stood 





for artificial insemination by donor. He wanted to know 

if that was what we were talking about. Well, we all had 

a good laugh but the more we thought about it the more 

we began to wonder if indeed that was actually what we 

were talking about. That in so many of our AID programmes, 
| 


we were talking about artificial insemination by donor. 





The more we struggled with 
these issues, the more we realized that a forced approach 
to development had not worked very well around the 
world. The change towards: a different lifestyle for 


greater well-being and dignity cannot in the long run 


be imposed upon people unless that is, you want to run 
an absolutely authoritarian government. No matter how 
polite and sincere the outsider may be, development 
policies and forms of organization cannot be imposed eroi| 
outside -- can be introduced; yes, imposed, no. I am 
convinced that the real dynamic for change has to come 
from within, and ideas from outside when they are 
recommended insistently against local wishes, will usually 
acquire a bad image and become unpopular no matter how | 
constructive and positive the idea indeed may he. 
Packaged programmes of development, educational aid, and 


welfare organized outside the community are an incomplete 


and sometimes irrelevant solution. 





Jam Lotz in. his: book; 
"Northern Realities" writing of the differences between 
traditional life throughout the world and the life and 


values of the white western society says: 








boos OTA Wits ateksimd 349) bist® atd 

woah og basins ou | 30085 ye nimas: tt nee + 

bad Lis =w ', iieW -tyorla, sosLirmae. ow sastw BI wade 4 
stom off 22 Jcods cApwon? av szom and tod dpn z / ooo 5 |. 


ww Sorte ytsbsos esw todd Seobat 2x rebaew oF maped ow), 































] : 
rauwiexpong GIA. so to. yen Oe mi dad ,juods petals? stow e 


-torek yd toitsniopont Letoltidais Juods prtdtes szew aw re 
htiw helouyige ew .erom eAt 


dosoxage Boorot 5 darts. Begdisox ow o10m ody, aetiege seals 


sid bavote Flew yrev bovrew son ben sgaemgolevad of 


132 elveesiif gastelill 5s shiswod -apnedo act .bf20W | - ; 
2 eS woe 
we ~~ pa | _ Ps sae } iad 
mx paoliaact 9£ 200nso Y¥IoOnbsIo OA erisdieLiow 19269 tp Fs. ae 
* ' : 


“ux Of 2sy voy ,6! dads, eaeinu 92. 908¢ Yogr¢ boeoami.sd | 
| a 

> é [ < — : 

wot sajdiém Of .dnomusvop asinzetiioidus Yiotulosds as Lag ao ae 


Inemqelevel. ,sd yam-weblajuo edt, saeonie Sos e2tiog 


_— 
1O13 Hesogmr od Sonrnes ootissinsozo to emtph bits asioftiog |. ps 
- 7 ay! i. 
: i 
ma X gon. .~beboan sey «beovboutal sd msg = abiezu9g ls wy 
j - het 2 
- i ‘ 7 | ia 
mon of ast spreads tot obowsrybh, 1492 eds 2eads bosvalvaao ber Bir 
| . ay 
sie yes aedw.cblateo mozt egohs Sra quitisiw mor les 


tIiewauv Iliw veedebw isvel, tantens vidasecatest behasmmozss 
wod ss3temon asleaogte emoved Das epemi bad « otivpos 

if Vem Beobal eebs eff svitiecy Shs Ssylsouisjeaap 

bee ,bis [anotisovbs. .Jnemgqoloveb Io esmamsapo1g beysxosd | 5 
Istelqmoans 416-@%5 Yilaumnon edd siisjuo besiaspio s1sitow 
-aeizulea thavelervit esmitomon bas 
eed afd val s204 met - 
tuewiad Ponnese? ish s i320 pulsiaw MOTOR EIEN —e 
has siziists Sas, Sliaow ole rwodouoxts, 32K bencks be 


. my, Pp ean 


4 | oo payee ytskoor qx9d 2s -sahdw aon 


q A ; ; ey Er a . 7 ma 


AL EWES] REPOR TUNG Ep. 22351 
SU ae hs eae ee oe, 


b.G. Simpson. 
































In Chief 

. "Western man seeks money, traditional man 

| seeks to live in harmony with his fellow 

and nature. Western man exceeds limits, 

: traditional man stays within them. Western 

rn man is thing orientated, traditional man 

a is people orientated." 

- | Now, if) yousdon’t read that: carefully or af you don’t | 

: | go back to Lotz's book, someone might get very negative 

. response towards that kind of comment. And say it's | 
ca simplistic. Lotz's descriptions are obviously the | 
oh extremities in each case but his point is "that both | 
. approaches simplified in that quotation from a ao 
| of being human have validity. But the predominance 
| of western ideas and western models in recent years seem 
he to have blinded some of us to the existence of 

5 

| alternative ways." 
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In Chief 


I have been talking a great 
deal about some of the problems faced by AID agencies 
in assisting development projects in the Third World. 
I should also note:that the concerned people in these 
agencies have learned from their mistakes. The past 
16 years have seen radical changes in the way in which 
international donor agencies work with developing 
countries. Much more responsibility for decision- 
making on development projects have been put into the 
hands of the recipients. New strategies for assisting 
in development have been worked out. IDRC,, the 
agency for which I work, is an example of this new 
strategy. The money comes entirely from the Federal 
Government and yet it's run by a Board of Governors 
that is drawn from around the world. 

Rather than pour in Canadians, 


our agency has thrown our support behind intelligent 


Third World people who are working out new directions 
for their own society. We accept the idea that they 
should be allowed to learn by making some of their own 
mistakes instead of outsiders make the mistakes for them. 
In case you picture this 
relationship as a docile one in which the donor gives 
the money and the recipient of the AID is left alone, 
the reality is quite to the contrary. The recipient 
having undertaken to pursue some development work engages 
in strenuous and frank discussions with outsiders 
because if we give up the cnncept that we know what is 
best for someone else's life, then we move towards a 


discussion between equals. 
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Dre Chtedt 

What relationship does this 
have to the native people in Northern Canada? The ques- 
tion I"m asking as an outsider is in our misguided but 
well-meaning enthusiasm, have some of us been involved 
in, are i cral insemination by donor Have some of 
our relationships with the native people been a 
colonial style relationship, or at least similar to the 
work of the AID agencies in the early days of the post- 
colonial period? If the Canadian Government has worked 
out new strategies for AID relationships with the Third 
World countries, which give those countries a major 
say in the relationship, should we not be ready to 
work out new approaches for allowing the native people 
to have a major influence on the course of €uture 
development in their society? 

What new strategies can be 
developed which give them greater control over their own 
future? If our experience elsewhere tells us anything, 
it is that little can be done unless they have a high 
sense of their own worth, of a feeling of esteem for 
their own history, language and alathat goes to make 
up their culture. 

No native person I know would 
argue that all is well within the native communities 
in the morth today! Too many of their people are jtied 
EO welfare, weakened by alcohol, and without a clear 

what 
sense of direction. Many are part of/some people would 
describe as "the culture of poverty". Oscar Lewis 
has written: 


"Deople with the culture of poverty have little 
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D.G. Sampson 
in niet 
sense of history. They are a marginal people 
who do not believe they can influence the 
events’ around them to” improve their life.” 
For natives then who are in 
this) Situation. their Sense of dependency must end before 
things are ‘likely? to''improve muchve (Tf you agree with 
this reasoning, then perhaps it is clearer why the 
work of native associations such as COPE, the Brother- 
hood, Inuit Tapirisat, and the Metis Association are 
essential. Items like the Dene Declaration might be 
welcomed rather than feared because they deal with this 
sense of identity and self-worth. 
it youmaon. |c understand their 
expressions of what the land means to them, try reading 
some of the works of people from the Third World -- | 
Jomo Kenyatta, the head of state of Kenya, who is a 


SCnowar in nis “OWN aerght,.,41n Nias own. book, 





pacing Mount Neny ayy 
gives an eloquent description of the Gikuyu people's 
ties with the land. He writes, and I quote: 

"The Gikuyu people depend entirely on the 

land. It supplies them with the material needs 

of lifer "througim whitch spiritual and mentat 

contentment is achieved. Communion with the 

ancestral spirits is perpetuated through con- 

Pacte with the So1)*inewhten=the ancestors or the 

tribe Tie burved. "The*soil* feeds the child through 

lifetime; and again after death it is the soil that 

nurses the spirit’ of the’ dead" for eternity. 


Among the Gikuyyu the soil is especially honored, 
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DD. Goahoumpson 
in) Chief | 
an everlasting oath is to swear by the earth." 
What Kenyatta is describing 
is a mixed form of individual and collective ownership 
Pn awhien, 


-.-it was a man's pride to own a property 


and his enjoyment to allow collective use of 





such a property.” 
These concepts the British either did not understand 
or refused to recognize, and it cost them a bloody 
guerrilla war before they accepted it. 

In these comments obviously I 
am aiming my words at those non-native people in the 
north who sincerely wish to do what is best for the 
native people, but may have been culturally blind as to 
what the viable options are. Their reaction should be 
no surprise, as our school system and many other elements 
ofbur society have led us to believe the European 
culture and its offshoots are the most important, if 
not the only culture to which one needs exposure in 
order to become civilized. 

We often leave our students 
with the impression that everything we do in North 
America is done on the basis of rational, logical thought. 
Tt should not be surprising then that graduates of this 
system, when forced to deal with people whose behavioural 
response to any given situation is different than their 
own, often see these behavioural responses as inferior 
and as “good Canadians" they set out to teach these 
people the correct behavioural responses. 


Some have charged that the 
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In Chiet 
Canadian whites are racist in their reaction towards 
native people. Such charges always are inflammatory and 
aggravate many well-meaning whites. Most of us would 
acknowledge that there will be a minority in the white 
society who are bigotted towards other non-white groups 
but on a broad ecale, are the charges valid? 

Let me recount an experience 
in 1971 in Trinidad where a number of Black Bower 


advocates were pushing me rather hard about the racist 


society in which I live. My answer to these Black Power 


militants was to say that if they had said this to me 
back in 1959 when I was first getting involved in inter- 
national work, I probably would have said that I was 
sorry that they had had some bad personal experience, 
that had warped their point of view, for Canadians 
were not really like that. Now, however, in 1971 I was 
much more prepared to accept their description of our 
society as being a racist society, if we could talk a 
little more about what they mean by "racism". For to 
my mind the majority of Canadians whom they were 
attacking as racist would be honestly shocked to be 
Solldescrmibed sn isinhtact }htheytwould Wakely argue saying 
something like the following: 

Why 4k 'meso Iiacking Cinrprejudiee that I'm 

prepared to spend my time, money, and energy to 

help you become like me." 


And it's this unconscious sense of superiority, if we 


acknowledge this as being racism, then I would acknowledg 


that I live in a racist, secliety and it‘s this type of 


racism which becomes institionalized so easily because 
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DG. Simpson 
In Chief 
ess UunCcOnsclLOUS:. 
One night in recent years I 
had a meeting with a group of whites, many of whom lived 
in the north, many of whom live very nearby. One made | 


acuastic remark about the lazy Indians at the Brotherhood 





rappimc,.Oft the public, I pushed them hard to define 





their charges. It eventually became clear that what they 
were saying was that there was now a group of Indians 

who no longer came to them for aid, for handouts or 
advice, a group who were prepared to make vigorous 

moves on issues that could influence the development 

of the north, and who were building a political force 
based in the communities which could give the natives 
power which would cause others to listen to their request 
In other words, I said to this group of whites, they are 


starting to do exactly as what in the past you criticized | 
| 
them for not doing. They are beginning to stand on their | 


own feet. Their independence, however, I noted, was 


causing these good people uneasiness. Well, at the end 
of our heated discussion, many of my friends were honest 
enough to acknowledge that perhaps they had let their 
vague uneasiness about the natives having a major say in 
northern development to move them tqmake intemperate 
remarks that had little Wor ne foundation: 

The original negative reaction 
Of these whites. is not Surprising, for 2t has occurred 
around the world whenever different cultural groups begin 


to interact in a meaningful way. 
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D.G. Simpson 

In) Chien 

TO my mind one of the important 
things to be learned from the international experience 
is that that is what is happening. People don't have to 
get frustrated or feel that there's something wrong 
with them, that they pene ame how to interact with 
the native people or they've handled it badly, because 
that kind of uneasiness, that kind of tension has 
existed wherever cultural groups have come together and 
started to react in a meaningful way. 

Eloquent statements have been 
made by some native people about the importance to them 


of the land, the hunt, the consensus process, and of 


working according to the schedule of nature. The reaction 


of many whites to me at least, the reaction of many 
whites goes something li:ke this. 
"Well, I sympathize with the native people and 
in many ways I envy the type of life they are 
describing. But things will change, whether 
they like it or not. Modernization will come 
whether they like it or not. Indeed the natives 
have already reached out for the fruits of 
Modernization in the NOrci such as a1rplanes: 
heated wooden homes, snowmobiles. Do you 
expect me to believe that they wish to give 
these up now?" 
Well, these kinds of comments 
Faise anteresting questions, some Of wileh” have been 
answered in an interesting article by Peter Berger, 
entitled ironically enough, 


"The Liberal as the Fall Guy.” 
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Berger is a sociologist whose primary focus of interest 
has been the Third World. He draws attention to a 
phenomena which has received little attention, namely 
that there is in the contemporary world a very curious 
co-presence of a modernizing and a demodernizing process. 
He notes that although all 
Third World countries hold out as a goal their desire 
to modernize, these same people also exhibit resistances 
to development. What is most interesting is that these 
resistances which he calls demodernization, increase 
rather than decrease as so-called development in these 
countries progresses. The process is not limited to 
the Third World. In recent years we have seen the forces 
of modernity and counter-modernity co-exist and conflict 
in a variety of cultural situations including most of 
the urban centres of North America. 


A discussion of what we mean 





by “modernity” could be-an endless »one, but whatever else | 
it may be, it is rooted in the transformation of human 
life brought about by the technology of the last few 
centuries. Thus concern about t® implication of 
technological imputs in northern development is a valid 
concern of the native people. It transcends the 
issue of whether or not one pipeline is built and is 
another element central to their having some control Over | 
their lives. 

Because of the growing uneasin- 
ess about the form, rate and scale of development work 
concern about types of technology and the methods for 


introducing them has become a crucial issue to millions 
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D.G. Simpson 
In Chief 


of people and to many governments. The International 
Development Research Centre has supported a network of 
Third World researchers examining aspects of this 
question. In the University of Sussex, England, has a 
science policy research unit which focuses on the issue 
of technology transfer for development throughout the 
world, you may be interested in the reactions I received 
when I raised with some of these people the concern of 
northern natives over the nature of development. They 
saw immediate similarities with the situation in the 
Third World. They described the mathematical models 
which were used in the mid-'60s which led to the 
celebrated figures of 98% of the world's research and 
development being done in developed countries, of which 
precious little was in the interests of the developing 


countries. Of the remaining 2%, a large proportion 


A 


was also found to be more or less irrelevant to the needs 
of Third World people. 

This has led in recent years 
to a substantial switch in the amounts of technological 
research and development which has been put into the 
hands of Third World countries , and this trend is 
likely to continue in the wake of the debates about a 
new economical international order. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me, 
Timenet quite with you. You say2thais, has Jed an recent 
years to a substantial switch in the amount of technolo- 
gical research and development which has been put into th 
hands of Third World countries." You mean for instance 


research into new strains of agricultural products and 
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so on, is put in their hands and carried out say in 
Lusakaor some place like that, or in Delhi rather than 
in Moscow or Calgary or Nebraska. 
A It ranges all the way 
from research on specific elements, as you described, 
a new form of rice or a new form of wheat, to research 
on how do you introduce that into society? How does 
the society begin to utilize the results of new research? 
So it isn't just research, I'm producing a new product. 
What we found in the last half-dozen years is a great 
deal of emphasis on the fact of saying, "We must develop 
the research capabilities within the developing countries,’ 
not making the suggestion that exclusively everything 
is going to be done in developed countries that relates 
toit. But you have to have people in the developed 
countries with an understanding of the research and 
development of technology so even if they're going to 
take some technology that was developed in Nebraska, 
they have a comprehension of what some of the implication 


are in their own country. 


Q This shift in attitudes 
on the part of developing countries toward -- excuse me 
-- on the part of developed countries, toward so-called | 
developing countries, it's a shift that you say is 
reflected in the composition of the Board of Directors 
Of YOUR town, Organization, for anstance sis thac tne 
other wcentrese: technology; apart fromstne countries 
that ‘Say belong to NATO Or so . on, 1s >the countries 
of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, and they Nave 


had, I take it, their own largely independent programs of 
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assistance to these countries. Do they -- have they 
undergone a similar shift, or are they still thinking 


in terms of the philosophy that we had in the '60s? 


A Well, if you take a country 


like China, for instance, it's interesting that China 
issprobably the only country I can think of in the 
world that doesn't try to get involved in educational 
aid, and I scratch my head every once in a while and 
say, "What does that tell me?" 

They are prepared to relate 
with a number of countries, but they don't try to 
export their concept of education. 

Q Well, yes, I understand 
the point you're making. I wasn't thinking of China 
because no one regards China as an industrial giant 
exporting technology to the rest of the world, at least 
I don't suppose anyone does. But what about the 
Russians? You mentioned the Aswan Dam, which was 
their contribution to the developing world, and you 
Say it has been a mixed blessing. The Russians or the 
countries of Eastern Europe probably are more highly 
developed than Russia itself. Have they had a shift in 
attitude in the same way as say Canada has had a shift 
Lee Lede ° 

A I would say they're 


moving more slowly... They've Starting to. send their 


scientists more often to the gatherings. They're startin 


to join the network and what those people are expressing 


at the gatherings are in sympathy with what I've just 


expressed here. But I haven't seen as many tangible 
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results of the shift. In other words, we're not getting 
into a real dychonomy at the meeting where the Eastern 
Europeans and the Russians are saying, "No way." 

But I still don't see the | 
evidence. 1 can’t -- perhaps others could but I can't ~=-- 
pull a great host of examples where I could say to you, 
"Well, here's where the Russians have done things that 
indicate this, " where I could give you numerous | 
examples that indicate that not only our own organization 
but the World Bank, the U.N. organization, the U.S. Aid, 
the Ford Foundation, the French Government, particularly 
the SweaishGovernment have moved substantially in this 
direction. 

Q SOLELY, Carry (On. 

A The last comment I made 
was that the trend is likely to continue between the | 
wake of the debates about a new international economic , 
order. I have not explained that and if there are people | 
who are not clear what I am referring to in the new | 


international economic order, I'd belhappy to elaborate 





it later; but it is a specific term relating to events 
Dn face 

that are taking place and/ reaching a culmination next 
week. 

There are models then that 
could be used to give us rough figures of the total amoun 
of technology development that is done for native 
Canadians each year. I am suggesting here that 
you could take the model that we use for looking at how 


much technology development was really done to assist 


id 9 te Ba ae World. cotntures 7-and jyou could apply it +o natives 


nid ens 


hee 


cy as aa Hales } ' a 
‘qaesenh ‘edt cade ‘eat som « Hd, Se) ymiO: 

"yeu ot” ‘palves otin. Ban iuaut be 

sd3 soe. t'nob Ifisve 1 gud | wn 


_ 
bd 
‘nao T ted bives eisato agattrsg. -~ 9" ago FT . sonobive 























1” of ‘vee Sloos, I arsmv ealfonsxs Jo yeot Jestp £ + fate 
edd seonid? anoe svaec aasteey- eit sxzedw at ated , ifs" 


shoved voy svtp Bbleoo I sisedw ” ,eldy eteoltbac 


4 
4 


sinsexso awo “ne vine 2on ded? spepiont +aaF eaiqusxss 
~prt& .©,.0 ect ,nOsZRAcnepte . vi fi  tgnad AltewW any tud |F of 
vixeluoki<eq ,2romazevod. roneta sit ,anegabm0t hr0% ant jit 
$iBD BO bavouw aved tremirrevondeloows ody 17 Ss Pane 


HoOrtoSttb 


a 
@) 
< 
« 
4 
& 
t} 
‘ 
‘ 
a 
> 
~- 


oe 
>. ok 
DE neitios. tas f T i ac 
\) es. 
| pes ane 
sit neewred asaivnoo o2 vlevAll ef Breage eho seit Sew be met 
, MOGs LanoI2SAnASetNI “Sn & HOdK Betésdad Say i090 siwew " i te 
Sy 
= i(7>¢ VIE 18 La iz i} a Jot > ia Lu Of veri i -isbIto i el 
‘ 
wen si? at of} +93 (is i Barty sia gan sis ofw yet ver 
? ‘7 
, 
dséf{s of vyodricd G1 .2 nranooe Ignmoissczegni 9) OS 
* iad § 


A 
—_ 7 - 


xe 1 issn Litt rigs hs ‘abe e 4 pee! bP Wofis MmBL i akass > Jers +. 
‘ 
+ASew > 
Z 7 
tz ef2 alet 916 ston Po 


niens Is’o3 spf to eeswolkt dower an svip os fen od Sivoo 


ee 


(ids 402 snob @l 2589 Seangolevemh voeolontive> to 


S69 staf Culiszesepyea me - «ihey Hane enec bens) 
ak. : | . 7 : 
‘wod 75 enanoos 105 sev 2v Saf? [ebom oy ae 


y 


| i pies of Snob ¥ifsex 26 mht veb noe 


. i 
nn ot 3 avid bluan- toy: ‘baal asititcaion bs 


, av — , ® 7 : 1 y - 
7 a ay 7 
naiany nae a ek | 

















22844 


D.G. Simpson 
In Chief 


in? Canada; 1°m not arguing for that, 1 °m Wust. saying 
there is a model that could be used. My guess is that 
they would show that although large amounts of money 
have been spent on the native people, much of it has 
been on welfare and little of it in the area of techno- 
logical research and development in their interests. 

The second line of thought is that this disproportionate 


allocation is not something which began happening last 


year. Thus one could say there is a Canadian technologi 
cal debt to the native people, which has been accumulatin 


for as many years as one might wish to pick. In addition 


one could argue the case in principle for positive 
discriminatory resource allocation in the technology 
area based on the concept that Canada's responsibility 
to the nafive people is analogous to our responsibility 
to the people of the Third World. 

I'll put a number of arguments 
there together,but if we were to follow those through 
and we were to put some figures on these thoughts, 
we might end up with a large figure which perhaps 
could be thought of as a capital endowment fund, the 
use Of whach could be put at the dispoaal of the native 
people to enable them to develop the technological 
power and capabilities that they need to handle future 
revenues and development decisions. 

You may say that all this has 
been far wtoo vague Lo have any impact. The point I 
am makinglis that thas is the procedure that has been 


followed by Third World peoples in their relationship 


with developed world, including Canada. It started with 
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a plea, which became a cry of anger, and eventually 





became embodied in the detailed bargaining under way now 


NO 


3 in the various committees dealing with the request for 


4} a new international economic.order. 
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| 
The world is paying attention | 
to that. Ten years ago, they were ignoring it. When 
I lived in west Africa, the Canadian politicians were 
dismissing it as nothing. NOQw, there's a great many | 
hours of some senior people in the Canadian Government 
being spent on this issue. The evolution has taken time 
from this general plea that we should have control, 
"we" being the former colonial people. 

Let me return then to the 

comments of those involved in technological development 
in Third World countries. They argue against technologic- 
al Geterminism, making the case that the variability 
and available technological techniques and the variabili- 
ty in the rate and direction of accumulation are greater 
than was earlier imagined. They also stress that even 
after a group of people have gained some control over 


the development of technology fortheir purposes and have 





some control over the development of their capacity to 
handle the technology, the crucial item that remains is 
who has control over what development techniques actually 
are used in the society. 

Thus, we arrive at the point 
of worrying about native control over what is actually 
used as the technical basis of the productive and other 
activities which impinge upon their society. What 
are the constraints on being able to exercise this 
contron2 The core of this, but obyilousiy notre totality 
is centered on control over those investments which 
impinge on and interact with the structure of their own 


society. If they do not contro] those, they do not 
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control the technical configuration of those investments 
and L1f "they dewnet controll thar mMthey doynoteconkrolsa 
large proportion of the conditions which determine the 
nature of their society and if they do not control that 
proportion, they probably might as well just forget about 
all the other things they might do to preserve and 
develop their own social and cultural identity and 
integrity. My sense is that many native people have 

l earned this lesson very clearly and are now acting 

on the basis of this knowledge. 

At this point, we have risen 
above the frustrating and often pointless arguments 
about the details of technology, about paternalistic 
judgements that second class citizens need second class 
technology or about how unrealistic it is to argue for 


total massive changes and differences in technology. It 


may well be that the native people want first-class 
technology, the same products as everyone else and only 

a few technical things done differently. The argument, 
it geems to me then is not at that level but about giving 
therm the power to control things so that whatever pro- 
portion of the technical basis of their society they 
want to be different is different and to accept whatever 
proportion they want to be the same. 

A recent Swedish document en- 
titled "What Now?" concerned si bien approaches to 
development which are being pursued in the Third World 
contains a number of quotes which seem relevant to the 
northern dilemma. 


"The primacyof economics is over; long-term 
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ecological consequences are setting the limits 
within which the decision maker can operate with 
different alternatives. 

The anti-growth school generally favors scenarios 
with a low energy profile and low material consump- 
tion. Emphasis is put on a more elaborate, direct 
interplay with some Third World countries which 
want to explore another development. Such strategie 
are more commonly discussed as deliberate attempts 
to avoid existing, one-sided western technological 
fixes which certainly have increased the economic 
potential of many poor countries in the past but 
for which a high price has also had to be paid, 
that is, the disruption of the social fabric for 
large groups of people without compensating capacity 
to recreate what has been destroyed. 

Whether growth is at a high or low rate, its 
content must be a political concern. The principle 
that every technological innovation that appears to 
have a market potential shall be developed at full 
scale ought to be changed in favor of a more 
conscious development of innovations to serve human 
needs." 

Now, in all the meetings I have 
had with northern natives, I have not heard them take an 
absolute stand against northern development. Rather, I 
heard expressions of concern about who develops it, where 
it's developed, when, in what ways, and who shares in the 
benefits. These questions, I suggest, are almost 


identical with those that have been raised by Third 
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World people around the globe. 


Based on developments that have 


evolved in the Third World in recent years, my closing 


argument is that there is reason to believe that it's 


possible to establish a technical basis of Indian 


productive activity that deals with the following items: 


As 


Allows a richer life than that based exclusively on 
the traditional hunting, trapping, fishing modes of 
production. 

Is consistent with being able to continue to obtain 
those components of a rich life that have been or 
perhaps can only be derived from the traditional 
economic and social basis of their society. 

Is consistent with being used, controlled and 
developed by the native people with the skills and 
capabilities that they currently have and that they 
can develop from that basis. 

Is compatible with that richer life being defined 
in the native people's terms. 

Allows a life that is richer than that generated by 
the technical basis of the modes of production that 
the native people are being asked or forced either 
to accept within their society or to integrate them- 
selves with outside their society. 

Need not be static but which could evolve and even 
allow increasing integration with productive activit 
in the rest of Canada, if, as and when increasing 
integration of this type were desired by the native 
people. 


Returning to the earlier point 
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about modernization, one can argue that it has produced 
an abstract society. The Mexican"Campesino’or peasant 
experiences this abstraction as an assault on everything 
he previously took to be reality, including the reality 
of his very self; a process which Peter Berger explains 
holds both a promise of liberation and a threat of 
disorientation and disintegration. The time consciousnes 
of the western world invades the experience of people in 
Third World countries who are cajoled, compelled and 
seduced into exchanging their own time consciousness 


for ours. Most of them detest the process. Similar 
expressed 


|__£e6lings are by native people in Canada's north 


over various issues but recently, most specifically in 
relation to a deadline for a pipeline decision. 

On the other hand, there are 
certain areas of modernization, for example running an 
airline, where specific technology, formal training and 
a modern time structure are clearly necessary. Thus, the 
tension between the two processess continues. Those who 
think that modernization is anixrresistible force in 
Canada or in the Third World are in for some surprises 
and disappointments but so are those who think that 
modernization can simply be junked. 

The problem is where are the 
limits? Where in the development of Third World peoples 
or in the development of native communities of the north 
can things be done differently from the western model? 
Where are there alternatives and where are thare no 
alternatives to the western models? What I hear from the 


native people is a call for time to explore these limits, 
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1] to test the number of approaches and to ensure a variety 


2] Of options in lifestyle for their people. It is clear 


3 that they will not be able to offer a detailed plan 

4 immediately for the process they are following is a 

5|| difficult and lengthy one. Designing alternatives that 

6 are in the beginning open-ended, incomplete and politically 
i vague may seem irresponsible but it seems yet more 

g | irresponsible to assume the present concept of develop- 

g || ment can continue without causing major problems for all 
10 || concerned. 
shal Let me close with a final quote 


12 from the Swedish document "What Now?" They say: 


190 "Neither socialist, social democratic nor welfare 

14 capitalist transformations have been achieved withou 
15 those seeking greater shares in the system organizin 
16 to demand and, if necessary, to enforce their claims 
7 Nor, in the cases of change without total_revolution 
18 has significant progress been possible without the 

19 dominant elements in the system realizing that 

20 negotiated change was less damaging to them than 

a. eonrrontation." 

22 The native people have begun thejr 


23) organizations, have stated their general principles and 
24) have begun the process which will bit by bit put a cover- 
25 ing of substance over the skeletal framework which they 
26. have constructed for themselves. All of this will take 
27 | time. That is why I am arguing against forging ahead wit 
28 | large scale resource development, including a pipeline, 
29 before these processes have evolved further. 


30 This Inquiry is doing a sensitiv 
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thorough job in attempting to raise human planning to 
the same level of importance as physical, technical and 
economic planning and I appreciate having had this 
opportunity to add my comments to the evidence. 

MR. BE bi)  Mree Simpson, Ls snow 
available for cross-examination. 

MR. (GOUDGE* SL note sirvmitis 
about quarter to five. I wonder -- 

THE COMMISSIONERS —Weily ean en 
your hands. "@ you think we should adjourn now? 

MR. GOUDGE: It would be 
helpful to me sir if we did. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, all right 
Let sido that. Well, we'll adjourn till 9s30randywe TT? 
hear more from you then no doubt, Dr. Simpson. 

So, o23o0 AsM. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO MAY 4, 1976) 
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